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Shewing that the work that has of late been going on 
in this land, is a glorious work of GO p. 


HE Error of thoſe who have had ill thoughts 

of the great religious operation on the minds of 
men, that has been of late in New-England, ſeems 
fundamentally to lie in three things; Firſt, In judging 
of this work a priori. Secondly, In not taking the 
Holy Scriptures as a whole rule whereby to judge of 
ſuch operations. Thirdly, . In not juſtly diſtinguithing 
the good from the bad. 
5 Fo -& NE greatly erred in the way in which they 
have gone about to try this work, whether it be a work 
of the Spirit of Gop, or no, viz. in judging of it a 
friori from the way that it began, the inſtruments 
that havebeen employed, and the methods that have been 
taken in carrying it on. Whereas, if we duly conſider, 
ſuch a work is not to be judged of @ priori, but à bos 
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terror; We are to obſerve the effect wrought ; and if 
upon examination, it be found agreeable to the Word 
of Gop, we are bound, without more ado, to reſt in 
it as God's work ; wy ſhall be rebuked for our arro- 
gance, if we refuſe ſo to do till God ſhall explain to 
us how he has brought this effect to pals, or why he 
has made uſe of ſuch and ſuch means in doing it. Thoſe 
texts are enough to cauſe us with trembling to forbear 
m a way of judging of a work of Gop's Spirit, 
* Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being 
his counſellor hath taught him? With whom took he 
counſel, and who inftrufted him, and taught him in 
the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and 
ſhewed to him the way of underſtanding ?” IIa. xl. 
13, 14. © The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thou heœareſt the ſound thereof; but canſt not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth,” John iii. 8, We 
. the ſound, we perceive the effect, and from thence: 
we judge that the wind does deed blow ; without 
waiting, firſt to be {atisicd what ſhould be the cauſe of 
its blowivg from ſuch a part of the heavens, and how 
it comes to pals that it {ould blow in ſuch a manner, 
at ſuch a time. To judge a hriori, is a wrong way of 
judging of any of the works of GoD. We are not to 
reſolve that we will firſt be ſatished how Gop brought 
this or the other effect to paſs, and why he made it thus, 
or why it has pleaſed him to uſe ſuch and ſuch means, 
before we will acknowledge his work. This is too 
much for the clay to take upon it with reſpect to the 
potter, Go gives no account of his matters: His 
Judgments are a great deep: He hath his way in the 
ſea, and his pun. in the great waters, and his footſteps 
are not known. And who ſhall teach Gop knowledge, 
or enjoin him bis way, or fay unto him, What doeſt 
thou? We know not what 1s the way of the Spirit, 
nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is 
with child: even ſo we know not the works of Gop 
who maketh all.” No wonder therefore if thoſe that 
go this forbidden way, in judging of the preſent work, 
are perplexed and confounded. 
Indeed Gop has not taken that courſe, nor made uſe 


of thoſe means, to begin and Carry on this great work, 
which 
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which men in their wiſdom would have thought moſt 
adviſeable, if he had aſked their counſel. But the great 
Gop has wrought like himſelf; fo as very much to 
ſhew his own glory, and caſt contempt on all that 
ſtrength, wiſdom, prudence and ſufficiency that men 
have been wont to glory in; in fulfilment of that, 
«© The loftinels of man ſhall be bowed down, and the 
haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low, and the Lord 
alone ſhall be exalted in that day.” Ifa. ii. 17. G0 
doth thus, intermingling ſo many ſtumbling-blocks with 
his work; in ſuffering ſo much of human weaknels to 
appear; and in ordering ſo many things, that are myf- 
terious to men's wiſdom; In pouring out his Spirit 
chiefly on the common people, and admitting them 
nearer to himſelf than the great, the honourable, the 
rich, and the learned; agreeable to that prophecy : 

© The Lord alſo ſhall ave the tents of Judah Grit, that 
the glory of the houſe of David, and the glory of the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, do not magnify themſelves 
againſt Judah,” Zech. x1. J. Thole that dwelt in 
the tents of Judah were the people that dwelt in the 
country, and were of inferior rank; the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem were the citizens, the men of wealth and 
figure; and Jeruſalem allo was the habitation or reſort 
of the prieſts and levites, and the officers and judges, 
The houſe of David were the higheſt rank of all, the 
royal family, and the great men that were round the 
king. It is evident, by the context, that this prophecy, 
has reſpect to ſomething further thai the ſaving the 
people out of the babyloniſh captivity, 

Gop in this work has begun at the lower end, and 
has made uſe of the weak and foolifh things of the world 
to carry it on. Of the mmiſters that have been chiefly 
employed, ſome have been mere babes in age and ſtand- 
ing, and ſome of them ſuch as have not been ſo high in 
reputation among their fellows as many others. And 
Gon has ſuffered their infirmities to appear in the ſight 
of others, ſo as much to diſpleaſe them; and at the 
lame time it has pleaſed Gop greatly to ſucceed them, 
while he has not fo ſucceeded others that are reputed 
vaſtly their ſuperiors, Yea, there is reaſon to think 
that it has plea! ed Gop to make uſe of the infirmities 
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of ſome that he has ſucceeded : as particularly their im- 
prudent and raſh zeal, to chaſtiſe the deadneſs, negli- 

gence, earthly-mindedneſs and vanity tHat have been 
found among miniſters in the late times, wherein miniſ— 
ters and people, have ſunk into ſuch a deep ſleep, 
Thele things in miniſters of the Goſpel, that go forth 
as the embaſſadors of Chriſt, and have the care of im- 
mortal ſouls, are extremely abominable to God ; vaſtly 
more hateful in his ſight than all the imprudence and 
intemperate heats, wildneſs and diſtraction {as ſome call 
it) of theſe zealous preachers. A ſupine careleſſneſs, 
or worldly ſpirit in a miniſter of the goſpel, is the worſt 
diſtraction in the ſight of Gop. Gov may alſo make 
ule of the cenſoriouſneſs of ſome preachers, the more 
to humble and purify ſome of his own children that 
have been wrongfully cenſured, and to fit them for more 
eminent ſervice, 5 | 

II. Another fundamental error of thoſe that do not 


acknowledge the divinity of this work, is, not taking 
the holy icriptures as a whole, and ſufficient rule to judge 


of ſuch things by. They that have one conſiſtent rule 
to judge by, may come to ſome clear determination, 

but they that have half a dozen different rules to make 
the thing they wquld judge of agree to, inſtead of juſtly 
and clearly dete ing do but perplex and darken 
themſelves and others. 

They will indeed make ſome uſe of Scripture, ſo far 
as they think it ſerves their turn; but do not make uſe 
of it alone, as a rule ſufficient by itſelf. They make as 
much or more uſe of other things, wide from it, to 
judge of this work by. As particularly, 

1, Some make Ppluloſophy, inſtead of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, their rule of judging of this work ; particularly 
the philoſophical notions they entertain of the nature 
of the ſoul, its faculties and affections. There is but 
4e little ſober ſolid religion, ſay they, in this work; it 
& js little elſe but flaſh and noiſe, Religion now-a-days 
% all runs out into tranſports and high flights of the 


„ paſſioas and affeftions.” In their philoſophy, the 
affections of the ſoul are ſomething not appertaining to 


the nobleſt part of the ſoul, but the meaneſt principles 
jhat it has; that belong to man as partaking of animal 
5 — e nature, 
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nature, and what he has in common with the brute 
creation, rather than any thing whereby he is conformed 
to angels and pure ſpirits, 

But 1 cannot but think that theſe gentlemen labour 
under great miſtakes, both in their philoſophy and di- 
vinity. It is true, &tinQion mult be made in the af- 
fections or paſſions. Some are much more ſolid than 
others. There are many exerciles of the affections that 


are little to be depended on; and often there is a great 5 


deal that appertains to them, which is very much owing 
to the conſtitution and frame of the body; and that 
which more eſpecially obtains the name of paſhan, 1s 
nothing ſolid or ſubſtantial, But it is falſe philoſophy 
to ſuppole this is the caſe with all great and high affec- 
tions; and falſe divinity to ſuppole that religious affec- 
tions do not appertain to the ſubſtance and eftence of 
Chriſtianity. On the contraay, the very hfe and foul 


of all true religion conſiſts in them. 


All will allow that true holineſs has its ſeat chiefly in 


the heart; not the head, It follows, that it confiſts 


chiefly in holy affections. For the things of religion 


take place in men's hearts, no further than they are 


affected with them. The informing of the unde: ſtand- 
ing is all vain, any further than it affects the heart, or, 
which 1s the ſame thing, has influence on the a/ections. 

Thoſe gentlemen, that make light of thele raiied af- 
fections iu religion, will doubtleſs allow that true re- 
ligion or holineſs, as it has its feat in the heart, is incapa- 
ble of very high degrees, and high exerciſes in the ſoul. 
As for inſtance, they will doubtlels allow that the hoh- 
neſs of the heart is capable of being raiſed to an hundred 
timcs as great a degree of ſtrength as it is in che moſt. 
eminent ſaint on earth, or to be exerted in an hundred 
times ſo ſtrong and vigorous exerciles of the heart; and 
yet be true 1eligion or holineſs ſtill, Now therefore 1 


would aſk, by what name they will call theſe high exer- 


ciies of the heart? Are they not high affections ? 
What can they confit in? but in high acts of love; 
ſtrong and vigorous e cercilcs of benevolence and com- 
placence; ſtrong defires after Gop, yea, thole very 
eme high and raiſed affections that before they made 
I'gn of, as Worthy of little regard? 
| | | I ſuppole 
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I ſuppoſe further, that all allow there is nothing but 
ſolid religion in heaven; but that there, religion and 
holinels are raiſed to an exceeding great height, to ſtrong, 
exalted exerciſes of heart. Now, what other kinds of 
ſuch exceeding ſtrong and high exerciſes of the heart, 
or of holineſs as it has its ſeat in cheir hearts, can we 
deviſe for them, but only holy affections, high degrees 
of love to Gop, rejoicing in Gop, admiring of Gop ? 
Therefore thele things, in the angels in heaven, are 
not to be deſpiſed by the name of great heats, and tranſ- 
ports of the pailions, 

And it will doubtleſs be yet farther allowed, that the 
more eminent the ſaints are on earth, the more they are 
like the ſaints in heaven, i. e. (by what has been juſt 
now obſerved) the more they have of high or raiſed 
affections. 1 

If we take the Scriptures for our whole rule, then 
the greater and higher are the exerciſes of love to Gop, 
longings after God, delight in the children of God, 
love to mankind, brokenneſs of heart, abhorrence of 
lin, and 6 for ſin; exulting and glorying 
in Gop; ſo much the higher is Chriſt's religion, or 
that virtue which he and his PRs taught, raiſed in 
the ſoul, 

But it is a ſtumbling to ſome, that religious affections 
ſhould be ſo violent (as they exprels it) in ſome pecſons : 
T1 ney are therefore ready to doubt whetlier it can be the 
S »irit, or whether this vehemence be not rather a ſign 
of an evil fpirit. But, what is repreſented in ſcripture 
as more powertul | in its erte than the Spirit of God ? 
which is therefore called * The power of the High- 
eſt,” Luke i. 33. And it is ſaid to operate in the 
minds of men with the exceeding greatnefs of Divine 
Power, and according to the working of Gop's 


mighty power,” Eph. i. 19. So in 2 Tim. i. J. the 


Spirit of Gop is called the Spirit of power, and of love, 
and of a found mind, And the Spirit is repreſented 
by a mighty. wind, and by fire, things moſt powerful 
in their operation, _ 

2. Many ate guilty of not taking the holy ſcriptures 
as a ſuficient and whole rule, whereby to judge of 
this work, whether it be the wo:k of Gop ; in that 
they 
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| they judge by thoſe things which the ſcripture does not 


give as any ſigus or marks whereby to judge one way 
or the other, viz. The effects that religious exerciſes 
and affections of mind have upon the body. Scripture 
rules reſpe the ſlate of the mind, and perſons moral 
conduct, and voluntary behaviour; and not the phyhcal 
ſtate of the body, The deſign of the ſcripture is to 
teach us divinity, and not phyſic and anatomy, Miniſ- 
ters are made the watchmen of men's fouls, and not 
their bodies; and therefore the great rule which GOD 


has committed into their Hands, i to make them divines, 


and not phyficians, Chrilt knew what iriſtructions and 


rules his Church would ſtand in need of, better than 


we do; and, if he had feen it needful in order to the 


Church's fafety, he doubtleſs would heve given miniſ- 


ters rules to judge of bodily effects; and would have 
told them how the pulſe ſhould beat under ſuch ang 
{uch exerciſes of the mind; when men ſhould look pale, 
and when they ſhould thed tears; when they ſhould 
tremble, and whether or no they ſhould ever be fatut 
or cry out; or whether the body ſhould ever be put 
into convulſions: He would have put ſome book into 
their hands, to make them anatomiſts and phyſicians: 
But he has not done it, becaule he did not tec it to be 
needful. He judged, that if miniſters did their duty 
as overieers of the fate of men's fouls, and of their 
voluntary condutt, according to the rules he had given, 
his Church would be well provided for. And there- 


fore thoſe miniſters of Chriſt, and overſeers of ſauls, 


that buſy themſelves, and are full of concern, about 
the involuntary motions of the fluids and ſolids of men's 
bodies, when nothing appears bat that the ſtate of their 
minds, and their behaviour is good, and agrecable to 
Gop's Word; I fay, ſuch miniſters go out of the 
place that Chriſt has ſet them in, and leave their proper 
buſinels, as much as if they ſhould undertake to tell 
who are under the influence of the Spirit by their 
looks, or their gait, I cannot ſee how the devil is like 
to get any advantage againſt us, if we do but thoroughly 
do our duty with reſpect to thoſe two things, viz. the 
ſtate of perſons minds, and their moral conduct, ſeeing 
that they be agrecable to the rules that Chriſt has given 


Us 
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us. If things are but kept right in theſe reſpects, our 
fears. and ſuſpicions ariſing from extraordinary bodily 
effects ſeem wholly groundleſs. 

The moſt ſpecious thing that is alledged againſt thele, 
15, That the body is impaired, and health injured ; and 
that it is hard to think that Gob, in the merciful in- 
fluences of his Spirit on men, would wound their 
bodies and impair their health. But if it were ſo com- 
monly (which I do not ſuppoſe it is) that perſons 
received a laſting wound to their health by extraordi- 
nary impreſſions. made upon their minds, yet 1t 15 too 
much for us to determine that Gop ſhall never bring 
an outward calamity, in beſtowing a vaſtly greater ſpiri- 
tual good. Jacob in wreſtling with Gov, at the ſame 
time that he received the bleſſing from God, ſuffered a 
great outward calamity from his hand; Gop impaired 
his body, lo that he never got over it as long as he 
lived: He gave him the bleſſing, but ſent him away 
halting on his thigh, and he went lame all his life. And 
_ yet this is not mentioned as if it were any diminution of 
the great mercy of Gop to him, when Gov blefſed 
him, and he received his name Iſrael, becauſe as a 
prince he had power with GOD, and had prevailed, 

But, ſay ſome, The operations of the Spirit of Gop 
are of a benign nature. True: Yet it has been a thing 
allowed, till now, that there is ſuch a thing as being 
feck of love to Chriſt, or having the bodily ſtrength 
weakened by ſtrong and vigorous exerciſes of love to 
him. And however kind to human' nature the influ- 
ences of the Spirit of Gop are, yet no body doubts but 
that divine and cternal things, as they may be diſcovered, 
would over-power the nature of man in its preſent 
tate; and that therefore the body, in its preſent weak- 
nels, is not fitted for the views and pleaſures of heaven: 
Yea, that if Gon did diſcover but a little of that which 
is ſeen by the angels in heaven, our frail natures would 
fink under it. Let us rationally confider what we pro- 
fels to believe of the infinite greatneſs of the things of 
Gop, the divine wrath, the divine glory, the infinite 
love and grace in Jeſus Chriſt, and the vaſtneſs and 
infinite importance of the things of eternity. How 
reaſonable then is it to ſuppoſe, that if it pleale G op to 
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withdraw the veil, and give a view of the great things 


of another world in their tranſcendent and infinite 


greatneſs, human nature, that is as the graſs, a ſhaking 


leaf, a weak withering flower, ſhould totter under ſuch 
2 diſcovery? Such a bubble is too weak to bear the 
weight of a view of things that are ſo vaſt. Alas! 
What is duſt and aſhes, that it ſhould ſupport itſelf 
under the view of the awful wrath, or infinite glory of 
Jenovanu! No wonder therefore that it is ſaid, ** No 
man can ſee me and live.” That external glory and 
majeſty of Chriſt which Daniel ſaw, when * there 
remained no ſtrength in him, and his comlineſs was 
turned in him into corruption,“ Dan. x. 6, 7 8; and 
which the Apoſtle John ſaw, when he * fell at his. 
feet as dead: was but a ſhadow of that ſpiritual glory 
and majeſty of Chriſt, which will be manifeſted m 
another world, and which is ſometimes, in ſome degree, 
manifeſted to the ſoul in this world, by the influences 
of the Spirit of Gop, And, if the beholding the 
ſhadow of this majeſty and glory did fo overpower hu- 
man nature, is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that a fight of 
the glory itſelf, ſhould have as powerful an effect! 
The prophet Habakkuk, ſpeaking of the awful mani- 
feſtations Gon made of his majeſty and wrath, at the 
Red-Sea, and in the wilderneſs, and at Mount Sinai, 
where he gave the Law; and of the impreſſion Gop 
cauſed it to have upon him, to the end that he might 
be ſaved from that wrath, and reft in the day of trouble: 
ſays, © When I heard, my belly trembled, my lips 
quivered at the voice, rottenneſs entered into my bones, I 
trembled in myſelf that I might reſt in the day of trou- 
ble.” Hab. iii. 16. Which is much ſuch an effect as 
the diſcovery of the ſame majeſty and wrath, has had _ 
on many in theſe days; and to the fame purpoles, viz. 
to give them reſt in the day of trouble, and fave them 

from that wrath. The pſalmiſt alſo ſpeaks of ſuch an 
effect as I have often ſeen on perſons under religious 


affeftions, J opened my mouth and panted, for 1 


longed for thy commandments,” Pſal. cxix. 131. 


God is pleaſed ſometimes, in dealing ſpiritual bleſſings 
to his people, to exceed the capacity of the veſſel in its 
preſent ſcantineſs; ſo that he does not only fill it full, 
LET Fs but 
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but he makes their cup to run over; and pours out a 
bleſling, in ſuch a manner and mealure that there is not 
room to receive it. He gives them riches more than 
they can carry away; as he did to Jehoſhaphat and his 
people in a time of great favour, in an{wer to, earneſt 
Prayer, when the people bleſſed the Lord in the valley 
of Berachah. 2 Chron. xx. 25, 26. It has been with 
the diſciples of Chriſt, for a long time, a time of great 
emptineſs upon ſpiritual accounts: They have gane 
Hungry, and have been toiling in vain, during a dark 
ſeaſon: a time of night with the Church of Go; as 
it was with the diſciples of old, when they had toezled 
all night and caught nothing. But now, the morning 
being come, Jeſus appears to his diſciples, and takes a 
compaſſionate notice of their wants, and ſays to them, 
Children, have ye any meat ? and gives ſome of them 
ſuch abi:ndance, that they are not able to draw their 


not; yea, ſo that their net breaks, and their veſſel is 


over-loaded, and begin$to fink, 

We can't determine that Gop never ſhall : give per- 
ſons ſuch a diſcovery of himſelf, as even to take awa 
their lives. It 1s ſuppoſed by many divines, that Moſes? 
life was taken away after this manner; and this has alſo 

been ſuppoſed of fome other ſaints. Yea, I ſee no ſure 
grounds to determine, that Gop ſhall never make ſuch 
{trong impreſſions on the mind by his Spirit, as ſhall be 
an occaſion of ſo impairing the frame of the body, and 
particularly that part of the body, the brain, that per- 
ſons ſhall be deprived of the ule of reaſon. As it is 
too much for us to ſay, that Gop will not bring an 
outward calamity in beſtowing ſpiritual bleſſings ; lo it 
is too much for us to determine how great an outward 
calamity he will bring. If Gop gives great diſcoveries 
of himſelf, and love to him, the benefit is infinitely 
greater than the calamity, tho? the life ſhould preſently | 
be taken away; yea, tho' the ſoul ſhould not imme- 
diately be taken, but he ſome years in a deep {leep, and 
then be taken to heaven: Or, which is much the ſame 
thing, tho? it be depriv ed of the uſe of its faculties, 
and be inactive and unſerviceable, as if it lay in a deep 

fleep for ſome years, and then ſhould pals into glory. 
We cannot determine how great a calanuty diſtraction 
| is, 
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is, when conſidered with all its conſequences, and all 
that might have been conſequent, if the diſtraction had 


not happened; nor indeed whether (thus conſidered) it 


be any calamity at all, or whether it be not a mercy, 
by preventing ſome great ſin, or ſome more dreadful 
thing, if it had not been. It is a great fault in us to 
limit a ſoyereign all-wiſe Gop, whole judgments are a 
great deep, and his ways paſt finding ext, where he has 
not limited himſelf, and in things concerning which he 
has not told us what his way ſhall be, — It is remark- 


able, conſidering in what multitudes, and to how great 


a degree, the frame of the body has been overpowered 
of late, that perſons lives have notwithſtanding been 
preſerved, and that the inſtances of thole that have 
been deprived of reaſon have been ſo very few,* _ 

g. Another thing that ſome make their rule to judge 
of this Work by, inſtead of the Holy Scriptures, is 
Hiſtory, or former Obſervation, Theſe err two ways; 
Firſt, If there be any thing new and extraordinary in 
the circumſtances of this work, that was not obierved 
in former times, that is a rule with them to reject it. 
Herein they make that their rule, that GOD has not 
made ſo; and limit Gop, where he has not limited 
himſelf, And this is eſpecially unreaſonable in this 
caſe. For wholoever has well weighed the myſterious 
methods of divine wildom, in the progreſs of the work 
of redemption, from the firſt promiſe of the Seed of the 
woman to this time, may caſily obſerve that it has all 
along been God's manner to open new ſcenes, and to 
bring forth to view things new and wonderful, ſuch as 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, As the old creation 
was carried on through {ix days, and appeared all com- 
pleat, ſettled in a ſtate of reſt on the leventh ; ſo the 
new creation, which is immenſely the greateſt work, is 
carried on in a gradual progreſs, from the Fall of Man, 
to the conſummation of all things, Ana as, in the 


Progrels of the old creation, there were ſtill new things 


accompliſhed; new wonders appeared every diy in the 

fight of the angels, the ipettators of that work; new 

ſcenes were opened, things that they had not ſeen be- 
N. B. 7 do not know of one ſuch inflance in England. 
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fore, till the whole was finiſhed ; ſo it is in the pro- 
greſs of the new creation. So that that promiſe, Iſaiah 
Ixiv. 4, For ſince the beginning of the world, men 
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath 
the eye ſeen, O Gon, beſides thee, what he hath pre- 
pared for him that waiteth for him; Though it had a 
glorious fulfilment in the days of Chriſt, and the 
Apoſtles, as the words are applied, 1 Cor. ii. 9. yet it 
always remains to be fulfilled, in things that are yet 
behind, till the new creation is finiſhed, at Chriſt's 
delivering up the kingdom to his Father. 

And beſides, thoſe things in this work, that have 
been chiefly complained of as new, are not ſo new as 
has been generally imagined : Though they have been 
much more frequent lately, in proportion to the un- 
common degree, extent and ſwiftneſs, and other ex- 
traordinary circumſtances of the work, yet they are 
not new in their kind; but are things of the ſame na- 
ture as have been found in the Church of Gop be- 
fore, from time to time. | 

We have a remarkable 1 in Mr. Bolton, that 
noted Miniſter of the Church of England, who being 
_ awakened by the preaching of the famous Mr. Perkins, 

in the Univerſity of Cambridge, was ſubject to ſuch 
terrors as threw him to the ground, and cauſed him to 
roar with anguiſh ; and the pangs of the New-Birth in 
him were ſuch, that he lay pale and without ſenſe, like 
one dead. As we have another in the life of Mr. 
George Troſſe, written by himſelf, of terrors occa- 
ſioned by awakenings of conſcience, ſo N | 
the body, as to deprive him, for ſome time, of the uſe 
of reaſon. | 

Yea, ſuch extraordinary external effects of inward 
impreſſions have not only been found in here and there 
a ſingle perion, but there have allo before now been 
times wherein they have appeared in congregations, in. 
many at once, So in the year 1625, in the Weſt of 
Scotland, it was a frequent thing for many to be ſo 
ſeized with terror in hearing of the word, by the Spirit 
of Gop convincing them of fin, that they fell down, 
and were carried out of the church. Many in France 
allo were 10 wonderfully affected Wah the preaching 

of 
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of the Goſpel, in the time of thoſe famous Divines 
Farrel and Viret, that for a time they could not fol- 
low their ſecular buſinels: And many in Ireland, iu 
the year 1628, were fo filled wirh divine comforts, 


that they made but little uſe of either meat, drink or 


ſleep, and profeſfed they did not feel the need thereok. 
Great outcries under awakenings were allo frequently 
heard of, in former times, in this Country, as ſome aged 
perions now living do teſtify : I think At here to in- 
lert a teſtimony of my honoured father, of what he 
remembers formerly to have heard. | 


& ] well remember, that one Mr. Alexander Al: 

% a Scots Gentleman of good credit, that dwelt for- 
© merly in this. town, ſhcwed mea letter that came 
© from Scotland, that gave an account of a Sermon 
&« preached in the city of Edinburgh (as I remember) 
& in the time of the ſitting of the General Aſtembiy 

«I ; 
% of Divines in that kingdom, Which ſo afletted the 
6 people, that there was a great and loud cry mace 
& throughout the Aſſeinbly. I have alſo been credibiy 
informed, that it was a common thing, when the fa- 


Ly 


a. 4 a > 


*& mous Mr. John Rogers, of Jcatham in England, 
e was preaching, for ſore of 1115 hearers to. cry. out: 
* And by what I have heard, I conclude that it was 
„ uſual for many that heard that awakening preacher of 
& God's. word, to make a great cry in the congre- 
© gation.” TiMo0THyY EDWARDS. 


Windſor, May 5, 1742. 


There have been inſtances alſo before now, of per- 


ſons crying out in tranſports of divine joy in New- 


England. We have an inſtance in Capt. Clap's me- 


moirs, not of a filly woman or child, but a man of- 


folid underſtanding, that, in a high tranſport of ſpi- 
ritual joy, was made to cry out aloud on his bed. His 
words (p. 9.) are, © G59's Holy Spirit did witneſs 
„ with my Spirit, that I was a child of Goo ; and 
© did fill my heart and ſoul with ſuch aſſurance that 
“ Chrift was mine, as to make me cry out upon my 
bed, with a loud voice, He is come, he is come!“ ? 
There has, before now, been both crying out and 
falling down, in this town, under awakenings of con- 
B 2 ſclence, 
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ſcience, and alſo in ſome of the neighbouring towr's, 
In one of them, more than ſeven years ago, werc a 
great number together that cried out and fell down 
under convictions. And the Rev. Mr. Williams of 
| Deerhield, gave me an account of an aged man in that 
town, many years before that, that being awakened by 
is preaching, cried out aloud in the congregation. 
There have been many inſtances in this and ſome 
neighbouring towns, before now, of perſons fainting 
with joyful diſcoveries made to their ſouls 3 once 
ſeveral together in this town. And there allo ſormeriy 
have been ſeveral inftances here of perſons fleſh waxing 
cold and benumbed, and their hands clinched; yea, 
their bodies being ſet into convulſions, being OVET- 
powered with a ſtrong ſenſe of Fo aflonifhing gly great 
and excellent things of G05 and the eternal world. 

Another way that ſome err, 10 making hiſtory and 
former obſervation their rule to judg ge of this work, 
mſtead of the Holy Scripture, is in comparing {ome 
external accidental circumſtances of this work, with 
What has appeared ſometimes in Enthuſiaſts; and 28 
they find an agrecment in theſe, ſo they reject the 
whole work, concluding it to be Enthuſialm. So-ſome 
external appearances. that were found amongſt the 
French Proplieis, have been of late trumped up with 
great aſfurance and triumph. | 

4. I would Prop ole it to be conſidered, Whether 
ſome, inſtead of making the Scriptures their only Rule 
to judge of this work, do not make their own expe- 
rience the Rule, and reject ſuch things, becauſe they 
never felt them themſelves, Are there not many that 
have entertained luſpicions, if not peremptory con: 
demnations, of thoſe extreme terrors, and thole great 
dlilcoveries of the glorious perſettions of Gop, and of 
the beauty and love of Chriſt; and ſuch vehement 
alfections, luch- high trenſports of love and joy, and 
exerciſes of mind, that have ſuch great effects on per- 
ſons bodies, merely, or chieſly, becauſe they knew 
nothing about them by experience ? Perſons are very 
ready to be ſuſpicious of what they have not felt them- 
ſelves. It is to be feared many good men have been 
guilty of this error; which yet does not make he 

cls 


— 


„̃ͤ́N[ů· 8 


* 


Or RELIGION 1x NEW-ENGLAND. 17 


Teſs unreaſonable. And perhaps there are ſome that 
upon this ground do not only reject theſe extraordinary 


things, but all ſuch conviction of ſin, and ſuch diſ- 


coveries of the Glory of Gop, and excellency of 
Chriſt, and inward conviction of the Truth of the 
Goſpel, by the immediate influence of the Spirit of 
Go, as are neceſſary to Salvation. | 


III. Another fundamental error of thoſe that reject 
this Work is, their not duly diſtinguiſhing the good from 
the bad, and ſo rejecting the work in general, for the 
fake of ſome things, which are accidental to it, that are 
evil. They look for more in men that are ſubject to 
the operations of a good ſpirit, than is juſtly to be ex- 
pected from them, in this imperfect ſtate, and dark. 
world, where ſo much blindneſs remains in the beſt. 
When any profeſs to have received light and comforts 
from heaven, and to have had communion with Gop, 
many are ready to expect that now they appear like 


angels, and not {till ike poor, feeble, blind and finful 


worms. That ſo much corruption is left in the hearts 
of Gop's own children, was always a ſtumbling-block: 
to the world ; but it will not be wondered at, by thoſe 
that are duly mindful of two things; Firſt, the Word 
of God, which teaches us the ſtate of Chriſtians in: 
this world: And /econdly, Their own heart, at leaſt if 
they have any grace, and have experience of its con- 
flicts with corruption. If all our conduct, both open 
and ſecret, ſhould be known, and our hearts laid open 
to the world; how ſhould we be, even ready to flee 
from the light of the ſun, and hide ourſelves. from the 
view of mankind ? And what great allowances ſhould 
we need that others ſhould make for us? Perhaps much” 
greater than we are willing to make for others. 

The great weakneſs of the bigger part of mankind, 
in any affair that is new and uncommon, appears in not 


diſtinguiſhing; but either approving or condemning 


all in the lump, They that highly approve of the 
affair in general, cannot bear to have any thing at all 
found fault with: And, on the other hand, thoſe that 
faſten their eyes upon ſome things that are amiſs, at 
once reject the Whole. But it is raſh and unjuſt, when 
8 B 3 w 
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we proceed thus in judging either of a particular per- 


fon, or a people, or of {uch an affair as the preſent 


influence on the minds of the people of this land. 
Yet ſo it is: Many, if they fee any thing ill in a par- 


ticular perſon, will at once brand him as an hypocrite. 


And, it there be two or three of a People or Society, 


that behave themſelves irregularly, the whole muſt 
bear the blame of it. If there be a few, tho! it may 
be not above one in an hundred, that had a ſhew of 


being the happy partakers of the benefits of this work, 


who prove naught in the end, the whole work muſt 


be rejected on their account; and thoſe in general, 
that make the like profeſſion, muſt be condemned for 
their ſakes. ns | 


2. So careful are ſome perſons leſt this work ſhould. 


be defended, that now they will hardly allow, that 
the influences of the Spirit of Gop on the heart can 
ſo much as indiredly, and accidentally, be the occaſion 
of {in, — Thus far is true, that this influence will not 
be an occafion of the increaſe of the corruption of 
the heart in general, but of the weakening of it : Yet 


there is nothing unreaſonable in ſuppoſing, that, at the 


ſame time it weakens corruption in general, it may be 
an occaſion of the turning what is left into a new 
channel, and ſo of there being more of ſome certain 
kinds of the exerciſe of corruption than there was be- 
fore; as that which tends to hinder and ſtop the courſe 
of a ſtream, if it do not do it wholly, may give a new 
courſe to ſo much of the water as gets by the obſtacle, 
The influences of the Spirit, for inſtance, may be an 
occaſion of new ways of the excerciſe of Pride. This 
was not doubted of, till now it is found to be needful 
to maintain the war againſt this work, 

But I ſuppoſe all will allow, that the influences of 
the Spirit of Gop, yea, and an high degree of love 
to Gov, is conſiſtent with theſe two things, viz. a 
conſiderable degree of remaining corruption, and alſo 


many errors of judgment in matters of religion, and in 


matters of practice. And this is all that need to be al- 

lowed, in order to its being demonſtratively evident, 

that even Love to Gop may accidentally move a perſon 

to that which is contrary to the Will of 1 ug a 
| high 
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high degree of Love to Gon will ſtrongly move a per- 
ſon to do that which he believes to be agreeable to. 


God's will; and therefore, if he be miſtaken, and be. 


perſuaded that 3 is agreeable to the Will of Gov, which 


indeed is contrary to it, then his Love will acciden- 
tally, but ſtrongly, incline him to that which is in- 
deed contrary to the Will of Gop. 

Farther: True Diſciples of Chriſt may have a 


| great deal of falſe zeal, ſuch as the Diſciples had of old, 


when they would have fire called for from heaven to. 


come down on the Samaritans, becauſe they did not 


receive them. And even ſo great a Saint as Moſes, 


who converſed with Gov, as a man with his friend, 
and concerning whom Gov. gives his teitimony, that 


he was very meek, above any man upon the face of the 
earth, yet may be raſh” and a ful in his zeal, fo as to 


_ tpeak unadviſedly with his lips. Yea, men, in thoſe. 


very things wherein they are influenced by a piaus. 


principle, yet, thro' error and want of due con- 


aderation, may be very raſh with their zeal, It was a 


truly good Spirit that animated that excellent gene- 
ration of Iſrael that was in Joſhua' s time, in that affair 


that we have an account of in the 22d chapter of 
Joſhua; and yet they were raih and heady with their: 


. zeal, to go about to gather all Iſrael to go up furioully 
to war with their brethren of the two tribes and half, 


about their building the altar Ed, without firſt en- 
quiring into the matter, or ſo much as ſending a. 
meſſenger to be informed. So the Chriſtians that were 
of the circumciſion condemned Peter for receiving 


Cornelius, tho' there is all appearance that they atted. 
from a real concern for the will and honour of Gop. 


So the primitive Chriſtians, from their zeal for and 


againſt unclean meats, cenſured and condemned one 
another: This was a bad effect, and yet the Apoſtle 
bears them witneſs, that both ſides acted from a good. 
principle, Rom. xiv. 6. The zeal of the Corinthians. 
with reſpect to the inceſtuous man, tho' the Apoſtle 
highly commends it, yet at the {ame time needed a. 
caution, leſt they ſhould carry it too far, ſo as to fail of 
Chriſtian meekneſs and forgivenels, 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8, 

95 10 11, and chap, vil, 11; to the end. 


| 4. It 
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4. It ſurely cannot be wondered at by conſiderate 
perſons, that at a time when multitudes have their 
affections greatly moved, many ſhould run into errors 


and miſtakes with reſpe& to their duty, and conſe- 
quently into practices that are imprudent and irregular, 


I queſtion whether there be a man in New-England, 
of the ſtrongeſt reaſon and greateſt learning, but what 
would be put to it to keep maſter of himſelf, thoroughly 
to weigh his words, and conſider all the conſequences 


of his behaviour, if he were ſo ſtrongly impreſſed 


with a ſenſe of divine things, and his affections ſo 
exceedingly moved, as has been frequent of late among 
the common people. — How little then do they con- 
ſider human nature, who think it ſo inſuperable a 
ſtumbling-block, when ſuch multitudes of all kinds of 
capacities, natural tempers, educations, cuſtoms and 


manners of life, are ſo greatly and varioully affected, 


that imprudences ſhould abound ; eſpecially in a ſtate 


of things ſo uncommon, and when the degree, extent, 


{wiftneſs and power of the operation is ſo extraordi- 


nary, and ſo new, that there has not been time and ex- 


perience enough to give birth to rules for people's con- 
duct, and ſo unuſual in times paſt, that the writings of 
Divines do not afford rules to direct us in ſuch a ſtate 
of things ? os | 
A great deal of noiſe and tumult, and darkneſs mixed 
with light, is to be expected in the beginning of ſome- 


thing very extraordinary, and very glorious in the ſtate 
of things in human Society, or the Church of GOD. 


As after nature has long been ſhut up in a cold dead 
ſtate, When the Sun returns in the Spring, there is, to- 


gether with the increaſe of light and heat, very dirty 


and tempeſtuous weather, before all is ſettled calm and 
{erene, and all nature rejoices in its bloom and beauty. 
It is in the ew creation as it was in the old, the Spirit 


"OF G05 firſt moved upon the face of the waters, Which 
was an occaſion of uproar and tumult, and things were 
gradually brought to a ſettled ſtate, till at length all 


ſtood forth in that beautiful peaceful order, when the 


heavens and the earth were finiſhed, and God . ſaw every _ 
ting that he had made, and behold it was very goods 


When Cod is about to bring to pals ſomething pred 
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ſtruggle, and the world as it were in travail & As when 
GOD was about to introduce the MzEsslAu into the 


world, and the new and glorious diſpenſation that he 


ſet up, he ſhook the heavens "and the earth. 

5. The weakneſs of human nature has always ap- 
peared in times of a great Revival of Religion, by a 
diſpoſition to run to extremes, eſpecially i in theſe three 
things, Enthuſiaſm, Superſtition, and intemperate Leal. 


So it appeared in the time of the Reformation; and 


_ alſo in the days of the Apoſtles, many were then ex- 


ceedingly dilpoſed to lay weight on thoſe things that 
were noten and chimerical, giving heed to fables and 
3 lies, as appears by 1 Tim.) 1. 4. and iv. 7. 2 Tim. 


ii. 16. and ver. 29. and Tit. i. 14. and iii. 9. Many, as 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory informs us, fell off into the moſt 
wild Enthuſiaſm ; and many into Superſtition, Will- 
worſhip and a voluntary Humility, giving heed to the 
commandments of men. And what a proneneſs then 


® appeared to ſwerve from the Spirit of the Goſpel, by 


raſh indiſcreet Zeal, cenſuring and condemning Mini- 


ſters and people; one ſaying, I am of Paul; another, 
I of Cephas; judging one 
another for differences 85 opinion about {maller mat- 
ters, unclean meats, holy days, and holy places, and 
their civil intercourſe and communication with their 
heathen neighbours? And how much did vain jang- 
ling and diſputing prevail, under the name of Gn 
Zeal? 2 Tim, vi. 4, 5. 2 Tim. ii. 16. and Tit. 1. 9. 
What a taſk had the Apoſtles to keep them within 
"bounds, and maintain good Order in the churches? 
How often are they mentioning their irregulatities ? 
The prevailing of ſuch like aiforders feems to have 
been the {pecial occaſion of writing many of their 
epiſtles. The church in that great effuſion of the 
Spirit that was then, was under the care of infallible 
but 
yet fo prone were they, thro' the corruption of nature, 


to get out of the way, that irregularity and confuſion 
role to a very great height, even in the Apoſtles life- 


time, and under their eye. And tho' ſome of the 


+ Apoltles lived long to ſettle the ſtate of things, yet, 
prelently 
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preſently after they were dead, the Chriſtian Church ran 
into many ſuperſtitions and childiſh notions and prac- 
- tices. And let any wiſe perſon, that has not, in the 
midſt of diſpute, got beyond the calmneſs of con- 
ſideration, impartially conſider to what lengths, we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, many of the primitive Chriſtians 
would have gone, if they had had no inſpired guides; 
and whether it is not prob:ble that the Church of Co- 
rinth in particular, would in a little time have broke to 
jeces, and diſſolved in a ſtate of the utmoſt con- 
fuſion? And yet this would have been no evidence 
that there had not been a glorious work of the Spirit in 
that City. But as for us, we have no infallible Apoſtle 
to rectify diſorders, and reclaim us when we are wan- 
dering ; but they that are got into a wrong path, con- 
tinue to wander, till experience of the miſchievous 
iſſue convinces them of their error; | 


6. If we look over this affair, and ſeriouſly weigh it 
in its circumſtances, it may eaſily be accounted for, 
how many ſhould run into great errors, and juſt ſuch 
errors as they have. It is known, that ſome, that have 
been great inſtruments to promote this work, have 
been very young; and how natural is it for ſuch as are 
themſelves newly waked out of fleep, and have a new 
and wonderful {cene opened to them; who have in 
view the realitv, the vaſtneſs and infinite importance 
and nearneſs of ſpiritual and eternal things ; and at 
the ſame time ſee rhe world aſleep about them, who 
have not the advantage of age and experience, and 
have had but little opportunity to ſtudy Divinity, or 
to converſe with aged experienced Chriſtians and Dt- 
vines: I fay, how natural is it for fuch to fall into 


many errors with reſpett to the ſtate of mankind, and 


with reſpect to the methods of their relief? Is it any 
wonder that they have not at once learned how to 
make all the allowances that are to be made, and that 
they do not at once find out that method of dealing 
with the world, that is adapted to the myſterious ſtate 


and nature of mankind? Is it any wonder that they 


cannot at once foreſee what the conſequences of things 

will be, what evils are to be guarded againſt, and what 

difficulties are like to ariſe, that are to be provided for Þ 
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We have long been in a ſtrange ſtupor : The in- 


fluences of the Spirit of Gopy upon the heart have 


been but little felt, and the nature of them but little 


taught; ſo that they are in many reſpects new to great 
numbers of thoſe that have lately fallen under them, 


And is it any wonder if they that never before had 


experience of the ſupernatural influence of the Divine 
Spirit upon their ſouls, and never were inſtructed in 


the nature of theſe influences, do not ſo well know 
how to diſtinguiſh one impreſſion from another, and 
ſo inſenſibly run into Enthuſiaſm, taking every ſtrong 
impreſſion to be divine? How natural is it to ſuppoſe, 


that among the multitudes of illiterate people (moſt of 
which are in their youth) who find themſelves ſo won- 
derfully changed, and brought into ſuch new, and be- 


fore (to them) almoſt unheard-of circumſtances, many 


ſhould paſs wrong judgments of both perſons and 
things that are about them; and that, now they be- 
hold them in ſuch a new light, they ſhould go further 


from the judgment they were won't to make of them 


than they ought, and paſs from one extreme to ano- 
ther? And why ſhould it be thought ſtrange, that 


no notion of it, do not know how to behave them- 
ſelves in ſuch a new and ſtrange ſtate of things? 

When theſe perſons are extraordinarily affected with 
a freſh diſcovery, of the greatneſs of the Divine Being, 
the infinite importance of eternal things, and the dread- 
ful danger and madneſs of mankind, together with a 
great ſenſe of God's kindneſs and love to them; no 
wonder that they know not how to fit ſti!'i, and for- 
bear ſpeaking and acting with uncommo: earneſtneſs 
and vigour. And if they be not perſons of more than 
common ſteadineſs and diſcretion, or have not ſome 
perſon of wiſdom to direct them, it is a wonder if they 
do not proceed without due caution, and do things that 
are irregular, _ | 


thoſe that ſcarce ever heard of any ſuch thing as pouring 
out of the Spirit of Gov before; or, if they did, had 


7. Cenſuring others, is the' worſt diſeaſe, with which 


this aftair has been attended : But yet ſuch a time is 

indeed a time of great temptation to it. When. there 

has been ſuch great and long continued deadneſs, and 
| many 
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many are brought out of a ſtate of nature into a late 
of grace, in ſo extraordinary a manner, and filled with 
ſuch uncommon degrees of light, it is natural for ſuch 
to form their notions of a x ſtate of grace wholly from 
what they experience. 

Tho? cenſoriouſneſs be a thing that is very ſinful, | 
yet it is not found in hypocrites only: Job's three 
friends ſeem to have been eminently holy men, who 
yet cenſured the beſt man on earth, very poſitively de- 


 termining that he was an unconverted man; yea, Job 


himſelf, that particularly excelled in a humble, meek 


and patient Spirit, was guilty of bitterly cenſuring his 
three friends, as wicked, vile hypocrites, Job xvi. 9, 
10, 11. He teareth me in his wrath who hateth me, 


he gnaſheth upon me with his teeth; mine enemy 
ſharpeneth his eyes upon me: They have gaped upon 
me with their mouth. — Gop hath delivered me to the 
ungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the 


wicked,” And again, Job xvi. 8, 9, 10. Upright 


men ſhall be aonbed at this, ind the innocent ſhall 
ſtir up himſelf againſt the hypocrite : The righteous 
allo {hall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands 
{hall be ſtronger and ſtronger. But as for you all, do 
you return and come now, for 1 cannot lind one wile 
man (i. e. one good man) among you. 

Thus, I think, the errors and irregularities that at- 
tend this work may be accounted for, from che con- 
ſideration of the weakneſs and common corruption of 


mankind ; together with the circumſtances of the work, 


"tho! we ſhould ſuppoſe it to be the work of Gop. Foy 
it would not be a jult objection in any to ſay, If theſe 


1mpreſions are from Gop, why does not the ſame 


Spirit give ſtrength of under{t anding and Capacity in 


proportion, to thoſe perſons that are the ſubjects of 


them; fo that ſtrong affections may not, thro' their 
error, drive them to an irregular conduct ? For 1 do 


not know that God has any where obliged himſelf to 


do it. The end of the influences of CG op's Spirit is, 


to make men wiſe to falvation:; and he has io ap- 
pointed means for our gaining ſuch degrees of other 
knowledge, as we need, to conduct ourlelves regularly, 
which means ſhould be carefully uſed ; but the end of 
the 
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the influence of the Spirit of Gop is not to increaſe 
men's natural Capacities, nor has Gop obliged himſelf 


immediately te increale civil prudence in proportion to 
the degree of iritual light. 

8. If we conſider the errors that attend this Work, 
not only as from man and his infirmity, but allo as from 
Goo, and by his permiſſion and diſpoſal, they are not 
ſtrange, tho? it be as to the ſubſtance, a work of GOD. 
If Gor intends this great Revival of Religion to be 
the dawning of a happy ſtate of his Church, it may 
be an inftance of the Divine Wiſdom, in the begin- 
ning of it, to fuſfer fo many regularities in conduct. 
For it will be very likely to be of excellent benefit to 
his Church, in the continuance and progreſs of the 
Work. Their l nce, in the firſt ſetting out, of 
the miſchievous Lonſeg nences of theſe errors, may be 
al happy defence to them a terwards, for many gene 
rations. As when David and all Iſrael went about to 
bring back the ark, after it had been long abſent ; they 
at firſt fought not the Lord after the due ring and 
they ſmarted for their error: But this put them upon 
more thoroughly acquainting themſelves with the will 
of Gon, and ſecking and ſerving him with greater cir— 
cumſpection: And the coniequence was glorious, viz. 
their ſecking Gop in ſuch a manner as was accepted of 
him; and the ark of Gop's alcending into the heiglits 
of Zion, with thoſe great and EXLTaOFaImAry rejoicings 
of the King and all the people, without any frown or 
rebuke from Gop intermixed ; 129 Gop's dwelling 
thenceforward in the midſt of the people. 

And it is very analogous to the manner of Go y's 
dealing with his people, to permit a great deal of in- 
Hirmity to appear, in the beginning of a glorious work 
of his grace, to humble then n, and fit them for that 
proſperity he is about to advance them to, and the more 
to ſecure to himſelf honour: of fuchh 
Work. For, by man's exceccling weaknets, it is evi- 
dent that Gop does not lay the foundation of it in 
man's ſtrength or wiſdom, | 

Andws we need not wonder at the errors that attend 
if we look at the hand of men that are 
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them: ſo neither, if we conſider the hand that Satan 
has in them. For as this work is much greater than 
any other that has ever been in New-England, ſo no 
Wonder that the devil is more alarmed and enraged, and 
exerts himſelf more vigoroully againſt it, and does more 
powerfully endeavour to tempt and millead thoſe that 
are the ſubjects or promoters ot it. 

Whatever imprudences there have been, and what- 
ever irregularities; whatever vehemence of the pal- 
ſions, and heats of the imagination; whatever error 
in judgment and indiſcreet zeal; and whatever out- 
cries, and faintings, and agitations of body; yet it is 
5 and notorious, that there has been of late a 

ery uncommon influence upon the minds of very 


a 


Pos 5 >cople, that has bo en attended with the following 
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effects viz. à great Increate of ieriouſneis and ſober 
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hir igs the ſubject of converlation; and a great diſpo- 
tion Lo GERT the word: off G6 ob P reache d, O robe: 411 
attend on the pub- 

tick worlhip of Gov; and all external duties of re- 
gion, in a more ſolemn and decent manner. Multi— 
tudes of vain, thot ightleſs perions, are quite changed, 
end become ſerious "ind conſiderate: There is a vaſt 
increaſe of concern for the ſalvation of the ſoul, and 
of that enquiry, IF hat ral { do. to be faved ? The 
Hearts of multitudes have been greatly taken off from 
the things of the world, its profits, pleaſures and 
honours ; and have been made ſen! fb! le of the per 
nicious conſequences of ſin, TS what a dreadful thing 


it 15 to lie under the ditpleaſu re Gfl. God: hey ee 


2 lo been awakened to a ſenſe of the ſhortneſs and un- 


ertainty of life, and the reality of another world : 
hey are more afraid of ſin, more careful to know 
what 1s contrary to the will of GoDp, that they may 


ry 
[5 
4 


av 01d It, and what he requires of them, that they may 


doit; more watchful over their own hearts, earneſtly 
dehrous of being informed what are the means for thei: 
ſalvation, 


Or RELIGION 18 NEW-ENGLAND. 29 


tan ſylvation, and diligent in the uſe of thoſe that G Op has 

nan appointed 1 111 order to it. Many very ſtupid, ſenleleſs 

no {inners, have been greatly awakened, There is a ſtrange 

and alteration amongſt young people: By a powerful in- 

01 fluence on their "minds, they have been brought to for- 

hat lake thoſe things, as it were at once, that they were 

ecxtremely fond of, and that they ſeemed to place the 

hat- happineſs of their lives in, and which nothing before 

pal- could induce them to forſake ; as their vain company, 

rror night-walking, their mirth and jollity, their impure 

out- language and lewd ſongs: In vain did miniſters preach 

it is againſt thoſe things before, and in vain were laws made 

tea to reſtrain them, and in vain. was all the vigilance of 

ery” Magiſtrates and Civil Officers; but now they have 

Ling dropt them as it were of themſelves. And there is a 

ber great alteration amongſt old and young as to drinking, : 
diſ- profane ſpeaking, and extravagance in apparel. Many 55 
s of notorioully vicious perſons have been reformed and be- L 
tion come externally new creatures: Some that are wealthy, jj 
mat- and of a faſhionable, gay education, that ſeemed to have 1 
thefe their minds ſwallowed up with the ſhew and pleaſures = 
[po- of the world, have relinquiſned thele vanities, and are 
e all become ſerious, mortified and humble in their conver- 8 
pub- lation. It is aſtoniſhing to {ce the alteration that is in : 
fre- ſome: places,”- where before was no appearance of re- 3 
ulti- ligion: And now they are transformed into another 2 
aged, lort of people; and are, as it were, gone to a new : 
vaſt world: Their thoughts, and their talk, and their con- | 
and cern, affections and Enquiries, are now about the favour 

The of Gop, an intereſt in Chriſt, and a fpiritual bleſſeds 

from neſs, and acceptance and : app: neſs in a future world. 
and And, through the gicater part of New-England, the 

per- Holy Bible is in much greater eſteem and uſe than 2 
thing uled to be: The 3 eat things that are contained in it, 

have are much more the ſubjects of meditation and conver- 
J un⸗ ſation; and other books of piety pt e been abu ndantly 
orld: , more in uſe: The. Lord” 3-Day is more religiouſly ob- 
know ſerved: And abundance has been lately done at making 
„ may up differences, and confeſling faults one to another, 
y may and mäking reſtitution ; probably more within theſs 
neſtly two years, 7955 n Was done in thirty years before. And 
r their! peeing has been the power of that ſpirit that has 


ion, | C 2 been 
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been poured out on the land, to deſtroy old grudges, 


and make up long-continued breaches, and to bring 
thoſe that ſeemed to be irreconcileable, to embrace each 
other in a ſincere and entire amity. | 

Great numbers have been brought to a deep ſenſe of 
their own ſinfulneſs and vileneſs; the finfulnels of their 


Ives, the heinouſneſs of their diſregard of the autho- 


Tily of the 9 80 at (; () D, ald the homouſnels of their 
living in contempt of a Saviour: And many perions 

7 1 51 4 1 5 5 . p B 
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And mans Ktle children have been remarKkably en- 


lightened, their hearts w ONGC? fully affected and enlarged, 
and their mouths oper 18 in a manner far beyond their 
years, to the juſt a atom ment of thoſe that heard 


them: Some of theſe are fill greatly a ected with the 


glory of divine things, and the excellence and love of 
the Redeemer, having their hearts killed with love to 


and joy in him, and continuing ſerious and pious in 
their behaviour. | 
9. And now let us conſider. 


Is it not ſtrange 


that, in a Chriſtian country, there ſhould be any at a 
loſs 
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lols whoſe work this is, whether the work of Gop or 


of the devil? Is it not a ſhame to New-England, that 
ſuch a work ſhould be doubted of here? Need we look 
over the hiſtorics of all paſt times, to ſee if there be 
not ſome circumſtances and external appearances that 


attend this work, that have been formerly found amongſt 


Enthultaits? V hether the Montaniſts had not great 
tranſports of joy, and whether the French Prophets had 
not agitations of body? Bleſſed be GOD! He does not 
Put us to the toil of {uch enquiries. We need not lay, 
Who jhall ajcend into heaven, to bring us down ſome- 
thing whereby to judge of this work ? Nor does God 
ſend us beyond the ſeas, nor into paſt ages, to obtain a 
rule that ſhall ſatisfy us: But we have a rule near at 
hand, a ſacred Book that Cob himſelf has put into 
our hands; with clear and infallible marks ſufficient to 
relolve us; which Book we mult reject, not only 1 in 


ſome particular paſſages, but in the . of it, if 


we reject ſuch a Work, as not being the Work of Gow 
The whole tenor of the Goſpel proves it; all the notion 
of Religion that the Scripture gives us confirms it, 

I ſuppoſe there is ſcarcely a Miſter in this laud, but 
has prayed that GOD w ould pour out his Spirit, work 
a Reformation and Revival of Religion, and turn us 
from our intemperance, profancnels, e World- 
Uneſs and other fins; and we have kept from year to 
year days of public faſting and prayer to Gop, to 
humble ourſelves for our fins, and to leek of GO for- 
giveneſs and reformation : And now when ſo s srcat and 
extenſive a reformation is 1o ſuddenly and wonderfully 
accompliſhed, in thoſe very things that „. 'S have ſought 
to Gob for, {tall. we not acknow! ledge it? And chat 
becauſe (although indeed there be ſuch a work, attended 
with all theſe glorious effects,) et) the work is attended 
with mixture of error andi imp! adencies : becauſe ſome 
pei ſons are carried away with imp: 1 and are in- 
diſcreet, and too cenforious with their zen; and be- 
cauſe there are high tranſports of religious atlections 3 
and becauſe of ſome effects on perions bodies tþ-* 
do not underiland ? _ 

10. Thoſe that are waiting for the fruit 
determine whether this be the work © 
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would do well to conſider two things; 1. What they 
are waiting for : Whether 1t be not this; To have this 
influence that is on the minds of people over, and then 
to ſee how they will behave themtel ves? That is, to 
have grace ſubſide, and perſons grow cold and dead; 
and then to lce whether they will behave themſelves 
with that exactneſs and brightneſs of converlation, that 
is to be expected of lively "Chriſtians. There are many 
that wyll not be atis! Ged with any exactneſs noW; for 
they lay it to their heat of zeal. as they call it; they 
are waiting to ſee whether they will carry themſelves as 
well when theſe affections arc over: That is, they are 
waliing to have perſons ficken and 106 ic . ſtrength, 

that they may ſec whether they will then behave them⸗ 

ſelves like healt! by ſtrong men. I would defire, that 
they w ould allo conſider, whether they be not waiting 
for more than is reaſon: ibly 10 be expected, ſuppoſing 
this to be really a great work of GOP? Do not they 
expect fewer inſtar l of apoſtacy, and evidences of 
hypocriſy, in thoſe 55 t 76k the preient ſeem to be under 
the influences of the Spi Irit, than were after that great 
out-pouring of the Spirit in the Apoltles. days ? And 
do not they ſtand prepared to make a mighty argument 
of it againſt this work, if there ſhould be half ſo many P 
And, 2. They would do well to conſider how long they 
will wait to {ee the good fruit of this work, before they 
will determine in favour of it. Is not their waiting un- 
limited? The viſible fruit that is to be expected of a 
pouring-out of the Spirit of God on a country, is a 
viſible reformation in that cou ntry : : What reformation 
has lately been brought to pals by this work, has been 
before obſerved ; and. has it not continued long enough 
already, to give DO Sl fatisfaQion ? Surely it is un- 


f ee that our ex pebtatio us and demands ſhould be 


unlimited, and our Waiting without any bounds, 
11. As there is the cleareſt evi gence, from yy 
das that have been obſerved, that this is the work 
Is ſo it is evident that it is a very great and Won- 
nd exceeding gloricus work of GOD. This is 
t it is a great and wonderful event, a ſtrange 
unexpected, ſurprizing overturning of 


ly brought to pals; ſuch as never has 
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been ſeen in New-England, and ſcarce ever has been 
heard of in any land. Who that faw the ſtate of things 


in New-England a few years ago, the ſtate that it was 
ſettled in, and the way that we had been ſo long goin 8 
on in, would have thought that in fo little tune there 
would be ſuch a change? 


Such a work is, in its nature, the moſt glorious of 


any work of GOD whatſoever, and is A1 0 poken 
"of in Scripture. It is the work of recemption | (the 
| great end of all the other works of Gop, and of which 


the work of creation was but a ſhadow) in the event, 


ſuccels and end of it: It is the work of New Creation, 


that is inhnitely more. glorious than the Old. I am 
bold to lay, that the work of Gov in the converſion 


of one {oul, is a more glorious work of Gop than the 


O 5 , 0 $I 
Creation of the whole material Uiaverie, It is the 
moſt glorious of God's works, as it above all others 


man! fets the glor! V of God: _ it 13EwS the exceeding 


greatneſs of GOD's power, and the glory and riches of 


Mig grace; wherein Chriſt 8 the moſt glorious mph 


over his enemies, and wherein GoD 15 molt exalted : 
And it is a work above all others glorious, as it con- 
cerns the happineſs of mankind; more happinels, and 
a greater benefit to man, is the fruit of each {ingle dro 
of ſuch a ſhower, than all the temporal good of the 
moſt happy revolution in a land or nation amounts to, 
or all that a people could gain by the conqueſt of the 
world. | 

And as this work is very glorious in its Nature, ſo it 
15 in the 1 of it; being in this N vaſtly be- 
yond any that ever was known in New-England. There 
has formerly fometimes been a remarkable awakening, 
in ſome particular congregation: But now Gop kt 
brought to paſs a new thing, hie has wrought a great 

vork of this nature, that has extended from-one end 

of the land to the other, beſides w hat has been wrought 
in other Britiſh Colowes in America. 

The work is very glorious in the great numbers that 
have been turned from fin to Gop. How high an 


| honour, and v great reward of their labours, Oh {ome 


eminent perlons fignified that they ſhould eltccm it, if 


they ſhould be made the inſtruments of the e 
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of but one ſoul ? No greater event than that is thought 
worthy of great notice in heaven, among the hoſts of 
glorious angels, who rejoice and ſing on ſuch an oc- 
calion : And when there are many thouſands con- 
verted, ſhall it be eſteemed worth but little notice, and 
be mentioned with coldneſs and indifference here on 
earth, by thoſe among whom ſuch a work is wrought ? 
The work has been very glorious and wonderful in 
many circumſtances of it, wherein Gop has in an un- 
Common manner made his POWaer conſpic UGUS-4 45S itt 
the extraordinary degrees of awakening, the ſ/rddenne/s 
of converſions in innumerable inſtances, in whom tho?” 
the work was quick, yet the thing wrought is mant- 
feltly durable. How common a thing has it been for 
great part of a congregation to be at once moved by a 


mighty inviſible power; and for ſix, eight or ten ſouls 


to be converted to Gop at once, in whom the viſible 


change {till continues? How great an alteration has. 


been made in ſome populous towns, the change {till 
abiding ? And how many very vicious perſons have 
been wrought upon, ſo as to become viſibly new crea- 
turcs? Gop has alſo made his hand very viſible, and 
his work glorious, in the many little children that have 
been wrought upon, any one of which formerly would 
have been thought ſo remarkable, as to be w orthy to be 
recorded, and publiſhed through the land, 

The wk is allo exceeding glorious in the high at- 
fatuments of Chriſtians, in the extraordinary degrees of 
light, love and ſpiritual joy, that Gop has beltowed 
upon great multitudes, In this reſpect too, the land 
in all parts has abounded with ſuch inſtances, any one 
of which, if they had happened tormerly, would have 
been thought worthy to be taken notice of throughout 
the Brit: Dominions. The New Ferujalem in this 
reſpect has begun to come down from heaven, and per- 
haps never were more of the preubations of heaven's 
glory given upon earth, 

There being a great many errors and irregularities 
mixed with this work of God, arifing from our weak- 
nels, darknels and corruption, does not hinder it from 
being very glorious, Our ſollies and fins that we 13 


do in ſome reſpects manifeſt the glory of it: The glory 
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of divine power and grace is ſet off with the greater 
laſtre, by what appears at the ſame time of the weaks 
neſs of the carthen veſlel. It is Gop's pleaſure that 
there ſhould be ſomething remarkably to manileſt the 
weak nefs and unworthinels of the {ubject, at the ſame 
time that he diſplays the excellency of his power end 
riches of his grace. And I doubt not but {ome of thoic 
things that make us here to look on this work with a 
diſpleaſed countenance, do heighten the Songs of the 
Angels, when they praiſe Gop and the Lamb for tie 
glory of Gov's all-ſulliciency, and the efficacy cf Chriit's 
Redemption. 
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1. 5 HERE are many things in the word of (30 p, 
F which ſhew that when Gon remarkably ap- 
pears for his Church, and agiinſt his enemies, it is a 
moſt dangerous thing to be flow and backwa 
knowledge Gop in the work. Chris Þ 


FU. 
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- 
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8 Sores 
Scripture repreſented as his army; he is tne Lord 
$loits or Armies; he 1s the ( 
Gap! his people's lalv ion: And 
therefore it may well be highly reſented, if 
relort to him when he orders his banner to be d! 


Capiann of the. E! 
Lord, the Captain ol 
7 HR 2 4 1 11 
if they refuſe to follow. him when he blous th 
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Pet, and glorioufly appears going forth agamt his ene 
0 28 + N S . 1 7 . : 1 1 J 2 
mics, Gob expects that every Uving Gul HYOUTQ have 


To: | C | „ 
his attention rouled. on {uch an occation,. ho 
TEntiy 


z 1 1 ! * 121 
fully yield to the call, and heeatully and ang 
1 „ . . ki 7 - 4 * ; 5 \ J 8 
obey it: © All ve inhabitants of the world, and dwel 


lers on the earth, ſee ve when he lifteth up an enſign 


on the mountains; and when ke bloweth the trumpet, 
hear ye.“ IIa. xvii, 3. How ſevere is the Martial 
Law m ſuch a cale, when any of an army refules to 
obey the found of the trumpet, and follow his General 
to the battle? Gop at ſuch a time appears in Peculiar 
maniteſtations of his glory; and therefore to lic ſtill, 
and refuſe to follow Gon, will be relented as an high 
contempt of him. & 
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At a time when Gop manifeſts himſelf in ſuch 2 
work for his Church, there 15 no ſuch thing as being 
neuters; there 15 -a-'necel {iity of being either for or 


againſt the Ring that then gloriouſly appears, So it 


Was when Chriſt came down Fr om heaven in his inca 
nation, and appegred on earth. in his human ee 
there was no ſuch thing as being, neither on his fide 
nor agamit him: Thoſe that fat {ill a nd ſaid nothing, 
and did not declare, for bs and come and Jon With 


him, after he, by his word and works, had given ſuf. 
ficient Evidence WO he was, were juſtly looked upon 


as 1115 enemies; as Chriſt £ ſays, Matth, 33. 30. He that 
is not with me 15 againſt me; and he that gathereth not 
with me, {catiereth abroad. So it is in a time when 
Chriſt is remarkably ſpiritually preſent, as well as when 
he is bodily preſent; and wnen he comes to carry on 
the work of redemption in the application of it, as 
well as in the revelation and purchaſe, If a King 
ſhould come into one of his Provinces, “ het had been 
oppreſſed by its foes, where ſome of his ſubjects had 
fallen off to the ney , ard joined with es againſt 
their lawful Sovereign; I fav, if the lawful Sovereign 


himſelf ſhould 1 EA hs Province, and ſhould ride 


forth there againſt his. enemies, and ſhould call upon 
all that were on his "TW come and iber themſelves 
to hun; there would be no ſuch thing, in ſuch a caſe, 
as ſtanding neuter: They that lay ill and ſtaid at 2 
diſtance would undoubte :dly be looked Upon and treated 
as rebels. So in the day of battle, when two armies 
join, there is no ſuch thing for any preſent as being of 
neither party, all muſt de on one ſide or the other; 
and they that are not found with the cos nqueror in lich 


a caſe, muſt expect to fall with the reſt of his enemies, 


2. When Gp manifeſts himſelf with ſach glorious 


power; he appears eipecially determined to put . 


upon his Son, 'and to fulßl his oath, that he would u˙R,., 
every knee to bow, and every tongue to confeſs him. Such 


'pear: 


per Lf 


rol 


a day is a day of his power, wherein he ſhall rule in 


the midſt of his enemies; theſe eſpecially are the times 
wherein Gon declares his firm decree, that his Son 
ſhall reign on his holy hill of Zien : And therefore thole 
that at ſuch a time do not Lay the Son, as he then ap- 
Pears 
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pears in the glory of his Majeſty, expole themſelves to 


peri from the way, and to be aafied in pieces wich 
rod of ron. 
It always is fo, that RE Chriſt is in a peculiar 
manner manifeſted, by a r work of Gov in his 
hurch, as a Father and a ſanctuary for lome, he 
is a ſtone of ſtumbling and a rock of offence to others. 
They that continue long to be offended at fuch a work 


of Chriſt, ſtumble at Chriſt, and are offended in him 


But how dangerous is it to continue always ſtumbling 
at ſuch a work, for ever doubting or It, and forbearivg 
Fully to acknowlec ge 1t, and give GOD the glory of it 


Such perions a are in danger to go and fall 3 


En d be broken, and fnared and taken, and to have Chriſt 


ia flone of ſtumbling to them, chat ſhall be an Occaſion 
of their ruin: | 
The Prop! het Iſaiah, ch. xx1x. 14. ſpeaks of Gop's 


: proceeding to do a marvellous work, that which ſhould 
. and e the wile and prudent, which the 


; Apolt] e, in Acts xii. 41, applies to the glorious WOIK 
Of econ” wrought in thote days by the redemption 


of Chriſt. . "The: Prophet in the context of that place, 
Ia. xxix. ſpeaking of the ſame 


4 
thing, and of the Pro- 
phets and Rulers and Seers, thoſe wile and prudeni, 
whoſe eyes God had cloſed, ſays to them; ver. 9. 
Stay yourſelves and wonder.” 1 
to conſider whether it be not natural to interpret it 


? 1 2 * 
ZF ners 


rhus, Wonder at this marvellous: work; let it be a 


* {ſtrange thing, a great myſtery that you know not 
© What to make of, and that you are very flow and 
& backward to acknowledge, long delaying to come to 


** a determination concerning it.” And what perſons 
are in danger of, es are thus flow to SOAR 
OD in ſuch a work, we learn by that of the Apoſtle, 


* Benola, Ye deſpilers : "ind wonder, and periſh ; by L 


work a work in your days, a work which you ſhall in 
no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto you.“ 

3. The Church is called upon greatly. to rejoice, 
when at any time Chriſt remarkably appears, to en— 
large his own kingdom, and to deliver poor fouls out 
of the pit wherein there is no water, In Zech. ix. q, 
10, 11. Reoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, 

O daughter 
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O daughter of Jeruſa alem; behold, thy King comet 


unto tber; ; he 1s juſt, and having ſalvation.“ Chris 
Was plealed to give a typical repreſentation of ſuch a 
event, in his ſolemn entry into Teruſalem, which w: 
a type of the Church or Daughter of Zion, the 
ſpoken of, probably intending it as a figure of th: 
great Pract fulblment of this prophecy, that was t 
be after his aſcenfron, When he made this his folem 
entry into Jeruſalem, and the whole multitude of th 
Diſciples were rejoicing and praiſing Gov, with lou 
voices, for all the mighty works that they had ſeer 
the Pharilbes lad, Maſter, rebuke thy Difciples ; bu 
we are told, Luke xix. 39: 40. © He anſwered and fav 
unto them, I tell you, that if theſe ſhould hold the: 
peace, the ſtones would immediately cry out.“ Sign. 
fying that if Chriſt's Diſc: ples {hould be anaflefted 0 
ſuch an occaſion, and ſhould not appear openly to ac 
knowledge and rejoice in the glory of G0, it wou! 
manifeſt {ach a ſearful hardneſs of heart, that the ver 


ſtones would condemn them. Should not this mak 


thoſe confider, who have held 5 po cace ſo lon! 
ſince Chrilt has 1 o wonderfully ma ſtead his glory ! 
this mighty work of his Spirit, 1 10 many of h 
Diſciples have been rejoicing and prutfing GOD wit 
loud voices 2 ee, 

4. The great danger of not joining with Gon 
people at that glorivus day 15 allo repre: ſented, Ia. x 
12. For the nation and king dom that will not ferv 
thee ſhall periſh ; yea, thoſe nations ſhall be utter! 
Waſted,?? | | 

Moit of the great temporal ieliverances that wer 
wrough t for Iſrael of old, as Expolitors obſerve, we! 


typical of the great ſpiritual works. of Gop for th, 
falvation of men's Jouls, and the prolperity of E. 


Church, in the days of the Golp ip et; and eſpeclally di 


they re preſent that greateſt Of all God's works of attu: 
ſalvation, that ſhall be in the latter days; Which, 


above all others the ap pointed time, id proper {ealc 


of atiual redemption of men's louls, But it may b 
obſerved, that if any appeared to oppote Gop's wory 
in thoſe great temporal deliverances: or if there we! a 
any of bis people, that on i{uch occaſions lay ſtill. an 
0d 
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ſtood at a diſtance, and did not ariſe and acknowledge 
Gov in his work, and appear to promote it, it was 
what in a remarkable manner incenſed Gop's anger, 
and brought his curſe upon ſuch perſons, 

So, when GoD wrought that great work of bringing 
the children of lirael out of Egypt, (Which was a type 
of Gop's delivering his Church out of the ſpiritual 
Egypt,) how highly aid God reſent it, when the Ama— 
lekites appeared as oppoſers in that affair? And how 
dreadfully did he curſe them for it ? Exod, xvil. 14, 
15, 16. And the Lord ſaid unto Moles, write this 
for a memorial in a hook, and rehearſe it in the ears of 


Joſhua; for I will utterly put out the remembrance of 


Amalek from under heaven. And Moſes built an altar, 
arid called the name of it Jehovah-Niſſi. For he ſaid, 
Becauſe the Lord will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation.” And how highly did Gon 
[reſent it in the Moabites ana Ammonites, that they did 
not lend an helping hand ? Deut. Xxili. 3, 4. An 
Ammonite or Moabite ſhall not enter into the congre- 


gation of the Lord; even to their tenth congregation, 


thall they not enter into the congregation of the Lord 
for ever: Becauſe they met you not with bread and 
water in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt.” 

5. That was a glorious work of Gob that he wrought 
for Iſrael, when he delivered them from the Canaanites, 
by the hand of Deborah and Barak : Which makes 
Deborah exultingly to ſay, Judges v. 21. O my foul, 
thou haſt trodden down ſtrength !” Chriſt with his 
heavenly hoſt was engaged in that battle; and therefore 
it is faid, ver. 20. They fought from heaven, the ſtars 
in their courſes fought agamft Sifera,” The work of 
Goo therefore, in this victory and deliverance wrought 


for Iſrael, was a type of that victory and deliverance 
*which he will accompliſh for his Church in that great 


battle, that laſt conflict that the Church ſhall have 
with her open enemies, as appears by Rev. xvi. 16, 
{{peaking of that great battle) * And he gathered them 
together into a place, called in the Hebrew tongue, 
Armageddon, i. e. the Mountain of Megiddo ; alluding 


to the place where the battle was fought with the Holt 


F Silera, Judges v. 19, © The Kings came and fought, 
; D the 
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the Kings of Canaan in Taanach, by the waters of Me- 
giddo.“ Which can ſignify nothing elſe thin that this 
battle, which Chriſt and his Church ſhall have with 
their enemies, is the antitype of the battle that was 
fought there, But what a dreadful curſe did ſome of 
Lirael bring upon themſelves, by lying ſtill at that 
time, and not putting to an helping hand? Judg. v. 
23. Curie ye Meroz, ſaid the angel of the Lord, curſe 
ve bitterly the inhabitants thereof: becauſe they came 
not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord 


| againſt the mighty. It ſcems the inhabiants of Meroz 


were unbelicving concerning this great work, nor 
would they hearken to Deborah's pretences, nor did it 
enter into them that ſuch a poor defenceleſs company 
ſhould ever prevail zgainſt thole that were ſo mighty; 
they did not acknow ledge the hand of Gop, and there- 
fore flood at a diſtance, and did not hing to promote 
the work: But what a bitter curſe did they bring upon 
themſelves by it! 

AI is very . ble that one great reaſon why the 


inhabitants of Meroz were ſo unbelieving concerning 


this work, was, that they argued a priori they did 
not like the beginning of it, it being a woman that 
Fit led the way, and had the chief conduct in the 
affair; nor could they believe that ſuch deſpicable in- 
{truments, as a company. of unarmed ſlaves, were ever 
like to effett- ic ; great a thing; and pride and unbelief 
wrought together, in not being \ wil ling to follow Debo- 
rah 5 the battle | 

6. It Was es glorious work of Gop that he 
wrought in the victory obtained by Gideon over the 
Midianites and Amalekites, and the children of the eaſt, 
when they came up like graſshoppers, a multitude that 
could not be numbered, This allo was a remarkable 
type of the victory of Chriſt and his Church over bis 


enemies; as is evident by the manner of it, which was 
not by human {word or bow, but only by blowing of 


trumpets, and by lights in earthen veſſels. We read 

that, on this occaſion, Gideon called the people to- 

gether to help in this great affair; and that accordingly 

great numbers reſorted to him, N came to the help of 

the Lord, Judg. vii. 235 24. But there were ſome that 
| Were 
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were unbelieving, and would not acknowledge the 
hand of Gop in that work. They were the inhabl- 
tants of Succoth and Penuel. Gideon deſired their 
heip, when he was purlung after Zeba and Zalmunna ; 
but they deſpiſed his pretences, and his confidence of 
the Lord's being on his tide, to deliver thoſe two great 
princes into the hands of ſuch a deſpicable company as 
he and his three hundred men, Gop proceeded in this 
work in a way that was exceeding crois to their pride, 
And they alſo refuſed to own the work, becauſe they 
argued @ priori they could not believe that Go 
would do ſuch great things by ſuch a deſpicable inſtru- 
ment, one of ſuch a poor mean family in Manaſſeh, 
and he the leaſt in his Father's houſe; and the com 

any that was with him appeared very wretched, being 
ba three hundred men, and they weak and faint, But 
we ſee how they ſuffered for their follv. Gideon, 
when he returned from the victory, © took them, and 
taught them with the briers and thorns of the wilder- 
nels, and beat down the tower of Penuel, and flew the 
men of the city,” Judg. vii, This in all probability 
Gideon did, as directed by the angel of the Lord, that 
is Chriſt, that firſt called him, and fent him forth in 
this battle, and inſtructed and directed him in the whole 
affair. 

7. At the return of the ark of Gop to dwell in 
Zion, in the midſt of the land of IIrael, after t had 
been long abſent, firſt in the land of the Pl tines, 
and then in Kirjath-jearim, we have an account that 
all the people from Shihor of Egypt, even unto the 
entering in of Hemath, gathered together, to alliſt in 
that great eflair: and that all Ifrael * brought up the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, with ſhouting, and 
with found of cornet, and with trumpets, and with 


cymbals, making a noiſe with plalteries and harps,”? 


1 Chron. x11, 2, 5. and xv. 28. And not only the 
men, but the women of IIrael, the daughters of Zion, 


appeared as publickly joining in the praiſes and re- 


Joicings that were on that occaſion, 2 Sam. vi. 19. 
But we read of one of David's wives, even Michal, 
Saul's daughter, who did not appear with others to re- 
joice and praiſe Goo, but kept away, and ſtood at a 


2 tance, 


40 THOUGHTS ow Tu REVIVAL. 


diſtance, as diſaffected, and dilliking the management 3 
ſhe deſpiſed and riliculed the tranſports and extreoydic 
nary manifeſtations of joy that then were; and the 
curſe that ſhe brought upon herſelf by it was that of 
being barren to the day of her death. — Let this be a 
warning to us: Let us take heed, in this day of the 
bringing up of the ark of Gop, we do not ſhew our- 
ſelves to be the children of rebellious Saul, by our 
itanding aloof, not joining in praiſe, and diſliking and 
deſpiſing the joys and aflections of God's people be- 
cauſe they are to ſo high a degree; and fo bring the 
curſe of perpetual barren ls upon our touls. 

And that we may be warned not to continue doubt- 
ing and unbelievi ing concerning this work, becauſe of 
the extraordinary degree of it, and the ſuddennets and 

iwiftnels of the accompli{--rent of the 
that pertain to it; let us conſider the example if the 
unbelicving Lord in Samaria, The Prophet Eliſha 
foretold that the great fämine in Samaria ſhould, in 
one day, be turned into an extraordinary. plenty; but 
the work was too great and too ſudden for hint to be- 
lieve: Says he, If the Lord ſhould. mate windous in 
heaven, eig tis thing be? And the cue that he 
brought upon himiclf by it was, that he /aw i with 
hits eyes, and did not eat thereof ; but miferahly periſhed, 
and was trodden down as the mare of the ft ices; When 
others were feaſting and rejoicing, 2 Rings vii. 

When Gop redeemed his people from their 
niſh captivity, and they ; 
is univerfally owned, a remarkable tvpe of the 
redemption of God's Church; and narticula FLV, ot 
the Chriſtian Church termec; [; | eritlalem: 
latter. days. But We rev of lone that 06.4 the 

Jews in that affair, | 
deſpiſed their hop 6 
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build; but you have no portion, nor right, nor me- 


morial in Jeruſalem.” And leſt we bring Nehemiah's 
imprecation upon us, chap. iv. 5. * Cover not their 
iniquity, and let not their {in be blotted out from be- 


Fore thee ;. for they have provoked thee to anger before 


thc builders.” 

8. And as perſons. will greatly expoſe themſelves to 
the curſe of Gov, by oppoſing, or ſtanding at a diſ- 
tance, and keeping ſilence at ſuch a time as this; fo 
perſons who ariſe, and readily acknowledge GOD, who 
chearfully and vigoroully exert themlelves to promote: 
this work, put themlelves in the way of the Divine 
Bleſſing. What a mark of honour does GOD put upon 
thoſe itt Iſrael, that witlngly offered tnempelves, and 
cume to the helß of the Lord again the naughty? And 


What a particular and honourable notice is taken, in 


* . 0 ? 1 FR. 7 © 
the records of Gop's word. of thoie that arole and 


3 gy | 5 
appeared as David's helpers, to introduce him into the 


kingdom of Iirael ? in the 12th chapter of 1 Chron, 
The hoſt of thoſe that thus came to the help of the 
Lord, in that work, is compared to the hoſt of Goo, 
ver. 22. And the Spirit of Gob pronounced a ſpecial 
bleſſing upon them, as thoſe that were co-workers with 
Gop, ver. 18. Then the Spirit came upon Amaſai, 
who was chief of the captains, and he faid, Thine are 
we, David, and on thy tide, thou ſon of jeiſe: Peace, 
Peace be unto thee, and Peace be to thine helpers; for 
thy God helpeth thee,” So we may conclude, that 
Gop will much more give his bleſſing to ſuch as come 
to the help of the Lord, when he lets his own Son as 
King on his holy hill of Zion. 

The favourable notice that Gon will take of ſuch. 
as appear to promote the work of Gob, at ſuch a time 
as this, may allo. be argued. from ſuch a very particular 
notice being taken in the ſacred records, of thoie that 
helped in re-building the wall of Jeruſalety, upon the 
return from the Babyloniſh captivity, Neh. chap. iii. 

9. But above all others, is Goy's eye upon Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, as expecting of them, that they 
ſhould are, and. acknowledge and hovour him in ſuch 
a work as this, and do their utmoſt to encourage and 


Promote it: For to promote ſuch a work, is the very 


D293 bulinels. 
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buſineſs which they are called and devoted to; it is the 
office to which they are appointed, as co-workers with 
Chriſt, and as his embaſladors, to awaken and convert 


unners; it is the bulineſs they have been ſolemnly 


charged with before Gop, angels and men. and that 
they have given up themſelves to, by the moit ſacred 
VOWS, Theſe elnecially are the officers of Chriſt's 
ionen, that, Pope all other men upon e earth, do 
repreſent his perſon, unto whom Chriſt has committed 
the ſacred oracles, and holy ordinances, and all his ap- 
pointed means of grace, to be adminiſtered by them; 
they are the ſtewards of his houſhold, into whoſe hands 
he has committed its proviſion ; the immoral fouls of 
men. are committed to them, as a flock of ſheep are 
committed to the care of a ſnepherd: 
them, above all others, that they ſhould have under- 
ſtanding of the times, and know what Iſrael ought to 
do; for it is their bude to acquaint themſelves with 
things pertaining to the kingdom of Gop, and to teach 
and enlighten others therein. We that are employed 
in the ſacred work of the Goſpel-Miniſtry, are the 
watchmen over the city, to whom Gop has committed 
the keys of the gates of Zion; and if, when the right- 
Ful King of Z1on comes to deliver his people, we refule 
to open the gates to him, how greatly ſhall we expoſe 
ourlelves to his wrath? We are appointed to be the 
Captains of the Hoſt in this war: And if a General 
will highly reſent it in a private ſoldier, if he refules 
to follow him when his banner is diſplayed, and his 
trumpet blown; how much more will he relent it in 

the Officers of his army? The Goſpel-Miniſtry, is the 


Principal means that Gop has appointed for carrying 


on his work in the ſouls of men; and it is his will, 
that whenever that glorious Revival of Religion, wind 
Reformation of the world, is accompliſhed, it ſhould 
be principally by the labours of his Miniſters ; and 


therefore how heinous will it be in the fight of Gop, 


if, when a work of that nature is begun, we appear 
unbelieving, low, backward and diſaffected ? There 
was no ſort of perſons among the Jews that was treated 
with ſuch manifeſtations of Gop's great diſpleaſure, for 


not acknowledging Chriit, and the works of his Spirit, 
2 


— 


It is expected of 


tend to create a luſpicion of every thin 


epidemical in the land; 


riſes. 


Os RELIGION 1s NEW-ENGLAND. 4% 


in the days of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as the Miniſters 
of Religion: See how Chriſt deals with them for it, 
in the 23d chapter of Matthew; With what gentle. 
nels did Chriſt treat publicans and harlots, in com- 
pariſon of them? 

10. If Miniſters preach never ſo good doctrine, and 
are never ſo painful and laborious in their work, yet 
if, at ſuch a time as this, they ſhew their people that 
they are not well affected to this work, they will do 
their people a great deal more hurt than good: For 
the very fame of luch a 1 o1k of Gov, if their peopls 
were ſuffered to believe it to be his work, would be 


likely to have a greater influence upon their minds, 


to animate them in relicion, than all their labours : 


8 And 


beſides, their Miniſters opinion will not only beget 


in them a ſuipicion of the work they hear of abroad, 


whereby the mighty hand of Gop, that appears in 
it, loſes its influence upon their minds; but it will alſo 
g of the like 
nature, that ſhall appear among themſelves, as being 
ſomething of the lame diſtemper that is become ſo 
and that is, in effect, to create 
a iuſpicion of all vital religion, and to put the people 
upon talking againlt it, and diſcouraging it, wherever 
it appears, and knocking it in the head as faſt as it 
And we that are Mmiſters, by looking on this 
work from year to year with a diſpleaſed countenance, 
keep the ſheep from their paſture, mſtead of doing the 
part of jh2pherds to them, by feeding them; and our 
people had a great deal better be without any ſettled 
Miniſter at all, at ſuch a time as this, 
We that are in 1515 ſacred office had need to take 
heed what we do, and how we behave ourſelves at this 
time. If we hinder and ſtand in the way of the work 
of Gov, Whoſe bulinels above alt others it is to pro- 
mote it, how can we expect to partake of the glorious 
benefits af it} Thole awful words of Chriſt to the 
Jewiſh teachers, ſhould be conſidered bv us, Matth, 


Xxlii. 13. Wo unto you, for you ſhut up the king- 


dom of heaven; —for ye neither go in yourſelves, 


neither ſuffer ye them that are entering, to go in.“ If 


e keep che hecp From their paſture, how ſhall we 


anſwꝛer 
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anſwer it to the great Shepherd, that has bought theſtrume 
flock with his precious blood, and has committed theo 
care of them to us? I would humbly deſire of every anden 
Miniſter that has thus long remained difaffected to th; wat fo 
Work, and has had contenptible thoughts of it, to of ca 
cCconider whether he has not hitherto been like Michal, great 
Wichout any child, or at leaft in a great mealure barren fore 1 
and unfucceisful in his work: I pray GOD it may not upon 
be a perpetual barreunets, as hers Was. oppo! 
 Muntters ſhould elpecially take heed of a ſpirit of day o 
envy towards other Miniſters, whom Gov is pleaſed to is pr 
make more ule of to carry on his work than they; and up, 7 
that hey do not, from tuch a Spirit, reproach ſome Ceda 
Preacher, that have the iruz Spirit, as though they were upon 
influenced by a falle Sher, or were bereft of reaſon, mou! 
and were mad, or were pioud, fal e pretendlers, and and 
delerved to be put 11 PlIlon, Or tne ſtocks, as diſturb— Wall. 
ers of the peace; leſt they expole themicives to the 11 
curſe of Shemalah the Nehelamite, who envied the 
Prophet Jeremiah, and in this manner reviled him, in wor] 
his letter to Zephaniah the Prieſt, Jer. xxx. 26, 27. not 
The Lord hatii made tiiee Prieſt in the ſtead of Je- perle 
hoiada the Prieſt, that ye ſhould be officers in the houſe 
of the Lord, for every man that is mad, and maketh help 
himſelf a Prophet, that thou ſhouldeſt put him in priton, in © 
and in the ſtocks. Now therefore, why haſt thou not his 
reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh him- ever 
ſelf a Prophet to you?” His curle is denounced in tr:b 
the gad verſe, Therefore thus faith the Lord, Be- bot! 
hold, I will puniſh Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his this 
feed: He fhall not have a_ man to dwell among his fuc: 
people, neither ſhall he behold the good that I will do Wo. 
for my people, faith the Lord, becaule he hath taught wo 


oy 


rebellion againſt the Lord,” | = ab 
It is our, wiſeſt way, fully, and without reluctance, f 


to bow to the great Gov in this work, and to be en- the 
tircly reſigned to him, with reſpett to the maiiner in pr. 
which he carries it on, and the inſtruments he is pleaſed in 
to make ule of; not ſullenly to refule to acknowledge of 
the work, in. the full glory of it, becauſe we have not ho! 
had ſo great a hand in promoting it, or ſhared ſo largely her 
wi, the blellings of it as {ome others; and not to refute 
o 
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to give all that honour, that belongs to others as in- 


t t! ſtruments, becauſe they are young, or are upon other 
1 ti "accounts much inferior to ourſelves and many others, 
Very and may appear to us very unworthy that Gub mould 


thiz 


t lo much honour upon them. If Gov has a deligr 


to of carrying on this w ork, every one, whether he be 


hal, 


great or ſmall, muſt either bow to it, or be broken be- 


rren fore it. It may be exp<ted that Gov's hand will ” 
ad . every thing that is high, and ſtiff, and " Ong 1 


oppoſition ; as in Ifoiolt ii. 12, 13, 14, 15. For the 


it of day of the Lord of Iloſts ſtall be upon every one that 


d to jg 


and 
ome 
vere 
lon, 
and 


1rb- 


the 


the 


„ III 
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Je 
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ia proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted 
up, and he ſhall be brought low ; and. upon all the 
Cedars of Lebanon, it are high and hifted up, and 
upon all the oaks of Þaſnan, ad upon all the high 
mountains, and dpon all the hills tak ate hfted up, 
and upon every. hieh tower, and upon every fenced 
Wall. LS | | | 

11. But not „ Miniſters, but every living foul, 
now vbliged to ariſe and acknowier Age G05 in bis 
Work, ane | pt 0 his hand to N te 5 as they. would 

0 


All 4 ts of 


han a 


perſons. thruus zhout the whole cobgreg: tion of Tirael, 

reat and {mall, ch and poor, men and women, 
helped to build the PROT 'n the wilderneſs; ſome 
in one wav. others ir anorter. each one according to 
his capatity-: Every on? whaſe Heut tire H up, and 
every. one: whom ns Siri made: willing s all [4411S con- 
trburcd, and all-forts. were employed: in that alfair, 


1 8 0 ? 1 « 4+ 7 J 
both inen and women. And thus zught to bel 


FF ( 1 
13 5 3 INT FFF 
this day of bullding INC I'shernacic off GOD; 1th 
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{ucn a WIII "NT and Cheartu! wWealtr Guüght EVery man 


11.11, . 
Woman and ch. d, to do ſomething to promote this 
Work: Thole that have not Onvx-ſtoncs, or are not 
Mies to bring gold or ilver, yet may #r2tg Goats hair, 

Ve have an account, how that all forts alſiſted in 
the 1 ding the, wall of Jeruialem, not only the 
proper inhabitants of jeruldem, bur thole that dwelt 
in Ol} ler parts of the . And WC have an account 


of one and another, that he repaired over g tt 23 


Roe, and of one that repaired over againſt lis cham- 


Ler- 90. ow, at this tine of re- building the walls of 


Jer ulalem 
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Jeruſalem, every one ought to promote the work of 


op within his own ſphere, and by doing what b . 
longs to him, in the place Gop has ſet him. Men 5 * 
a private capacity may repair over againſt their houſes rah 
and even thoſe that have not the government of fan. 
lies, and have but a part of a houſe belonging to then . 

ſhould repair each one over againſt his chamber: An} 1 
every one ſhould be engaged to do the utmoſt that I: ig ; 
in his power, labouring with the utmoſt watchfulne! 35 
care and diligence, with united hearts, and unite. l 
ſtrength, and the greateſt readineſs, to aſſiſt one anc = 

ther in this work; as Gop's people re-built the was | 
of Jeruſalem, who were ſo diligent in the work, th: 
they wrought from break of day till the ſtars appear, 
and did not ſo much as put off their clothes in tk 
night; and wrought win that care and watchfulne' 
that with one hand they wrought in the work, and wi. 
the other held a weapon ; and were {o Well united in! 
that they tock care that one ſhould ſtend ready with ip 
trumpet in his hand, that, if any were aſſaulted in 01 


part, thoſe. m the other parts, at the ſound of ti . 
trumpet, might reſort to them, and help them. 4-6 
VV {h L 1 | 1. ; g Ss It Our 
We thould take heed that at this day we be not lis c 


the Gadarec cs, wo when Chriſt came into their coun. /, 


try, in the exercile of his glorious power, triumphin; 

. _ : — E I 933 N 

over a legion of deve, were all alarmed. becauſe the 64 
} 1 : NE 0 
wit their twwme by :t 3 and a whole multitude of 1 ſh 

ho 


country cane, au O! Ain to depart out of the: 


5 2 CY} - — 1 , "+ re: 
conſ*s, Incy loved their ſwine. better than feſu 8 
Chriſt; and ha rather have a legion of devils in the.“ 


& 4 75 1 = a 1 * * N 7 £ n 
Country with their herd of lwine, than Jeius Chr: A 

: v ſV : ; "PEE KI 

12; +nitead | of comung to the help. of the Lord, . 

{1; "e > 4 1 12 Mt . 131K . „ „ Ar L 13» ) "IT the 
DGHD ADULLUY VS IHE agarnit him, it we are abundant m th 

2 n ; g "1 6 {1 » | 5 a 
inſiitingz on the blemfhes of the work, fo as to mant "7 

3 5 ; f * 4 } ng. 

feſt hat we are nore forward to tzke notice of whi Et 


is amiis,- than what is god and glorious in the work. 20 
Not but that the errors that are committed ought to ki 
oblerved and lamented, and the moit preÞable meds! 
uled to have the 


1 1 . * ; | } ES 
em amendeck; but an infiſting much 
upon them, as. t 


10Ugh it were a pleaſing theme, 0. 


k 
y 
1 


ſpeaking of them with heat of (pirit,. or with ridiculs 
21 | 


8 
__ and ill thoughts in the minds of others, 


f fan 


ther Work, 


Wa 

th: 
ay 
in th 
ulne 
4 Wi. 
in! 
With 
in O1 


ought to be fo among Gop's people on carth. 


| , Shepherd, 


that have chit 
With the glory of. this event, and we 


many poor ſinners that have repented ; 
an argument of ſomething very ill, 


. knowledge and honour him: 
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or an air of contempt, rather than grief for them, has 


tendency to correét the erro:s; but to darken the 
lory of Gov's power and grace, arid 10 beget jealoulics 
Whatever 
errors many zealous perſons have run into, yet if the 
in the ſubſtance. of it, be the Work of Gop, 
then it is a joyful day indeed; it is to in heaven, and 
It 15-4 
day of Front eee with Chriſt himſelf, the good 
vhen he finds his ſheep that was loſt, If 
we therefore are Chrilt's friends, tow it ſhould be a 
day of great rejoicing with us. If we viewed things 
in a jult light, fo great an event as the converſion of 
ſuch a multitude of fhnners, would eng; ige our attention 
much more than all the 1: aprude: cies and ir regularitics 
our hearts would be {wallowed up 
{ſhould have no 
great diſpoſition to attend to any thing elle, The im- 
rudencies and errors of poor. feeble worms do not 
Finder great rejoicing, in the angels of Gop, over ſo 
and it will be 
if they prevent 
Our rejoicing. 
op doubtleſs now expects, that all forts of perſon: 
in New-England, miniſters and people, high and low, 
rich. and poor, old and young, ſhould take great notice 


of his hand in this mighty work of his grace, and 


_ ſhould appear to acknowledge his glory in it, and 


Freatly to rejoice in it, every one doing his utmoſt, in 
) 4 ö Y 8 


the place that Gop has ſet them in, to promote it. 


And Gov, according to his wonderful patience, ſcems 


to be ſtill waiting, to give us opportunity thus to aC- 
But, if we hnallv refule, 
there is not the leaſt realon to expett any other than 
that his awful curſe will purſue us, and that the pour- 
ings out of his wrath will be proportionable to the 


Pourings out of his grace, which we have delpiled, 


PART 
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Shewing many in kant, wherein the Subjects, or 5. 1 


moters of this Work, have been injuriouſly blamed, 


N treating of the Methods to be taken to promo 

this Work, I would, 1. Take no! ice, wherein fau 
has been found with the n of 2 ſubjects, 
promoters of it, beyond quit, cauſe I would {he 
what things ought to be correkted or RY An 
g. What ought to be done to Promote its 


Firſt, 1 would take notice of ſome things, at win 
Oflence has been taken without: or beyond juſt caule. 


One thing that has been complained of is, Mu 
"Ea addreſſing themſelves to the Affections of th 
kearers, and triving to raiſe their Paſſions, rather?! 


earneſtneſs in voice and gelture, than by clear realo' 


ing: by which means, it is 0b} ected, the affections 


| moved, Without a proportjonable enlightening oft! 
underſtanding. 
To which 1 would ſay, J am far from thinking th. 


it is not very profitable for Miniſters, in their preac“ 


ing, to explain the Doctrines of Religion, unravel “ 
cliffculties that attend them, to confirm them wa 
ſtrengt h of reaſon and argumentation, and allo to o 
ſerve ſome method and order herein: Yet I belie 
the objection made, of affeétions raifed without e 
lightening the underſtanding, is in a great meaſure bu 
on a miſtake, and confuled notions that fome hav. 
about the nature and cauſe of the affections, and i 
manner in which they depe ne on the uncerſtandin' 
All affections are raiſed eith r by light zn the UN 
tanding, or by ſome error _ deluſion in the unde 
flanding x For all affections certainly arife from for 
opprchenſion in the underſtanding; and that appr 
henſion muſt either be agrecable to truth; or not: 
it be an apprehenſion agreeable to truth; then it 
Light in the underſtanding. Therefore the thing to! 
enquired is, Whether the appichenhons of din 
things, that are railed in people's minds by theſe 2 
ſeftionate Preachers, be apprehenſions that arc agreeab! 


to truth, or alether they are miſtakes. If the forme 


then 
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they ſhould be 
viz. by informing the mind, or convevine lisht tothe 
They away with a Wrong 

Fre achers cannot afle. 


80 


that think tholk 


by enlight ening their underſtandings, who do not do.it 
by {uch a diftin& handling of doctrinal peints, as de- 

ends on human diſcipline or the length of replon; 
and tends to enlarge their hearers learning, and pecu— 


lative knowledge in 
ng without this. 


divinityV. The 
may 
Slit view, And. to gie 


. 1 7 1 » * o 5 : | | # © 
prehenſions ot. them as are agreeable to Truth, and 
ſuch impreſhions on their hearts as are anlwerable to the 


real nature of th 
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and correctneſs of method and language: But! humbly 
conceive it has been for want of underſtanding or duly 
conſidering human nature, that ſuch preachnig has 
been thought to have the greateſt tendency to antwer 
the ends of preaching. .. And the experience of the 
preſent and paſt ages abundantly confirms the fame. 
Speculative knowled ge in Divinity i is not what is 10 
mich needed by our pcople as ſomething elſe, Men 
inay abound m this ſort of light, and have no heat: 
How much has there been of this fort of knowledge 
in this age? as there ever an age, wherein ſtrength 

and pen 1etrat ion of renſon, r of learning, exact- 
nels of diſtinction, correctneſs of file and clearnels of 
expreſon: did {o abound? And yet, was there ever 
an age, wherein there has been ſo little ſen = a0 the evil 
of Gn, lG little love to Cos, heave ly mi 1dednels and 
holnels of life, among. the profell. lors of ihe true Re- 
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124 8 : 
bled: but, let us-interptct-them howwe will, they 
at lcaſt implx, that a moft affetionate and earneſt man— 
ner of delivery, in many caſes, becomes a Preacher 0! 
Gop's word. | 

© &nothe thing. tnat ſome. Miniſters have been 
blamed ſor, I think unjuſtly, 4s {peaking terror to them 

- 1 


9 
that are alfeady under great terrors. Indeed if they 


f 
- 4 
; 2 
go about to early PCerions WHEN that which is not true. 
82 3 ' — * E _ . 1 ; 1 2 
or to aſiright em by reprelenting their cale work 
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than it is, or in any reſpett otherwiſe than it is, thev 
are to be co deines : but if they terrify them on!, 
by {till holding forth more hight, and g1V: _ them te 
underſtand more of the truth of their caſe, they arc 
: | altogether 
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altogetlier to be juſt! e 1, When {nners are 
by the Spirit of GOD, it 18 55 lig 
conlcience, enabling them to fee 1he 

if more light be let in, it Will fe them more: But 
Miniſters are not the refore to be Piamed, that they en- 
deavour to hold forth more Baht to the conſcience, 
and do not rather alleviate the-pain-they arc under, by 
int tercepting and obſtrukting the licht that ſhines 31 
ready. Why ſhould. we be afraid to bring perlons, 
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devil: And, ſeeing this is the truth, they. ib 
told fo, that they may be ferible what. their cale 
deed is. ET | 

To blame a NI. or thus declaring the Trat to 
thoſe Who are under awakerings, end not immediately 
adminiſtering N to them, is like W a Sur- 
geon, beca aſe when he has begun to thruſt in his lan- 
cet, whereby h15 Saint rinks and cries out with 
anguiſh, he is ſo cruel that he will not ſtay his hand, 
but goes on to thrull it in further, till he comes to the 
core of the wound. Such a.compaſhonate Phyſician, 
who, as ſoon as his patient began to cry, ſhould with- 
draw his hand, and immediately apply a plaiſter to ſkin 
over the wound, and leave the core untouched, would 


neal the hurt ſlightly, crying, Peace, Peace, . there 


is no Peace. 

Indeed fomething elſe beſides terror is to be preached 
to them whole coniciences are awakened ; the Golpel is 
to be preached to them, Sinners, at the ſame time that 

E 2 | they 
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they are told how miſerable their - caſe is, ſhould be 

earneſtly invited to come and accept of a Saviour: 

But this is to induce them to eſcape from the miſery of 
the condition they are now in, not to make them think 
it is leſs miſerable than it 15, Or at all to abate their un- 
ealinels and 3 while they are in it; that would be 
the way to faſten them in it, and not to excite them to 
flee from it. Comfort, in one len ſe, 1s to be held forth 
to linners under awakenin: gs Of conſcience; 1, e. Com- 


= 


fort is to be offered to them in Chriſt, on condition of 


their fecit ig from ther preſent miſerable ſtate to him; 
but comfort is not to be a dminitecd to them, in Meir 


prefent ſtate, as any thing that they have now any titie 


r = 
to, No comfort is to be admin ftered to them, from 
ally ting in tem, any of their qualihcations, Prayers 


or other performances, Palit, pretent or future; but 
Miniſters ſhould, in ſuch caſes, ſtrive to their utmoſt 
to take all ſuch comforts from them. A perſon that 
ices himſelf ready to fink into hell, is ready to ſtrive, 
lome Way or other, to lay Gop Ander ſome obligation 


to him; but he is to be beat off from every thing of 


that nature, though it greatly increaſes his terror, to 


{lee himſelf holly define \ vero d 1 3 
Ct Nicil V PLOTS CGELLILUTCY ON EVETY 1e; 0 any 
refuge, or any thing of his own: to lay hold of; as a 


man that ſees hunietf. in danger of drowuling, is un 
. 8 3 S : x 
terror, and endeavours to catch hold on every twig 


33 1 18 8 Ro 4 oO 
Within his 3 and he that 5 away thole twiss from 


him inereates 13S terror; yet 1 they are inſu! e to 
fave Hine and by being in his way prevent his looking 
to that which will {ave him, to pu ull them away 18 


tary to lave his 3 =o 

If finners are in diſtreſs, from any miſtake they are 
under, that is to be e For inſtance, if they 
are in terror, from an 98 8 enſion that they have 
committed the unp 5ardonable ſin, ſuch terrors have no 
tendency to do them any good; for they are from 
tem tion; not from conviction: But that terror 
Wh. A ariſes from conviction, or a ſight of truth, is 
to be increaſed for thoſe that are molt a wakened, have 
great remaining ſtupidity; ; they have a ſenſe of but 
little of that which is; and l e From remaining blind. 
nels and darkneſs that they {ce no more, and that re- 
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are moſt ſenſible of ther miiery, that ther Calc 
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mainig blindnels 15 a diſeaſe 
deavour to cure. 


to en- 


bk. | 
i tn 11 


that we ought 
am not afraid to tell 6 
15 In- 
deed as miſcrable as they think it to be, and a thouſand 
times more wo, ſor this is the Truth. Some e may be 
ready to lay, that though it be the Truth, yet it ſeems 
not to be ſcaſonable then: But it ſeems to me, ſuch 
Truth is never more ſcaſonable than at ſuch « time, 
when Chriſt is beginning to Open the cyes of con- 
ſcience. Minifters ought to att as co-workers: with 
Him; to take t LY, and to the utmoſt to 
improve that advantage; and When the e has be- 
gun to ſhine, then to remove all obſtacles, and ule ai 
proper means that it may come in more fully. And 
experier ce abundantly ſhows that to take this Res 
is not of an hurtful tendency. I have ſeen, in very 
many inſtances, the hap ppy elkects of it ; and never 
knew any 1 11 conſequence, in caſe of real convictions. 
act When diſtreſs bas only been from thence. 
1 know of but one caſe wherein the Truth ought 
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to be with:heid from finners in diſtreſs of conſcjence, 

an WY at is the cafe of melancholy: And it is not to 
with-held from them then, ng the rut! h tends 

to do them hurt, but becauſe, HL. e ſpeak the Trith: 


bf Rſs J © 1 A p 0 
lometimes they will be 
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Things 
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i mto_crror by it, 
is in them to take 
- be {poken with abundance of 
en 106 e ation -of their di- 
oft awful Tram 
pub lic 


1 
)INC ch 


10 them, 
ltrange W the 
wrong; unlels 
caution and prudence, and 
Polition and circumſtances, mo 
of Gop's word ought not to ho With-h 
congregations, becauſe it may 7 
perions may be in it; any more than the 
be with-held from the Chriſtian World, becauſe it is 
manifeft there are many le the 
to their own 


eld from mM 
h 


3 tha 
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who exceedingly abu 
awful th) 285 contained 112 the Scripture | 
0 uding. 

W hat has more eſpecially cry againſt 
{ome Preachers, is their fr: ghting poor children with 
talk of hell and damnation... But if thole that com- 
plain of this, really believe that all are by nature the 
chudren of wrath, and. heirs of hell; ſuch a cry be- 
trays great weak nels and inconſideration. AS innocent 
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as children ſeem to be to us, yet, if they are withou! 


Chriſt, they are not ſo in Gop's fight ; but are in a 
molt miſerable condition, as well as grown perſons; 

and they are naturally very ſenſeleſs and ſtupid, being 
born. as the wild afs's colt. M hy then ſhould we con- 
ceal the truth from them? Will thoſe children that 


have been dealt tenderly with in this reſpect, and lived 


and died inſenſible of their milery till they come to feel 
it in hell, ever thank their parents for their tenderneſe, 
in not letting them Know what they were in danger of? 
If parents love towards their children was not blind, it 
would a Heat them much more to lee them expoled to 
eternal bur nings, and yet ſenſeleſs, than to fee them 
ſuffer the diſtrels of that awake ening that 1s neceſſary in 
order to their eſcape from them. A child that has à 
dangerous wound may need the painful lancet, as well 
as grown perſons; and that would be a fooliſh pity, in 
{uch a Calcy that ſhould hold back the lancet, and Aro 
away the life. — I have ſeen the happy ellects of de caling 


Plainly with children in the concerns of their Fouls, 
without [paring them at all, in many inſtances; a 10 
never knew any ill coni{equences of it, in any one in- 


ſtancc. 


3. Another thing that has been blamed, 43 having 
{0 frequent 1 ell 


religious meetin 855 and ſpending ſo much 
time in-religion. And indeed, there are none of the 
externals of religion but What are capable of excels. 
But yet, th 15 ob} ection of Pr ſpending too much 
time in religion, has been in the general 8 
Though worldly bufineſs muſt be done; and perſons 
ought. not to- neglect the buſineſs of their particular 


calling; ; yet it is to the honour of Gop, that a people 


ſhould be 
ſhew a great e e of mind in it, as the main 
buſine(s of life: And el peclally at a time when GOD 
appears unuſually preſent with a people in wonderful 
works of power and mercy. And as to the grand ob- 
zee ion Of, Ci days Jaait thou labour; all that the 
: objectors themfetves underſtand by it is, that we may 
follow our ſecular labours in thoſe fix days, and og 


to be diligent in them: Not but ſometimes we may 


turn from. them, even within thoſe [1x da ay's, to keep a 
ay 


lo much in outward acts of Religion, as to 


es, 3 K 
pany, night-Walking, 


an enmity 


n e 
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day of faſting or thankſgiving; and that more fre- 


uently or rarely, as Gop's Providence and the ſtate 
of things ſhall call us. | 
But, if the matter be juſtly conſidered, it will ba 
found, that the country has loſt no time from their 
temporal affairs by the late Revival of. Religion, but 


rather gained time; and that more time has been ſaved 


from idleneſs and unprofitable viſits, vain talk, and 
needleſs diverſions, than has been ſpent in extraordinur: 
Religion; and probably five times as much has been 
ſaved in perion's citates, at the tavern, and in their 
apparel, as has been ſpent by religious meetings, 

That the great complaint that is made againſt ſo much 
time ſpent in Religion, cannot be in general from 4 
real concern that Gop may be honoured, is very mants 
feſt from this, that there is a much more zcalous out- 
cry made againſt this extraordinary Religion, than wes 
before againſt ſo much time ſpent in taverns, vain com- 
and other things, which: both 
waited our time and ſubſtance, and injured our moral 


virtue. 


The frequent preaching chat has lately been, has in 


| 3 _ 3 Re: 
z particular manner been objected againſt. It is ob- 


jected, that, when Sermons are heard ſo very often, 
ene Sermon tends to thruſt out another; 
1 


ſo that per- 
8 threz 


ſons loſe the benefit of all: They lay, two or 


- Sermons in a weck is as much as men can remember 


But ſuch objections, if they be not from 
againſt Religion, are for want of duly con- 
fidering the way that Sermons uſually profit an au— 
ditory. The main benefit that is obtained by preach- 


and digeſt. 


ing, is by imprellion made upon the mind in the time 


A 5 3 _ 
of it, and not by any effect that aries afterwards by 
a remembrance of what was delivered. And though an 
after-remembrance of what was heard in a Sermon is 


oftentimes very profitable; yet, for the molt part, that 


_ remembrance is from an impreſſion the words made 
on the heart in the time of it; and the memory. pro- 


fits, as it renews and increaſes that impreſſion. Now a 
frequent inculcating the more important things of re- 
hgion in preaching, has no tendency to raze out luch 
impreſſions, but to increaſe them, and fix them deepe 


and 
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nd deeper in the 
0 


Sabbath, aſter they have heard two ſermons thi 
g0 home, and ſpend the remaining pa: 


of the Sabbath in reading the Scriptures, and prititc 
which, in proportion as it has a tendency tc 
has as. much of a tendency t. 


{ſermons j 
affect the mind at all, 


drive out What they have heard, as if they WEEN 
auother Je preached, It was the practice of th 

Apolſles LO x ch every day, in places where chen 
went; yea, though ſometimes they continued long ir 
one place, Acts li. 42. 46. Acts xix, 8, 9, 10. They 
did not avoid preaching one day, for fear they ſhoul? 


thruſt out of the minds of their h 


delivered the day before, nor did Chriſtians avoic 

going every day to hear, for fear of any ſuch be 
Wa, ＋ / / 

effect. 


4. Another thing, wherem {ome N. 
much. blamed, is, 
faintings, 


"hf SEE „ TEES 
and other bodily. eflebts:; 


as tokens of the Pfeenes of Gob. and ar rguments 0 
the ſuccels of preaching 3 - ſeeming to ſtriwe to bring: 
CONg! regation to that Pals, ar d tore 0 ice in It, yea, 
bleſs Cob Whea they ſee thele effects. | 
Concerning tius l would oblerve, in the „ft plac 
that there are many things, with. reſpe& to crying 
out, falling down, &c, that are ch arged on Miniſte 


they ſpeax es 


Work of the 8 . hay 5 
WOIK O k 15 8 Spin tf Cop en the heart; or that NE) 
is | 0 2 5:9 : TIX 4 
eſteem thele bei „effects themſelves to be the Work 
of Gov, 2 as thou: gh the Spirit of Gop took hold 


ana agitated the 5 bod lies & f men; and {>me are (1 Jay gez 


Ing Ba 


with making thele things / ig, and (upp 
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perſons cannot be converted without them; wheres 
never yet could ſee the perion that held any of the: 


things, 

But for. ſpeaking of ſuc! 
of God's preſence, and argument of the 
preaching, it ſeems to me tney are no! 
becauſe I think they are fo 1 i And 
1 ſee them excited by preaching the 


ſucceis 


* . + 
theretore 


mind, as is found by experience. 
ed to be objected agalnſt, that perſons upo: 


carers What they Dad 
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of Gop's word, urged and inforced by proper argu— 


ments and motives, or as conlequent on 1 meaiis 


that are good, do not ſc: uple to reſoice in them, and 
bleis Gov for them: and that for this as J ek ) 900d 


reaſon, viz. That from time to time, uprn proper en- 
quiry and examine tion, and obleryvation 0 4 the cOLN fee 


quences, I have fou nc, theſe are all evidences that the 
2 : 
erions in 5 thole cſtetts appea r, are then under 
Fa. \ » « * Fe K 1 of TY 
the : obs UEINICES 01 (; D 8 Spiri its . 15 ngs- Out; Fi luecn 
1 1 7 
- a manner, an in with ſuch circumita uces, as 1 have feen 


them from time to time, are as much evidence tome, 
10 


1 


> 


of the general cauſe th guag 


J have learned the meaning of it the ſeme way that 


4 per [ons learn the m earning OF 5 by ue and ex- 
rience. I confeſs tbat when e a great crying- 
Out in a cor nerogat on, in the manner that I haue heard 
it, when thoſe things are ip ken Fo at "are 8 at 


thy 


heir being greatly affected by, I rejoice m 0 e 
more than merely in an: appearance of fore 
and a ſhew of affection by weeping ;3 and has becauſe 
when there have been thot 


5 


Gy 
— 
% 
_ 
— 
— 
d 
— 
— 
> 
MN 
— 
— 
8 
o 
— 
— 
— 
© 
> 
Co 


"From time to time a much greater and more ex ent 


ce 
ect. Io reſoice that the 9 of, G0 D is carried 


: - calmly, without much ado, is in eilect to rejoice 
that it is carried on with leſs: power, or that there 18 
ge Wt lo much of the influence of Gop's Spirit: For 
EY though the degree of the influence of the Spirit of 
1 Gov, on particular perfons,. is by no means to be 
e aged of by the degree of external appearances, be- 
of 1 Guile of the diflerent conſtitutions; tempers and CIr- 
e |Gpniſtances ox. men; yet, if there be a very powerful 
on WHuence of the Spirit on a miked multitude, it Will 
ide ezuſe lome way or Other a great viſible commotion. 
argen e And as to Miniſters aiming at ſuch effects; 1 luppoſe 
15% none aim at it any oth erwile, than as they ſtrive to 
er raile the affections of their hearers to ſuch an height 


r 
JX. 4. 
0 % 
Ven 


dees often appears therein; and if thoſe (ons ale 
good, and it be found by experience, that duch de- 


gree of them 5 las 2 good effect, 1 th 1k they 


" + to be juſtified in ſo doing. 


5. Again, ſome Miniſters Have been bl amed for keen 


ws perſons together, that have | been under great af. 
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fections q which have appeared in ſuch extraordinary 38 th 
out ward manifelltations, Many think this promotes cen, Fectic 
futon; that perlops in ſuch circumſtances do but did 
compoſe each others minds, and diſturb the minds d inpe 
others ; that therefore it is beſt they ſhould be a Warr 
perſed; and that hen any in a congregation are 1 
cized, that they cannot forbear outward man ikeftatic E 
of it, they thuuld be removed, that others may not!“ & fe 
diverted, wha! 
But I cannot but think that thoſe that thus object P! that 
upon quite wrong notions. of things: For though pe hure 
lons ought to take heed that they do not make an d rob 
without nece liity ; yet the unavoidable manifeſtatio! ng 
or 1 rong religious aſtections are found by experience thin 


have an excellent and durable effect: And ſo to cor: fone 
we 3 293 order things, that others may have oppo: Han; 
tunity and advantage to oblerve them, has been foum Pit! 
to be bleiled, as a great means to pr romote the Work u 


* ' ö a 
GOD; and to prevent their being in the way of ct. fore 
ler vation, is to prevent the effect of that winch Con An {| 
makes ue of .as a principal means of carrying on ba gt 
Work at ſuch a time, viz. Example; Which is oftes matt 
Ia >5 = x 1 3 — 2 DJ - 5 } 1 of 5 W "i 
iD OREN Of 13 SO CITPTUTC, as Olle Oft the chief means 4 
which. GOD would carry on his work in the time © 4hur 
the proſperity }f Religion in the latter days. In Zech om 


* * 8 
IX, 15 16, thoſe that in the latter gays ſhould be bet val 
in an extraordinary. manner with the lol), ek . wy nal 
to appear in out ward manifeſtations 3, and mak; ng ano Bel 


are pol en of as thoſe that Go p, in theſe uncomme ea 

circumſtances, will fet up to the vicw of others, a5: re 

Prize or enßgn. by their cxample_ to animate 50 am 

as men gather about an enſign, and run for a pr ( ol 
_ 


2 ren, jet up in their view. The words are; 4 Ar and 
they ſhall drink and make a noiſe as through wine, ant eve 


they ſhall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of ti age 
altar. And the Lord their Gov ſhall fave them in the; | 


day as the flock of his people; for they ſhall be as ti ſub 

ſtones of a crown, lifted up as an enſign upon hi in 

land.“ Whereas thole that make this objection, inſtes gik 

of ſuffering this prize or enſign to be in public view wo 

are for having it removed, and hid in ſome corner. hc 
„ C. Another 
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$6. Another thing that {Yes great diſguſt to many, 
35 the diſpoſition that perlons ſhew, under great af— 
gections, to ipeak ſo much, and, with ſuch earneſtneſs 


zd vehemence, to oy letting forth the greatneſs and 


18:portance of cterna | things; and to be ſo paſlionatcly 
Warning, inv ang and intreating others. 
{ I am far from thinking that ſuch a di ſpoſition ſhould 


tio che wholly without any limits or regulation: But yet 


ct nature 5 


it ſeems to me, that ſuch a diſpoſition in general is 
What both Reaſon and Scripture will juſtify. Thoſe 
that are offended at ſuch things, as though they were 


3 ynreafonable, are not juſt: Upon eee it will 


probably be found, that they have one rule of reaſon— 
ing about temporal things, and another about ſpiritual 
tings, They will not at all wonder, if a perlon on 
_ iid very great and affecting occalion, of extraordinary 


danger or great joy, 15 di poſed to ſpeak much, and 


with great ca e etpecially to. thole to Whom, ne 


© (1 35 55 in the Londs O71 dear allcékion. And there- 


ore, if they were quit, why would they not allow it 
in (piritual things ? ? And much more.in them, agreeable 
40 their valily greater importance and more ein Fo 


That a very great ſenſe of the importance of the 


things of Reli ligion, and the danger finners are in, ſhould 


ſJometimes caute an almoſt intuperable ditpoſition to 


be warn WR 15-agrceable to Jer, Vi. 10, 11. Lo whom 
CI S JS s A 
mall I peak and give warning. that they wy hear ? 


Pchold, their ear is uncircumciſed, and they cannot 
Hearken : Behold, the word of. the Lord 1s unto them 


2 reproach; they have no delight in it. Therefore I 
then m full of the fury of the Lord; I am weary wrh 


holding 0-2-1 Wy Ty! pour it out upon the children abro:; ad, 
and upon the alle Tembly of the young men together; 7 


10 ren the huſband with the wiſe "Hal be. taken, the 


aged, with him that 1s full of days.” 
But ite is ſaid by ſome. that the people who are the 


*Nubjefts of this w ork, when they get together, ſeveral 


in a room talking at the ſame time, Wake noiſe juſt 
like a company 5 drunken perions. On Which 1 


would oblerve, that it is foretold that Gop's people 
ſhould do fo, in that fore- mentioned place, Lech. ix, 


35 


8 ———— 
1 N 9 . 9 


* Vacs 
l b r 
„ 1 

"US, "AE. Pa „ I - TL TU SOT LOT =_ 


4. LS — 2 3 


-4* 


bo THOUGHTS ow Tur REVIVAL j 
15. 16, 17. which I ſhall now take more particnlhif 


notice of: The words are as follows; * The Lord Or 
Hoſts thall defend them. and they chall devour and ſu 
due with fling-ſtones, a: 1d the cy thall drink and ak of 
noiſe as through wine, and they ſhall be filled 1: to 
bowls.: and as the corners of the non And the Ln 
their Gob ſhall fave them in that d. ay as the flock fin 
his people; for they ſhall be as the ſtoncs of a.crow: Ait 
hfted up as an enſign upon his land, For how gre ET TY 
is his goodnels, and 2 w great is his beauty! Corn h P. 
make he young men cheerfal, and new wine 0 th 
ora The words. are 7ery remarkable II 
CE 


foretold, that at the time when Chriſt ſhall ſet up „ 88 
unvertal kingdom upon carth (v. 20.) the children h 
Zion fall drink, til they are filled like the veſicle 
the SanQuary 3 And, if we. Would know what hr W. 
Mall, pe thus filled with, ine prophecy explains itſel. a 
they ſhall be filled as the veſſels: of the 8 nttuary th: Fo 
contained the arink-oftering, which was wine, - A lo 
yet the words imply, that it ſhall not literally he win" 
but that. they falt be Hlled with that, Which the win L 
of. the :Erink-offerins repreſented} or was a tvre 172 
Which is the III. S „irit, as well-as the blood of Ck; 1 
that new. wine that is drank in our hens enlv Fat. it 
E. N ' 1 {hall be filled with the Spirit, wh! al, 

ne: Apoſtle ſets: in oppofition to a being drink with 81 
Wide Eph. v. 18. It is here foretold, that the « * 
ren of. Lion. In the latter days, mou! 1 be [1 a wi * 


( 
ITT 11 I 4 ; 1 I 17 3 1 
nat Willich HOUMA Mage. | enn cheerful. 
to make a noiſe as thx 


rough wine, and by. Wh | 
they that are thus filled ſhall be às the ſtönes of ro = 
I:fted up. as an _cnlign upon Gop's land, being wage, 8 
1oyiul 1 in the extraordinary manifeſtations of the heavy Þ 
ind ove of - hilt; as tt follows, How great ts M tt: 
js 5 a4: how: great is beauty 1 And is further 
earl tHat it 15 here FOretold, it {hm Fa be thus th 
etpectally ame engt „Hung pet ple : | Corn Alk 17k di 
young men cheerful, and new wine the maids, - It Would 
he ridiculous to underſtand this of - litera) bread. 1nd Ba 
wines Without doubt, the ame [piritual bleft ungs are $ 
gnihed [> bread and w me here, which Were .YepPre- * 
iented by Me! Ich zedcck's bread aud wine, and are fig. . 


110 


} 


| 


T1 3100 


n r 
Wy »*, EE LT INIT => \ —- Te: T- —— CR 
8 Ta 


ticul 


ord c 
1d lub 
hake 


5 Hying, B Bleffe ed be the tang that cometh in the name of th? 
wind Tord 7 Peace in heaven,: and. elory in the higheſt. But 
be G the Phariſees ſaid to Chriſt, Majter, reouke thy Diſciples. 
"hy: They did not underſtand uch great trantports of joy; 
it Be it {eemed to thein a very unſuitable and indecent nous 
vh and clamour that they made, a confufea uproar, mauy 
W. Frying out together as though they v ere out of their 
6 wits: they wondered that Chriſt would tolerate it. But 
Fac whit ſays Chriſt? I tell you, Tg if theſe ſhout: hold 
C21 Ver hence, the flones would immediately cry out. 
hi: Another thing that be have found fault with, 
To is 1 much ſinging in religious meetings. Objecting 
175 againſt ſuch a thing as this, ſeems to ariſe from a ſul- 
euer, Picion already eſtabliſhed of this work: They doubt of 
he pretended extraordinary love and joy that attend 
1 this work, and fo End fault with the manifeſtations of 
„ (+5, Mem. If t! hey thought perlons had truly an extiacr- 
15 dinary degree of divine love, and heavenly rejoicing 
„ud Gor D, l luppoſe they would not wonder at their 
"op having a diſpofition to be much in praiſe-. They Will 
gs ore et gbjeR againft the faints and angels 111 heaven lunging 
5 Praiſes and hallelujahs to Gop, without ceaſing day er 
uy io 8 It; and therefore doubtleis will allow that the more 
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ified by the bread and wine in the Lord's- Supper. 
One of the marginal readings is, h make the young 


men to ſpeak Which is agreeable to that in Canticles, 
of the beſt wines caujing the lips of thofe that are afleep 
to ſpear. 

We ought not be like the unbelieving Jews in Chr iſt's 
time, who were dilguited both with crying out with 
diſtreſs, and with joy. When the poor blind man 
cried out before all the multitude, “ Jt us., thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me! and conti mued inſtantly 
thus doing, © the multitude rebuked him that he ſhould 
hold his tongue,“ Mark x. 46, 47, 48. and Luke xviii. 
88, 29. They looked upon, it to_be a very indecent 


Noiſe that he made; a ching Very 111 becoming him, to 
Cauſe his voice to be heard {o much, and ſo loud. And 


when Chriſt made his tolemn entry in to Jeruſalem, tlie 
whole multitude of the Dil cip les, of all torts, eſpecially 
Young people, began to rejoice and praiſe Gon with a 
loud voice, for all the mi Sin „ works that they had ſeen, 
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the ſaints on earth are like them in their diſpoſition;, 7 
the more they will be diſpoſed to do like them. | 


But what is more eſpecially found fault with in the 
finging that is now prattiſed, is making uſe of hymns bc 
of human compoſure, And I am far from thinking 1 

I! 
that the Book of Plalms ſhould be thrown by in our „ 
publie worſhip, but that it ſhould always be uſed in 5 
the Chriſtian Church tothe end of the world: But! - 
know of no obligation we are under to confine our- g 
ſelves to it. And mit is really needful that we ſhould 1 
have lome other Songs beſides the Pſalms of David: 0 
It is unrealonabie to ſuppoſe that the Chriſtian Church * 
mould for ever, in her praiſes of Gop and the Lamb, 4; 

be confined only to the words of hs Ola Teſtament, 
wherem.all-the greateſt and molt clorious things of the 5 
Gol pet; that are en ms gre cateſt lubject s Gf Ber x 
Prai! le, are ſpoken of under veil, and not fo much wu H 
the nume of our glorious "Redeemer ever mentioned, 27-4 
put in {ſome dark Goure, or as hid under ſome type. | # 
UE I SS ES  y [ray es 
PB A R T IV. etl 
| 0 

Slewing what things are to be corrected or avorded, 
in promoting this HO, e 

EY * 
| H AVIN E thus obſerved OMe inſtances wherein . 

the conduct of thole that ha appeared to be th? f, 
{ubjetts of this work, or have e Keck zealous to prom Tots re 
1, has been objected againſt without or beyond Jul 'n 
cauſe ; I proceed now, in the Tr 

II. Place, to ſtew what things ought to be correctedl 21 

or avoided. 161 
1. If we look back into the Fiſtory of the Churc v9 Zr 
of Gon, we may obſerve it has been a common dey: tl 


of the devil to overlet a Revival of Rel; gien, when te b. 
can _ men quict no long ger, then to drive them to tl 
exceſſes and extrave gancies. He holds them back ug 
long as he can; but when he can do it no longer, the1 ot 
he will put! h them on, and, if poſſible, run them upoi h. 
their heaas. And it has been by this means chief 0 

that lie has been ſucceſsful, in icveral inſtances, tw 

overthrow 
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| F vert throw promiſing beginnings: Yea, the principal 


means by which he was ſuccelsful, by degrees to OVEr- 
{et that grand religious Revival of the w orld, that was 
in the primitive: ages of Chriſtianity, and in a manner 
to overthrow the 6 hriſtian Church through the earth, 


and to make way for an: 5 bring on the great e e 


© 


tian Apoſtacy, that maſter-piece of all the devil's 


works, was to employ the indiſcreet . zeal of Chri- 


tians, IO drive them into thole thre E extremes Of In 


enuf, in, Superjiition, and & werity tuwards Ob poſer s 3 
which ond be an everlaſting warning to the Chriſ- 
tien Church. | 

Though the devil will do his diligence to ſtir up the 


4 


open enemies of Ret: igen, vet, in a time of Revival 


of Religion, his main ſtrength is tried with 10 1e friends 
of it; in his attempts upon t the, to 21d them 


And one truly zea lous perſon, in the time 101 luch an 


event, that ſeems to have Sreat hand. in the affair, 


* 


and us the eyes of mary upon him, may do more 
(through Satan's being too ſubtif for him) to binder 
the work, than an hundred great, and ſtrong, and open 
oppoſers. 


The errors of the friends of the Work of Gon, and 


| eſpecial ily. of the great pr 2M Oters of it, give vaſt ad- 


vantage to the enemies of fuch a work, _ Indeed there 
are many things that are no er! mY but are only duties 


| faithfully done, that wound ſuch perſons more than 


real errors: But yet one real error gives oppoſers as 


much advantage, and hinders and clogs the work as 


much as ten fuppoſed ones. Real errors do not fret 


and gol the enemies of Religi ion fo much as thole 
things that are ſtrictly right; but they encourage them 
rare, they give them liberty, and open a gap for 
them; fo that ſome. who before kept their enmity 
burning in their own bowels, and durſt not ſhow 
themlelves, will on ſuch an occaſion. take courage, and 


give themlelves vent; and their rage will be like that 


'of an encmy let looſe; and thoſe that lay ſtill before, 
Ens no thing to lay but what they would be aſhamed 
Nigg of, when they have fuch a we -apon put into their hands, 
EATS l light with all violence. And indeed, the enemies 
of Religion would not know what to do for weapons 
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to fight with, were it not for the errors of the friend 


of it. And beſides, in real errors, things that are 
truly diſagreeable to the rule of Gov's word, We Can- 
not expect that Cop will appear on our fide, as if our 
errors were only {uppoled ones. 

Since therefore the errors of the friends and pro. 
moters of ſuch a glorious Work are of ſuch dreadful 
con ſequence; : and leeing the devil is ſo aſſiduous and 
ſabtil in his attempts with them, and has thereby been 
10 {ucceſsful to overthrow Relig zion heretofore ; cer- 


tainly uch perions ought to he exceeding circumipect 
and vi igilant, diflident and Jea lous of themſelves, and 


humbly de bene ent on the guidance of the good Shep- 


herd. 1 Pet. iv. 4. Be ſober, and watch unto 
Prayer. Chap. V. 8. Be lober, be vig ilant 3 he- 


. ? 2 1 E GEE : 2 3 
Caule your adverfary the denn, as a roarmg on, Walk. 
eth about.” For perſons to go on relolutely, in a kind 


5 ' Sane” 1 
of heat and vehemence, de piling admonition and COr- 


reclion, 15 directly contrary to the 110port of theſe 


words, be ſober, be vigilant. 

2. It ie a miftake 1 dave obſerved in ſome, by WAI 
they have been gre eat lx * PO ed, that th EY think thi al 
are in no danger of being milled by the devil, HERE, 
they are near to. Cop; 10 o bave no jeslous eye 


. - 7 'Þ | 7 4 — * 4 2 <i F 1 \ . a Cy % } » 1 © 7 * 
pon themſelves, and neglect wVigancc end CIFCUM- 
3 ö Ie? . ? : 4 ; 1 3 95 2211 
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error for perſons tothink they are out of danger, even 
in tlieir higheſt [piritual joy. However higlily Vi 
ay be favoured with divine comforts, yet, as long 

we arc in the world, we are in the enemies country: 


and therefore that dred ion of Chriſt to his Diſciple 


is never out of date; Watch and pray always, that 


Vu 
1 


op perl. — „ — — — — 
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7 ſently after heave 
ſoul, and the Holy Ghoſt has deſcended upon it like a 


*ſo1 me fuch in the Apolt! CS days. 
writing g to the Corinthians, was lenlible that ſome of 
"th em M would not be eaſily convinced that they had been 
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you may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things, 
and to ſtand before the Son of Man,” Luke xxi. 36. 
For though Goo ſtands ready to protect his people, 
eipecially "thoſe that are near to him; ; yet he expects 


reat care and labour of all, and that we ſhould put 


on the whole armour of Gas, that we may ſtand in 
the evil day: And whatever ſpiritual privileges we are 
raiſed to, we have no warrant to expect protection in 
any other way; for GOD has a appointed this whole life, 
as a ſtate of labour, to be all as a race or battle ; the 
ſtate wherein we ſhall have no necd of watching and 


fighting is reſerved for another world. I have known 
it in abundance. of inſtances, that the devil has come 


in very remarkably, even in the midſt of the moſt ex 
alted frames: It may ſeem a great myſtery that it ſhould 

* ſo; but it is no greater myſtery than that Chriſt 

ſhould be carried into the wilderneis, immediately after 


the heavens had been opened to him, and the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended like a dove upon him, and he heard 
that joyiul voice from the Father, Thas is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am weil pleaſed. 


15 like manner a 
Chriſtian . eee carried into a wilderneſs, pre- 
1 has been as it were opened to the 


dove, and Gop has been {weetly owning the believer, 


and teſtifying his favour to him as his Led child. 


It is therefore a great error in fome, that they are 


fixed in their way, in things that others account er- 


1 


rors, and will not hearken to admonition and counſel, 


Ebut are confident they are in the right, hecauſe they 


have great degrees of the Spirit of GOD. There were 
The Apoſtle Paul, 


1 any error, becauſe they looked UPON th emlelves as 
Eſbiritual, or full of the Spirit of Goo, 1 Cor. xiv. 
37, 38. But, laith he, © If any man think himlelf to 


© be a Prophet, or (piritual, let him acknowledge that 
the things that I write unto you are the commandment 
of the Lord; but if any man bc ignorant, let him be 
> ignorant.“ 
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And although thoſe that are [piritual amongſt us hav 

no infallible Apoſtle to admoniſh them, yet let me in 

treat them, to weigh what may be ſaid to them by 51 e 
that is their hee ity and fervent friend. Concerning! 


errors that have been committed, or that ve may * 


epo ſed to, in methods or practices that have been, or. 


may be, fallen into, by the zealous friends cr Promoters 
of this great VV ork. of Gop. 

9. In ſpcaking of the errors that have been, or that 
WC are in danger of, I wo uld, 

Firſt, Take notice of the cauſes wlience the errors 
that attend a great Revival of Religion uiually ariſe; 
and,. oe 18 e errors that ariſe from cech- of thoſe cauſes. 

Seco „Ob ion Ve tome. ertors that have been wins 

. 
10 ence of ſeveral of thoſe cauſcs con Junctly. 


of thele, the errors that attend a great 


Rcvivalot Religion ufually ariſe from thele three things; 
'S Undilcerned ſpiritual Pride. 2. Wrong Principles. 
ONOLance of Satan's Devices, 
he firſt and worſt cauſe. of errors, in ſuch a Nate 
thing gs, is iritual Pride. This is the main doc 
Which the devil comes in. It is the chief inlet of 
ke from the bottomleſs pit, to darken the mind and 
miſlead the judgment. This is the main ba nale 
which the devil has hold of religious per! lons, and-t 
chief ſource of all the. miſchief that he 11 itrod ces. to 
clog and hinder a Work of Gov; It is by this that 
the mind defends itſelf in other Ei xrors, | 
lelf againſt light, by which 16 might be corrected a 
land The Fo iritu; ly P! ud man 18 füll of 
already, he does not nced inÞtrufio; 
delpif ie the offer of it. 

1 know that many things are injur: e laid to.tlic 

ride of thoſe that are zezlous in the -aule of (30D; 
When any perlon 2 Cars ale üs in Re! 18 


PR 


IC 
* nr 
IBORC II 


33 
* 


E. . 
RO 
15 


and Is read to 


guiſhed with ſuccels, ten to one 8 tlie that are 
about him will laſpect (wheiher they have cauſe or 
that he is very proud of his good WY 2 and that he us 
0 tts to have 5 thought that 0 boch iS 10 good as he, 
Thole that are themſelves cold and dead, 


luch as never had ny Experience of the Power of god— 


I: nets 


e 


jon, eKerts 
himſelf. more than others do, or ſcems to be Aiſtin 
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7 Uneſs on their own hearts, are ready to entertain ſuch 
thoughts of the beſt Christi lians, Which ariſes from a 
ſecret enmity againſt vital piety, 


But then zealous Chriſtians ſhould. take heed that 
this d 0 not prove a ſnare to them, and that the d SY do 


˖ 
not take advantage from it, to blind their eyes fr 
ding v4 What is indeed in their hearts, and make the: 
think, becauie they are charged with pride Wrong» 
fully, in many things, that thercſs: e it is 10. in e every 
thing. Alas, how much pride have the beſt of us 1 
gur hear oy It is th 8. W. Ads part ot tne body of an 
and death: It is the Hrft tin that ever etitercd into the 
Piverle, and the 13 ü (Hat is rooted out. 

The corruption of nature AY al! be reſolved into 
e things, Pride and IV orldly-mindedn fs, the Deuil 
and the Beaſt - Theſe are the two. pillars of Dagon 
temple, on Which the whole houle leans, But the 
Former of thele is every way the Worſt part; it is th 
Hrft-born Son of the Devi! 
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Aman chiefly confiſts in it; it is the laſt thing ina 
Inner thet is overborn by convidion, in order to cone 
Ferfion; and it is moſt likeithe Devil tits Fathe „ 1 2 
ſerpentine deceitfulnels; it lics- deepeſt, and is moſt 
ative, moſt ready {ecr2tly to mix itlelf with every 


hig. 

It takes occaſion to ariſe from every thing it 

5 12 5 6 3 b 6 

verts and abules CVeIiy 3 and even the exerciſe 
14288 CS 4 

& rcal grace, and real humi 
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ert itlelf: It is a in that 8 89S it were; man 
lives ; if you kill it, it will live ft; if . q 
a1 0 To ipprels it in onc ape, it fies in 

it 4s all gone, it is there Rill-t 
W Kinds of 1t, that lie in different fortus: 
Wc under another. Mie had 
the greateſt watch Imagin 
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need therefore to Have 
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Felpect to this Matter: and to cry mol carnciiiiito ths 
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Feat ſearcher of hearts for his help. le tit: 
8 1eart Is a fool, 


5 . 3 
Piritual pride in its own nature 1s lo ſecret, . 
15 not lo well « 
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:icerned | by immediate intuition on the 
Wing niclf, as by the fruits of ut; tome.” of which L 
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would mention, together with the contrary fruits of © 


humility. 
4 81 piritual pride diſpoſes to ſpeak of other OR 
ſins, their enmity againſt Gop and his people the 


miſerable deluſion of hypocrites and their enmity againft 
vital picty, and the deadneſs of ſome Chriſtians,” with 
bitterneſs, or with laughter and levity, and an air of 
contempt «; whereas humility dilpoſes, either to be 


filent about them, or to ſpeak of them with grief and 
pity. ; 


humble man is moſt jealous of himielf; he is ſo ſul- 
picious of 3 in the world as he is of his Own 
heart. He has ſo much to do at home, and ſees! 
much evil in his own heart, and is ſo concerned about 
it, that he 15 not apt to be very buly with others hearts; 
he complains molt of himſelf, and cries out of his own 
coldneſs, and is ready to hope that there is no body 
but What has more love and thankfulneſs to Gov 
than he. 5 | | 

In a 3 to this, it has been the manner in 
ſome places, or at leaſt the manner of ſome perſous, 
to peak of almoſt every thing that they ſee amiſs in 
others, in the moſt harſh, ſevere and terrible lan guage. 
It is frequent with them to 7 of others Opinions 0! 
conduct or advice, or of their coldneſs, their ſilence, 
their caution, their prudence, that they are from the 
devil, or from hell; that ſuch a thing is deviliſh, or 
helliſh, or curſed, and that ſuch perſons are ſerving 
the devil, or the devil is in them; fo that the word; 
Dell ad Hell are almoſt continual! y in their mouths, 


And ſuch kind of language they will commonly ule, 


not only towards wicked men, but towards them that 


they themſelves : allow to be the true children of Gov. 


and alſo. towards: Miniſters and others that are mu ch 


their ſup iors. And they look upon it as a virtue an d 


high ment thus to behave themſelves. Oh, fv 


they, we muſt be plain and bold for Chrijt, we muy 44 


0 1 war d. 41 fin wherever we fee it, we muſt 10 
'nce the matter in the cauſe of GOD, and when ſpoat- 
my for Cir: ft, 
What 


Spiritual pride 18 apt to ſuſpeR others; ; whereas an | 
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ip What a ſtrange device of the devil is here, to over- 


Wb. cow all Chriſtian meeknets and genilenels, and even 
all ſhew and appearance of it, under a cloke of bis 
fnttity and zeal and boldneſs for Chriſt! And it is 
2 remarkable inſtance of the weakneſs of the human 
Fa. and how much too cunning the devil 1s for us! 

e grand defence of this way of talking is, that 
bey FR no more than what is true, and that true Chri- 
tizns K now 1t.to be true, and therefore will: not: be of- 
Fenced, to hear ſuch'ex pre Mons. It is Guly {liy-they;) 


| ; Eo Wa 
y pocrites, that are p rovoked and feel their enmity ris 
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n eficem of others above themſelves, Which asht to 
lothe the children of God all over? Not but that 
zriſtians ſhould watch over one aticther, and in any 
| Jamly and faiths 


le reprove one another, and do it 5 
V3 but it does not thence follow that dear brethren 
in the falnily of Gop, in rebuking one another, ſhould 
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uſe worſe language than Michael the archangel dus 
uſe when rebuking the devil himſelf. 

Chriſtians. that are but fellow worms, our oht at lech 
to treat one another with as much humilit y and genteß 
neſs as Chriſt, that is infinitely above them, treats ; then! 

zut how did Chrilt treat his diſciples when they wer: 
ſo cold towards him, and fo regardleſs of him, at t!: 
time when his ſoul was excceding forrowful even vn 


death, and he in a diſmal agony was crying and {wer \ 
ing blood for them? One would th ink then Was 'L 
proper time, if ever, to. have e them fo low 
deviliſh; helliſh, curled and demned llethfolnefs a» 
deadnels. But after what manner does Chriſt repro i 
them? Behoia his 5 1200 iat, cose 
ye not watch with ine one hour ® The Spirit tndecd 1 of 
Wing, but the See jn 5 wear... And how did he tren . 
Peter Chen ke was aſhamed. of his in alter, Chile ke fer 
wes made a mocking-ſtock anda ſpitting-ſtock for bim. = 
Why. le looked upon him With a look of love, and ter 
me elted bis heart. 2 ma 

5 Ag un, {prritual pride often Giipole s PC erſons t5 A 
fin giilarity in Stern appearance, to affect a fingal on 
Wey f [pes king, to uſe a different ſort of Dialect frenk * 


others, or to be lingular in voice, or air of counte. mM 
nance or behaviour: But he that is humble, thous! C 
he weill be krm to his duty, however ſingular he is n 


it; yet delights not in f. ngularitz, Gi hogularity' 1 
ſake; but on the contrary. is diſpoſed to become al. 1 


things to all men, and to yield to others, and confort. 
to them and pleaſe them, in every thing but 1 * 
Spiritual pride e 8e occaſions a certain ſtiffne 
and jnflexibility in perſons, in their own judgment a ant 
their own Ways; whereas the humble To lon, thou! 
he be inflexible in his duty, and in thole 2 things wherein > 
Gop's honour is concerned; and with regard to tempt 
tion to thoſe things he ap prehends to be ſinful, though 1 
in never ſo {mall a degree, he is like a brazen 1 0 5 "vol 


in other things he is of a pliable diſpoſition, ready tc: c 
pay deference to others opinions, to comply with ther oF 
inclinations, and has a heart that is tender and flexible, c 
like a little child, . 

Spiritua! 
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Piritual pride diſpoſes perſons to affect perlen 
4 ſtand at a diſtance from others, as better than they ; 
but on the contrary, the humble Chriſtian is ready te 
TY ok upon himſelf as not worthy that others ſhould be 
gente . Upited to him: And though he will not be a com 
chad Panion with one that 15 vilibly Chriſt' s enemy, yet his 
„e Upiverlal benevolence de lights! in union with his fellow 

at: th ckcatures, and *will maintain it as much as he poſſib! y 
1 145." without giving open countenance to iniquity, or 
e Wounding his own -loul, 

is 8 The humble Chriſtian is as it were clothed wit! 

r nes mildnets, meeknels, gentleneſs of Spirit and 
% ..Whaviour, and with a foft, ſweet, condeſcending, win- 
5 ning air and deportment; 4 things are juſt tle gar- 
207 ments to him, he is clothed Wil humility; he puts on, 
FP as the Elect of GOD, holy and beloved, bowels of -mer- 
beg Hes, KAindneſs, hunuwlencſs of mind, mecknejs, long-ſuf- 
Te he Kris. 
ie: Hemility has no ſuch thing as roughnels, or con- 
4 n Ewpt, or fierceneſs, or bitterneſs in its 1ature 3 it 
 - Wakes a — ke a little child,  harmiets and inno- 
ns Eent, and. that none need to be afraid of; or like a 


J 


ol mb, deftitute of all bitterneſs, wrath, anger and 
glare 


d Qu. 


5 clamour. 1 
unte. With ſuch a Spirit as this ought eſpecialty zealous I 
10ugh Mini! ters of the Golpel to be clothed; ant thole hat 1 
48 1 Coo 15 pleaſed to empioy as 11 uctrume. nts of promo Enn 8 | 
rity": his Work: They Oug! t jadeed to be ex plicit in prea ch. 170 
me al ing the word of 3 0 without um! SE g the matten * by 
form All; ; in handling the ſword of the. Spi Fit, as the Mins 4 
t n. ny of the Lord of Hoſts ; they ouzht not to be m. 14 Ty 
iffneß 1 gentle, t they are not to be gentle and modcrate Ys . 
it and ens g and awakening the conſcience, but hould be 1 
ouch 3 of Thunder. The Word of GOD, w coded . 11 8 | 

leren elf ſharper than any two-edged {fword, ought ot to 


| * Iheathed by them, but ſo uſed that its ſharp on 
ouch Pay have their full eflect, even to the dividing alk Hi 
_— der foul and {pirit, joints ing Marrow ; (vrovided they.” | 
dy tc do it without zudg ging particular perſons, leaving it to T 
ther Conicience and the Spirit of Gop to make the appl:- 
*1Þ1e, cation :) but all their converſation ſhould ſavour of no— 
$i ing but lowlinels and good-will, love and pity to 
ua! all 
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all mankind; ſo that ſuch a Spirit ſhould be lad 8 


ſweet odour diffuſed around them wherever they gag 
or like a light ihining about- them, their faces hou 


as it were ſhine with it; they ſhould be like lions wlll 2 
gia! lty .conſciences, but like lambs to men's perlons, 


This would have no tendency to prevent the awaken. 
ing of men's conſciences, but on the contrary would 
have a very great tendency to awaken them; it would 
make way for the ſharp (word to enter; it would re. 
move the obſtacles, and make a naked 'brealt for the 
arrow. Yea, the amiable converlation of ſuch Mint 

ſters, in itlelf, 1 you! Id terrify the conſciences of men, 
as well as their terrible preaching ;- both would co-ope. 
rate, one with another, to {abdue the hard, and brmp 
down the proud heart. Ik there had been conſtant] ly 
and aniverfaly obſervable ſuch a behaviour as this in 
itineraut Fre chers, it would have terrihed the con. 
{ciences of ſiuners ten times as much as all the invec- 
tives and cenſorious talk there has been concerning par. 


ticular. perions, Fheſe things have rather ſtupihel 


ſinners coalcicnces; they take ng and make 1 
of them as a ſhield, wherewith to.defend themfctra 
from the fharp s tos oe the Word that are ſhot by 


theſe Preachers: ue enemies of the preſent Wo 1 


have been glad of (ele things with all their hearts, 
Many of the molt bitter of them are probably ſuch 25 
in the beg aug of this Work had their conſciences 
ſomethin 8 galled and terrified with: it „ but theſe errors 
are the things they chich ay make ule Of to heal the fore 
that vas ade | in their contciences. 

6, birne Pride takes great notice of oppoſition 
and injuries received, and is apt tobe often ſneaking of 
them, and to be much in tak <img notice of the aggra- 
vations..of them, ether with an air of biterne{s. or 


conitempt: Whereas humility diſpoſes a perion to be 
like his Lord, when reviled, dumb, not Opening b¹8 5 
mouth, but committing. himlelf in filence to him that 


ö 1 3 1 Pea . INS 
Jadgeth righteoulfle . "The humble 1 7 the more 


cl: morous and furious the wo rid agan at ! him, the 
more filent and ſtill will he be unle 6 it be in his cloſet, 
and there he will not be ſtill. "Oar bleſſed Lord ſcems 
never to have been lo hlent, as when the wor! Id com- 


pailed 
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P: aſſed him round, reproaching, buffeting and ſpitting 


on him, with loud and virulent outcries, 


There has been too much talk of late, among many 
ol the friends of religion, about oppoſition and perſe- 

cution. It becomes the followers of the Lamb of Gon», 
When the world is in an uproar about them, and full 
of clamour againſt them, not to raiſe another noiſe to 
anſwer it, but to be ſtill and quiet. It is not beauti- 


ful, at ſuch a time, to have pulpits and converſation 


ring with the found of Perſecution, Perfecution, or with 
abundant talk about Pharijees, carnal per e aud 
the ſeed of the ſerpent. 


Meeknels and quietneſs among Gop's peop! e, when 


*oppoled and reviled, would be the ſureſt way to have 
Gov remarkably appear for their defence, Nothing 
is ſo effectual to bring Go down from heaven in tho 
defence of his people, as their patience under ſuffer. 
"ings, When Chriſt © girds his ſword upon his thigh, 
with his glory and majeſty, and in his majeſty rides 
pProſperouſly, his right hand teaching him terrible things, 
it is becaule of Truth and Mrzxxtss, and Righteoul- 
els,” Plal. xlv. 3, 4. Go will cauſe judgment to 
be heard from heaven; the carth ſhall fear and be ſtill, 
and Gop will ariſe to judgment, to ſave all the mel 
of the carth, Pal. Ixxvii. And thus it is that we 
might expect to have Chriſt appear for us, if, under 
all the reproaches we are loaded with, we e behaved our- 
ſelves with a lamb-like mcekneſs and gentlenels : But 
if our ſpirits are raiſed, and we are vehement and noiſy 
with our complaints, this will be to take upon us our 
Pen defence, and GOD will leave it w 1 


Ig 10 vin 
flicate our cauſe as well as we can; yea, if we go on 
in a way of bitternels, and high cenſuring, 10 Vill DO 


he way to have him rebuke us, and put us to han 
before our enemies. 


Here ſome may be ready to fav, It is not in our 


8 ie gown cauſe that we are thus vehe ment, but in the 


# caule of CoD; and the Apoſtle directed the pri- 
* mitive Chriſtians to contend earnefily for the baith 
once delivered to the Seints,” But how was it that 
the primitive Chriſtians contended carneſtly for the 
gar They defended the Truth with a holy con- 
C verſion, 
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verſation, but gave their reaſons with meekneſs and 


fear : They contended earneſtly for the faith, yea, they 
reſiſted unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin but the blood 
that was ſhed in this earneſt ſtrife, was their own blood, 
and not the blood of their enemies, It was in the cauſe 
of GOD that Peter was ſo fierce, and drew his ſword, 
and began to {mite with it; but Chriſt bids him put up 
his ſword again, telling him that they that take the 
{word ſhall periſh by the ſword. They are the greateſt 
conquerors in a time of perſecution, who bear it w th 
the greateſt meekneſs and patience. 

Another effect of ſpiritual Pride is a certain ſelf 
confident boldnels before Gon and men, Thus ſome, 
in their great rejoicings before GOD, have not rejoiced 
with a reverential trembling, in a proper ſenſe of the 
Majeſty of God, and the awful diſtance between Gov 
and them. And there has allo been an improper buld- 
nels before men; which is a great error, and quite con- 
trary to Scripture. There is a fear of reverence that 
is due to ſome men, Rom. xiii. 7. Fear to whom 
fear, honour to whom honour.” And there is a fear 
of modeſty and ſhamefacedneſs in inferiors towards {11- 
periors, that is amiable, and required by Chriſtian Rules, 
1 Pet. iii. 2. While they behold your chaſte conver- 
ſation, coupled with fear.“ And, 1 Tim. ii. 9, * In 
like manner alſo, that women * n themſelves in 
modeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and ſobriety.” 
And the Apoſtle means, that modeſty, or ſhamefaced- 
neſs, and reverence towards men, ought to have {ome 

lace, even in our religious communication one with 
another. The ſame 1s allo evident by 1 Pet. iii. 15, 
Be ready always to give an anſwer to every man that 
a\keth you a realon of the hope that is in you, with 
mes and fear.“ It is well if that very fear and 
ſhamefacednels, which the Apoſtle recommends, has 
not ſometimes been condemned, under the name of a 
curſed fear of man. | 
It 1s beautiful for perſons, when they are at prayer 
as the mouth of others, to make Goo only their fear 
and their dread, and to be wholly forgetful of men 2 
that are preſent, who, let them be great or ſmall, are 
nothing in the preſence of the great COD. Andit is 
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beautiful for a Miniſter, when he ſpeaks in the Name 
of the Lord of Hoſts, to be bold, and put off all fear 
of men, And it is beautiful in private Chriſtians, 
though they are women and children, to be bold in 
profeiling the faith of Chriſt, and in the practice of all 
Religion, and in owning God's hand in the work of 
his power and grace, without any fear of men, though 
they ſhould be reproached as fools and madmen, and 
frowned upon by great men, and cait off by parents 
and all the world. But for private Chriſtians, domen 
and others, to inſtruct, and exhort, with a like fort 
of boldneſs as becomes a Miniſter when preaching, Is 
not beautiful, | 

8. Another effect of ſpiritual Pride is Aſſuming : It 
makes it natur l to perſons lo to act and ſpeak, as tho' 


it in a ſpecial manner belonged to them to be taken 
notice of, and regarded, It is very natural to a per- 


fon that is much under the influence of it, to take all 
the reſpect that is paid him: If others ſhew a dilpo- 
ſition to yield him the deference of a pieceptor, he is 
open to it, and freely admits it; yea, it is natural for 
him to expect ſuch treatment, and to take much notice 
of it if he fails of it, and to have an ill opmion of 
others that do not pay him that which he looks upon 
as his prerogative, He is apt to clothe himſelf with a 
judicial and dogmatical air in converſation, and to take 
it upon him, and what belongs to him, to give forth 
his lentence, and to determine and decide. Whereas 


humility vaunteth not elf, and is apt to prefer others 
ex honour, One under the influence of ſpiritual Pride, 


naturally puts on the airs of a Maſter : Whereas one 
that is humble naturally has on the air of a Diſciple ; 
his voice is, © What ſhall I do? What ſhall 1 do, 
that I may live more to Gop's honour ? What ſhall 
„do with this wicked heart? He is ready to re- 
ccive inſtruction from any body, agreeable to James i. 
19, * Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man 
pe ſwift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak.” The humble Chriſ- 
tian thinks he wants help from every body ; whereas 
he that is proud thinks every body wants his help. 
Chriſtian Humility intreats and beſeeches; ſpiritual 
Pride affeRs to command, and warn with authority. 
= 8 There 


_ 2/0 or” CIT REID Cog > ee 2 Ince 

A e : 

Age 3 * 1 
** — 4 - -—- . * 1 1 


: — of fa 
— — n lh, 
- £2 þ 3 . ye 
_ * * — * 
*X 1 * n 
<—Y 


ww 


” 2 2 
3 4. "re 


76 THOUGHTS os ruz REVIVAL 


There ought to be the utmoſt watchfulneſs againſt 

al inch appearances of ſpiritual Pride, in all that pro- 
Feta to have been the ſubjects of this work, and eſpe- 
cially in the promoters of it, but above all in itinerant 
Preachers: The mo!t eminent gifts, and higheſt tokens 
of Govp's favour will not excuſe them. Alas! what 
is man at his beſt eſtate! What is the moſt highly fa- 
voured Chriſtian, or the moſt ſucceſsful Miniſter, that 
he ſhould now think he is ſufficient for ſomething, and 
ſomebody to be regarded; and that he ſhould go forth, 
and act among his fellow Creatures as if he were will 
and ſtrong, and good! 

They whom Gop has made uſe of, as it were, to 
bring up his people out of Egypt, as he did of Moſes, 
ſhould take heed that they do not provoke Go, as 
Moſes did. The fruits of Moſes's vnbelief, which pro- 
voked Gop to ſhut him out of Canaan, were chiefly 
theſe two; Tit, His mingling bitterneſs with his zcal, 
He had a great zeal for Gov, and he could not bear to 
ſee the intolerable {tiff-neckedneſs of the people, that 
they did not acknowledge the work of Gop, and were 
not convinced by all his wonders they had ſeen; But 
human paſhon was mingled with his zeal: © They 
angred him allo at the waters of ſtrife; ſo that it went 
n with Moſes for their ſakes: Becauſe they provoked 
bis Spirit, ſo that he ſpake unadviſedly with his lips.“ 
Plal. cvi. 32, 33. Hear now ye rebels, ſays he, with 
\ bitterneſs of language. Seconaly, He aſſumed too much 
to himſelf; Hear now ye rebels, muſt we fetch water out 
ef thus rack ? His temptations indeed were very great; 
for he had had great diſcoveries of Gop, who had made 
him the mitrument of great good to his Church: And 
they were now too ſtrong for him: Which ſurely 
ſhould make our young Miniſters exceeding careful, 


and diſtruſtful of themſelves. Alas! how far are we | 


from having the ſtrength of holy, meek, aged Moles ! 
And the temptation at this time is exceeding great to 
both thoſe errors that Moles was guilty of: To bitter- 
neſs and corrupt paſſion with zeal ; there is ſo much un- 
reaſonable oppoſition made againſt this glorious work, 
and ſo much ſtiff-neckedneſs manifeſted in multitudes 
of this generation, notwithſtanding all the wonderful 
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Works of God, And there 1s allo great temptation 
to an aſſuming behaviour: When a Minilter is greatly 
bleſt from time to time, and fo draws the eyes of the 


| multitude upon him, and he ſees himſelf flocked after, 


and reforted to as an oracle, and people are ready to 
adore him, and to offer ſacrifice to him, as it was with 
Paul and Barnabas at Lyſtra, it is almoſt impoſſible for 
a man to avoid taking upon him the airs of a maſter, 
or ſome extraordinary perſon; a man had need to have 
much divine aſſiſtance, to reſiſt the temptation. But 
the greater our dangers are, the more ought to be our 
watchfulneſs and prayer, and diffidence of ourſelves. 
And we ſhould take warning by Gideon, who after 
Cop had highly favoured him, and made him the in- 
ſtrument of a wonderful deliverance for his people, at 
length made a Gop of the ſpoils of his enemies, which 
became a ſnare to him and to his houſe. 

There has been in ſome, that I believe are true 
friends of religion, too much appearance of pride, in 
their treatment of thoſe that they looked upon to be 
carnal men; and particularly in refuſing to enter into 
any Lfoourl or realoning with them. Indeed to ſpend 
a great deal of time in jangling about Religion, 15 not 
the way to propagate it; and ſome are ſo dreadfully 
ſet againſt this work, that it is a diſmal taſk to diſpute 
with them; all that one can {ay is utterly in vain, I 


have found it fo by experience. But yet we ought to 


de very careful that we do not refuſe to diſcourſe with 
men, with any appearance of a ſupercilious neglect, 

as though we counted them not worthy to be regarded; 

en the contrary, we ſhould condeſcend to carnal men, 
as Chriſt has condeſcended to us, to bear with our un- 
teachableneſs and ſtupidity, and {tl to follow us with 
inſtructions, line upon line, and precept upen precept, 
laying, Come, let us reaſon together,; letting light before 
us, and uſing all manner of arguments with us, and 


waiting upon ſuch dull ſcholars, as it were hoping that 


we ſhould receive light, We ſhould be ready with 


meeknels and calmnets, without hot diſputing, to give 


our reaſons why we think this work is the Work of 
Cop, to carnal mea when they aſk us, and not turn 


them by as not worthy to be talked with; as the 
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Apoſtle diregted the primitive Chriſtians to be ready to| | 
give a reaſon of the Chriſtian Faith and Hope to the} 


enemies of Chriſtianity, And we ought not to con- 
demn all reaſoning about things of Religion under the 
| For my part, I deſire no better 
than that thoſe that oppoſe this work ſhould come ( 
fairly to ſubmit to have the cauſe betwixt us tried by 


name of carnal reaſon, 


ſtrict reaſoning, 


One quilification that the Scripture ſpeaks of once | 
and again, as requiſite in a Miniſter, is, that he ſhould | 7 
be da Or, apt to teach, 1 Tim. iii. 2. And the f 2 
Apoſtle ſeems to explain what he means by it, in 2 1 
Tim. ii. 24, 25. or at leaſt expreſſes one thing he in- 


tends by it, viz. That a Miniſter ſhould be ready 
meekly to condeſcend to, and inſtruct oppoſers ; © The 
« ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle 


« unto all men ; apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs | 1 
6 inſtrutting thoſe that oppole themſelves, if Gop per- 
«© adventure will give them repentance, to the acknows. | 


« ledging of the Truth.“ 


Secondiy, Another thing from whence errors in con- [2 
duct, that attend ſuch a Revival of Religion, do ariſe, 


is wrong Principles. | 


Once of theſe is, that whatſoever is found to be of | + 


preſent benefit ought to be practiſed, without looking 
to future conſequences, 


' ſelves about conſequences, but leave them with Gov. 
Indeed things that are in themſelves our duty, being 
required by abſolute commands of God, mult be done, 

; 12 future conſequences left with Gon; our diſcretion 
takes no place here; but in other things we are to be 
governed by diſcretion, and mult not only look at the 
-preſent good, but our view mult be extenſive, and we 
mult look at the conſequences of things. It is the 


duty of Miniſters eſpecially to exerciſe this diſcretzon : 
in things wherein they are not determined by an abſo- 
| late rule, and that are not enjoined them by a wiſdom 
fuperior to their own, Chriſt has left them with that 
FE . general 


Some perſons ſeem to think | : 
that it ſuſhciently juſtifies any thing that they ſay or 
do, that it is found to be for their preſent edification, | 
and the edification of thoſe that are with them; and 
therefore they think they ſhould not concern them- 
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general rule, That they ſhould exerciſe the utmoſt wiſ- 
da om in purſuing that which, upon the beſt view of the 
' conſequences of things, will tend molt to the advance- 
ment of his kingdom, This is implied in thoſe words 
of Chriſt to his Diſciples, when he ſent them forth, 


„Be ye Wile as ſerpents, Matt. x. 16. The Scrip- 
tures always repreſents the Work of a Goſpel Miniſter 
by thoſe employments that require a wile foreſight of, 
and proviſion for, future conſequences, So it is com- 


poared to the buſineſs of a Steward, a bulineſs that in 


an eminent manner requires forecaſt, and a wile laying 


. in of proviſion for the ſupply of the nceds of the 
family. So it is compared to the buſineſs of an huſ- 
bandman, that almoſt wholly conſiſts in thoſe things 


that are done with a view to the future fruits and con- 
ſequences of his labour. So the Work of the Miniſtry 


is compared to that of a wiſe Builder or Architect, 
who has a long reach and comprehenſive view; and 


for whom it is neceſſary, that, when he begins a build- 


ing, he ſhould have at once a view of the whole frame, 
and all the future parts of the ſtructure, even to the 


pinacle, that all may fitly be framed together. So it 


| is compared to the buſineſs of a Trader or Merchant, 
© a buſineſs that exceedingly requires forecaſt, and, with- 


out it, is never like to be followed with any ſucceſs, 


It is alſo compared to the buſineſs of a Soldier that goes 


to war, which is a buſineſs that perhaps, above any 
other, requires great foreſight, and a wile proviſton for 


kuture events and conſequences. 


And particularly Miniſters ought not to be careleſs 


how much they ruffle the minds of thoſe they eſteem 
"natural men, or how great an uproar they raile in 
the carnal world. This certainly is not to follow the 
example of St. Paul, who, though he would not de- 


2 


F 


* 


part from his duty to pleaſe carnal men, yet, wherein 
he might with a good conſcience, did exceedingly lay 


cout himſelf to pleaſe them, and if poſſible to avoid 


raiſing in the multitude, prejudices, oppoſitions and 
tumults againſt the Goſpel ; and looked upon it, that 
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it was of great conſequence that it ſhould be, if pol- 
füble, avoided; „Give none offence, neither to the 


* 
[I 


Jews nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of Goo ; 
| | „„ Even 
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Even as I pleaſe all men in all things, not ſeeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be 
ſaved.” 1 Cor. x. 32, 33. Lea, he declares; that he 
made himſelf a kind of a ſervant to all forts of men, con- 
forming to their cuſtoms and various humours in every 
thing wherein he might, even in things that were very 
burdenſome to him, that he might not fright men away 
from Chriſtianity, and cauſe them to ſtand as it were 


armed again{t it; but on the contrary, if poſlible, 


might with cordeſcention and friend{hip win and draw 


thein to it. And agreeable hereto are the directions he 
gives to cthers, both miniſters and people: So he di- 
res the Chriſtian Romans, * not to pleaſe themſelves, 
but every one pleaſe his Ar for his good, to 
cdification,“ Rom. xv. 1, 2. and 4 {© follow after the 
things that make for peace,“ chap. x iV. 19. And he 

ceſſes it in terms exceedingly ſtrong, Rom, xii. 18, 
« If it be poſſible, as much as heth in you, live peace- 
ably with all men.” And he directs Miniſters to en- 
deavour, if poſſible, to gain oppoſers by a meek con- 
deſcending treatment, avoiding all appearance of ſtrife 
or fierceneſs, 2 Tim. fi. 24, 25, 26, To the like pur- 
poſe the ſame Apoſtle direct; Chriſtians to. © walk in 
wiſdom towards them that are without,” Eph. iv. 5, 
and to avoid giving offence to others, if we can, © that 
our good may not be evil ſpoken of,” Rom. xiv. 16, 
So that it is evident the moſt zealous and moſt ſfucceſs- 
ful prepagator of vital Religion that ever was, looked 


upon it to be of great conlequence to endeavour, as | 


much as pofiible, by all the methods of lawful meek- 
neſs and gentleneſs, to avoid raifing the prejudice and 
oppoſition of the world againſt Religion. — When we 
have done our utmoſt, there will be oppoſition enough 


againſt vital Religion, againſt which the carnal mind of 


man hes ſuch an enmity, as in the Apoſtle's days, tho' 
he took fo much pains to pleaſe men, yet, becauſe he 
was faithful in his work, perſecution almoſt every 
where was raiſed againſt him, 

I I know there is naturally a great enmity in the heart 
of man againft vital Religion; and LI believe there 
would have been a great deal of oppoſition againſt this 
glorious Work of Go, ut the lubjefts and promoter: 


of 
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of it had behaved themſelves never ſo agreeably to 


Chriſtian Rules; and I believe if this work goes on 
and ſpreads much m the world, ſo as to begin to ſhake 
kingdoms and nations, it will dreadfully {tir up the 


rage of earth and hell, and will put the world into the 
greateſt uproar that ever it was in ſince it ſtood; I be- 


lieve Satan's dying ſtruggles will be the moft violent: 


But yet I believe a great deal might be done to reſtrain 


this oppolition, by a good conformity to that of the 
Apoſtle James, * Who is a wile man, and endued with 
knowledge? let him ſhew out of a good converſation 
his works with meeknels of wiſdom, James iii. 19. 

10. Under this head of careleſsneſs of conſequences, 


it may be proper to ſay ſomething of introducing things 


new and ſtrange, and that have a tendency by their 


novelty to ſhock and ſurprize people. Nothing can 
be more evident from the New Teſtament, than that 


ſuch things ought to be done with great caution and 


moderation, to avoid the offence that may be there- 


by given, and the prejudices that might be raiſed, to 


hinder the progreſs of Religion; yea, that it ought to 


be thus in things that are good and excellent, provided 


they are not of the nature of ablolute duty, which 


though they may appear to be innovations, yet cannot 
be neglected without diſobedience to the commands of 
Gop. What great caution did the Apoſtles uſe in in- 
troducing things that were uew, and aboliſhing things 
that were old? How gradually were the ceremonial 
performances of the Law of Moles aboliſhed among the 
Chriſtian Jews? And how long did even the Apoſtle 
Paul himielf conform to thoſe ceremomes, which he 
calls weak and beggarly elements? So it ſeems to have 


been very gradually that the Jewiſh Sabbath waz 


aboliſhed, and the Chriſtian Sabbath introduced. Thu: 
ſtrictly did the Apoſtles oblerve the Rule that their 
bleſſed Maſter gave them, of not putting new wine 
into old bottles, leſt they ſhould burſt the bottles, and 


| loſe the wine. And how did Chriſt himſelf, while on 


earth, forbear ſo plainly to teach his Diſciples the great 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, concerning his ſatisfaction, 


and the nature and manner of a ſinner's juſtification 
and reconciliation with Gop ? Becauſe, in that infant 


ſtate, 
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Nate, their minds were not prepared for ſuch inſtrue. 
tions ; and therefore the more clear and full Revelation 


of theſe things was reſerved for the time when they 
ſhould be enlightened and ſtrengthened by the Spiri 


after his aſcenſion; 4 have yet many things to {i 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. IlIowbeit, 
when he the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide 
you into all Truth,” John xvi. 12, 19. And Mark iv, 
33. And with many ſuch parables ſpake he the word 
unto them, as they were able to bear it.” —Theſe thing 
might be enough to convince any one, that does not 


think himſelf wifer than Chriſt and his Apoſtles, tha 


great prudence and caution ſhould be uſed in intro. 
clucing things into the Church of Gop, that are ver; 
uncommon, though in themlelves they may be very 
excellent, leſt by our raſhneſs and imprudent haſte wt 
hinder Religion much more than we help it. 

Perſons that are influenced by an indilcreet zeal are 

always in too much haſte; they are impatient of de. 


lays, and therefore are for jumping to the uppermoſt} 
ſtep firſt: All their ſtrength is employed in advancing 


the building in height, without taking care propor- 
tionably to enlarge the bottom: Or they are for put. 


ting on the Cupola before they come to it, or before 


the lower parts of the building are done; which tends 


at once to put a ſtop to the building, and hinder it 


ever being a compleat ſtructure. Many that are thus 
imprudent and haſty with their zeal, have a real appe- 


tite for that which is good; but are like children that 
are impatient to wait for the fruit till the proper ſea-] 
ſon of it. And oftentimes in their haſte they overſhoot 


their mark, and fruſtrate their own end; they put that 
which they would obtain further out of reach, and 


confirm that which they would remove. We are now} 
uſt as it were beginning to recover out of a dreadful} 
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diſeaſe that we have been long under; and to feed 2 
man recovering from a fever with ſtrong meat at once, | 


is the ready way to kill him, It is a vain prejudice that 


ſome have lately imbibed againſt ſuch rules of pru-] 
dence and moderation: but they will be forced to come 
to them at laſt; they will find themſelves that they aro 
and, 1 


not able to maintain their cauſe without them; 
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„Icy will not hearken before, experience will convince 
104 : | 
1 them at laſt, when it will be too late for them to rectify 
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11. Another erroneous principle, that has been an 
occaſion of ſome confuſion, is, that external order in 


matters of Religion is but little to be regarded: It is 


ſpoken highly of, under the names of ceremonies and 


dead forms, and is probably the more deſpiſed by ſome, 


* 


becauſe their oppolers inſiſt ſo much upon it, and be- 
cauſe they are fo continually hearing from them the cry 


of diſorder and confuſion.— It is objected againſt the 


importance of external order, that GOD does not look 


at the outward form, but at the heart. But that is a 


weak argument againſt its importance, that true God- 
lineſs does not conſiſt in it; for it may be equally made 


uſe of againſt all the outward means of Grace whatſo- 


1 iþ 


ver. 


paper, but yet that would be a fooliſh objection againſt, 
the importance of ink and paper in Religion, when 
without it we could not have the Word of Gop. If 
any external means at all are needful, any outward 
actions of a public nature, or wherein Gop's people 
are jointly concerned, without doubt external order 13 
needful: The management of an external affair that is 
public, or wherem a multitude is concerned, without 
order, is in every thing found impoſſible, Without 
order there can be no general direction of a multitude 


to any particular deſigned end; their purpoſes will 


croſs one another, and they will not help, but hinder 
one another. A multitude cannot att in union one 
with another without order; confuſion ſeparates and 
divides them. If a multitude would help one another 
in any affair, they muſt unite themſelves one to another 
in a regular ſubordination of members, in ſome meaſure 
as it is in the natural body; by this means they will be 


in ſome capacity to act with united ſtrength : And thus 


Chriſt has appointed that it ſhould be in the viſible 
Church, 1 Cor. xii. 14, Rom, ii. 4, £,-0,:7, 8.: Leal 
without order will do but little, or at leaſt it will be 
effectual but a little white. Let a company, that are 


very zeelous againit the enemy, go forth to war with- 
dat any manner of order, every one ruſhing forward 


True Godlineſs does not conſiſt in ink and 
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as his zeal ſhall drive him, all in confuſion ; if they“ 


a IS Se ak ans 


gain ſomething at ſirſt onſet, by ſurprizing the enemy, 3 
yet how ſoon do they come to nothing? Order i: 


one of the moſt neceſlary of all external means of the 


{piritual good of Gop's Church, and therefore it ii 


requiſite even in heaven itſelf, where there is the leaſt 
need of any external means of grace. And the ne. 
cellity of it in order to the carrying on any deſign 
wherein a. multitude are concerned, is fo great, that 
even the devils in hell are driven to ſomething of it, 
that they may carry on the deſigns of their kingdom, 
And it 1s very oblervable, that thoſe kinds of irrational | 
creatures for whom it is needful that they ſhould act in 


union, and join a multitude together, to carry on? any | 
work for their preſervation, do, by a wonderful in. 
ſtinct, obſerve and maintain a molt regular and exatt 


order among themiclves. And order in the viſible 


Church is not only neceſſary to the Church's proſperity, þ 
but is abſolutely neceſſary to its defence; without it, 
it is like a city without walls, and can be in no ca- 


pacity to defend itſelf from any kind of miſchief; 


And ſo, however it be an external thing, yet is not 

to be deſpiſed on that account; for though it be not 
the food of fouls, vet it is in ſome reſpect their de-“ 
The people of Holland would be very! 


fence. 
fouliſh to deſpiſe the dikes that keep out the ſea from 


overwhelming them, under the names of dead Nane 


and vile earth, becauſe the matter of which they 21 
mY is not good to cat. 

2. Thus I have coniidered the two firſt of thole 
e cauſes of error in conduct tha at were mentioned; 
I come now to the | 

Third and laſt cauſe of the errors of thoſe that have 


appeared to be the ſubjects or zealous promoters of this 


work, Viz. a being ignorant or un obſervant of ſome 
particular things, by which the devil has ipectal ad- 
vantage. | 

And here I would particularly . take notice, 1, Of 
ſome things with reſpett to the inward experiences of 
of Chriſtians: And, 2. Something With eka to the 
external effects of experience 

There 
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5 
There are three things I would take notice of with 
„regard to the experiences of Chriſtians, by which the 
W devil has many advantages againſt us. 

he Ihe firſt thing is the Mixture there is in the expe- 
u riences of Chriſtians; whereby when they have truly 
aſt, > ſparitual diſcoveries wad exerciſes they have ſomething 


je. mixed with them. belides what is {piritual, The beam 
on, of light, as it comes from the fountain of light upon 
ut our hearts, is pure; but as it is reflected thence, it is 


it,, mixcd: The ſeed as ſent from heaven, and planted 1 in 
m. the heart, is pure; but, as it ſprings out of the heart, 


1.1} is impure: Yea, there is commonly a much greater mix- 
in! ture than perſons ſeem to have any imagination of; I 


ny have often thought that the experiences of Chriſtians 
in.“ are very frequently as it is with ſome lorts of fruits, 
a | that are inveloped in ſcveral coverings of thick ſhells, 
ble Which are thrown away by him that gathers the fruit, 
ty. and but a very ſmall part of the whole bulk is the pure 
it, kernel that is good to eat. | 
ca! The things, of all which there is frequently ſome 
of. | mixture, even with great and high experiences, ale 
not thele three; Iuman or natural . Afection and. Pajhons 7 
not! Impreſſions on the Imagination ; and a degree of Self- 
de. right eo, or ſpiritual Pride. There 1s very often 
ery | with that which 1s ſpiritual, a great mixture of that 
om | atlection or patſhon which ariſes from natural prin- 
nes! ciples; ſo that nature has a very great hand in thoſe 
re] »chement motions and flights of the patſions that ap- 
pear. Fence the ſame degrees of divine communi- 
10e cations ſhall have different effects, in perſons of diffe- 
ed; rent natural tempers. And lometimes there 15 not only 
[+a mixture of that which is common and natural, but 
dave] even that which is animal, which is in a great me lire 
T4 trom the body, and 1s properly the reſult of the anima! 
ome frame. So, in that love that Chriſt tians have one to 
ad: another, very often there is a great mixture of what 
| ariſes from common and natural principles; yea, there 
Or may be a mixture of natural love to the oppoſite ſex. 
Sa: So zeal, though it be an excellent virtue, a heavenly 
"el flame, when it is pure; as it is exerciſed in thoſe who 
die little ſanctiſied, and little humbled, 1s very apt to 
OO 14 be 
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be mixed with human paſſion, yea, with corrupt, Hate. 
ful affections, pride and bitterneſs. 

15. Another thing that is often mixed with what 
IS ſpiritual in the experiences of Chriſtians, are im- 
preſſions on the imagination; whereby perſons, to- 
gether with a ſpiritual underſtanding of divine things, 
and a ſtrong ſenſe of their excellency or great 1mpor- 
tance, have ftrongly impreſſed on their minds external 
ideas-or tmages of things. A degree of imagination in 
ſuch a caſe, as I have obſerved elſewhere, is unavoid- 


able, and neceſſarily ariſes from human nature, as con-] 


ſtituted in the preſent ſtate; and a degree of imagi— 
nation is really uſeful, and often of great benefit; but, 
when it is in too great a degrec, it becomes an impure 
mixture that 15 prejudicial, And it greatly contributcs 


to the other kind of mixture mentioned before, viz, 


of natural aſtections and paſhons, 


Another thing that is often mixed with the expe. | 


ricnces of Chriſtians, which is the worſt mixture of all, 
is ſelf. righteouſnels or ipiritual pride. This is often 
mixed with the joys of Chriſtians: The joy that they 


have is not purely the joy of faith, or a rejoicing f 


in Chriſt Jef us, but is partly a rejoicing in themlelves, 


There is often in their elevations a looking upon them-f 
ſelves, and a viewing their own high attamments; they! 
rejoice partly becauſe they are taken with their on 


experiences and great diſcoveries; and this heightensÞ 


all their paſtions, and eſpecially thoſe effetts that ate 
more external. 


There is a much preater mixture of theſe things i in 
the experiences of ſome Chriſtians than others; in 
ſome the mixture is fo great, as very much to obſcure 


O 


and hide the beauty of Grace in them, like a thick 


{moke that hinders all the ſhining of the fire. 


Theſe things. we ought to be well aware of, that | 


we may know what to countenance, and what to dil 


courage; otherwiſe Satan will have a vaſt advantage IF 


againſt us, for he works in the corrupt mixture. Some. 


times for want of perſons diſtinguiſhing the ore fron} 
the pure metal, thoſe experiences are moſt admired by 
the perſons themſelves that are the ſubjets of them 
and by others, that are not the moſt excellent. If 


great 
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great external effects, and vchemence of the paſſions, 
and violent agitations of the animal Spirits, are ſome- 
times much owing to the corrupt mixture. I have 
obſerved a great difference among thoſe that are dil- 
poled to be earneſtly talking to thoſe that are about 
them: Some infiſt moſt on what they behold in GOD 
and Chriſt, the glory of the divine perfections, Chriſt's: 


wonderful condeſcenſion and grace, their own un- 


worthineſs, and the infinite obligat ions they themſelves. 
and others are under to love and ſerve God ; others 
almoſt wholly on their own high privileges, their al- 
ſurance of Gop's love and favour, and the weakneſs 
and wickedneſs of oppoſers, and how much they are. 
above their reach. The latter may have much of the 
preſence of Gop, but their experiences are not fo 
ſolid and unmixed as the former. And there is a great 
deal of difference in perſon's earneſtneſs in their talk 
and behaviour: In ſome it ſeems to come indeed from 
the fulneſs of their hearts, and from the great ſenſe 
they have of the certamty and infinite greatneſs of 
eternal things attended with all appearances of great 
humility ; but in ethers, their earneſtneſs ſeems to ariſe 
from a great mixture of human paſſion, and an in- 
temperate agitation. of the ſpirits, which appears by 
their earneſtneſs and vehemence not being proportion- 
ed to the nature of the ſubject they inſiſt on, but they 
are violent in every thing they ſay, as much when 


they, are talking of things of ſmaller importance, as 


when ſpeaking of things of greater weight. And there 
bave been {ome few inſtances of a more extraordinary 
nature ſtill, even of perſons finding themſelves con- 


ſtrained to ery out, from an unaccountable kind of 


bodily preſſure, without any extraordinary view of 
any thing in their minds, or fenſe of any thing upon 
their hearts; wherein probably there was the imme- 
diate hand of the devil, 


16. Another thing by which the devil has great ad- 


vantage, is the unheeded Defefs there fomctimes are 


in the experiences of true Chriſtians, and thoſe high 

affections, wherein there is much that is truly good. 
What I now have reſpect to is ſomething diverſe 

from that defect or imperfection of degree which is in 


2 every 


3 
2 
4 
3 
1 
' 
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every holy diſpoſition and exerciſe; what I aim at ts, 
Experiences being defettive in ſome particular thing 
that ought to be in them; which though it be not ſuch 
a defett as renders them utterly vain, and altogether 
abominable to Goy, yet is ſuch a defect as maims and 
deforms the. experience: The eſſence of truly Chrif- 
tian Experiences is not wanting, but yet that is want- 
ing that is very needful in order to the proper beauty 
of the image of Chriſt in ſuch a perſon's experrences ; 
things are very much out of due proportion: There 
is indeed much of ſome things, but at the ſame time 
there is fo little of ſome other things that ſhould be, 
that the defect very much deforms the Chriſtian, 
When this deficiency and diſproportion is great, it 
15 not only a great deformity in itſelf, but has many ill 
conſequences; it gives the devil great advantage, and 
leaves a door open for corruption, and expoles to very 
_unlovely actions, and iſſues oftentimes in the great 
wounding of the ſoul, | 5 
For the better underſtanding of this matter, we may 
obſerve, that Gov, in the Revelation that he has made 
of himſc}f by Jeſus Chriſt, has taken care to give a 
proportionable manifeſtation of two kinds of excel- 
lencies or perfections of his nature, viz. thoſe that 
tend to poſſels us with awe and reverence ; and thoſe 
that tend to draw and encourage us: By the one, he 
appears as an infinitely great, holy, and heart-ſearch- 
ing Fudge: by the other, as a gentle and gracious fa- 
ther and a loving friend: By the one, he is a pure, 
fearching and burning flame; by the other, a ſweet, 
reſteſhing light; Theſe two kinds of attributes are 
admirably. tempered together in the revelation of the 
Goſpel: There is a proportionable manifeſtation of 
juſtice and mercy, holineſs and' grace, authority and 
condeſcenſion. God hath thus ordered, that his di- 
verle excellencies, as he reveals himſelf in the face 
of jeſus Chriſt, ſhould' have a proportionable manifel- 
tation: He knew it to be of great conſequence, that 
our apprehenſions of theſe diverte perfections of his 
nature ſhould be duly proportioned one to another: 


A defect on the one hand, viz. having much of a di- 
covery of his love and grace, without a proportionable 


__ diſcovery 


wa. 
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diſcovery of his awful majeſty, and his holy and ſearch- 


ing purity, would tend to ſpiritual pride, carnal con- 


kdence and preſumption; and a defect on the other 
hand, viz. having much of a diſcovery of his holy 
Majeſty, without a proportionable diſcovery of his 
grace, tends to unbelief, a ſinful fearfulneſs and ſpirit 
of bondage. And herein chiefly conſiſts that deficiency 
of experiences that I am now ſpeaking of: The Reve- 
lation Gop has made of himſelf in his word, is per- 
fect; but the light and communications we have, are 
not perfect, but many ways exceeding imperfett and 
maimed, There is a great difference among Chriſtians. 
in this reſpect; ſome have much more general diſ- 
coveries than others, who are upon many accounts. 
the moſt amiable Chriſtians. Chriſtians may have ex- 

eriences that are very high, and yet there may be very 
much of this deficiency and diſproportion: Their 


high experiences are truly from the Spirit of Gop, 


but ſin comes in by the defect (as indeed all fin is 
originally from a defective, privative cauſe) and in 
fuch a caſe high diſcoveries, at the ſame time that they 
are enjoyed, may be, and ſometimes are, the occaſion 
of ſin: And many times the Spirit of Gop is quenched 
by this means, and Gon puniſhes the pride and pre- 
ſumption that riſes, by permitting ſuch darkneſs, and 
ſuffering ſuch horrid temptations, as are enough to 
make one's hair ſtand an end to hear them. Chril-. 
tians therefore ſhould diligently obſerve their on 
hearts, and ſhould pray to Gop that he would give 
them experiences, m which one thing may bear a 
proportion to another, that GOD may be honoured, 
and their fouls edifhed thereby; and Miniſters ſhould 
have ar eye to this, in their private dealings with the: 
fouls of their people. | ded + 
It is chiefly from ſuch a defect of experiences that 
fome things have ariſen that have been pretty common: 
of late; as talking of divine things, and expreſſing. 
divine joys With laughing: or a light behaviour. The 
proper cauſe of this has. been, that odious defect in 
their experience, whereby- there has been wanting a 
ſenſe of the awful Majeſty of Gor as preſent with, 
them, and their vileneſs before him, proportionable to 
H 3 the 
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the ſenſe they have had of Gop's grace and the love 
of Chriſt, And the ſame is true in many caſes of per- 
ſon's unſuitable boldneſs, their diſpoſition to ſpeak with 
mtemperate zeal, and many other things that ſome- 
times appear in Chriſtians under great religious af. 
fections. 1 | | 
And ſometimes the vehement motion of the animal 
Spirits, is owing to experiences being thus partial, I 
have known in ſeveral inſtances, that perſons have been 
greatly affected with the dying love of Chriſt, and the 
happineſs of the enjoyment of him in heaven, and 
their animal Spirits have been in great emotion ; but 
in the midſt of it a deep ſenſe of the awful Majeſty of 
Good, has at once compoled them, and quieted animal 
nature, without dimmiſhing their comfort, but only 
has made it of a better and more iohd nature; when 
they have had a ſenſe both of the Majeſty and Grace 
of God, one thing has as it were balanced another, 
and cauſed a more happy ſedateneſs and compolure of 
body and mind. | 
From thele things we may learn how to judge of 
experiences, and to eſtimate their goodneſs. Ihoſe are 


nut always the belt experiences that are attended with | 


the moit vehement motions of the animal Spirits, or 
that have the greateſt effects on the body; nor are they 
always the beſt that do molt diſpole perſons to abound 
n talk, and to ſpeak in the moſt vehement manner 
though theſe things often ariſe from the greatneſs of 
;piritual experiences :) But thoſe are the molt excellent 
experiences that are qualified as follows; 1. That have 
the leaſt mixture, or are the moſt purely ſpiritual. 2. 
That are the leaſt deficient and partial, in which the 
diverſe . things that appertain to chriſtian experience 
are proportionable one to another. And, g. That are 
räiſed to the higheſt degree: it is no matter how high 
they are raiſed, if they are qualified as before mentioned. 


Experiences, thus qualified, will be attended with the 
ine{t amiable behaviour, will bring forth the moſt ſolid 


and ſweet fruits, and will be the moſt durable, and have 
the greateſt effett on the abiding temper of the ſoul, 

Ik Gov is pleaſed, to carry on this work, and it 
| Thould prove to be the dawning of a general e 


greatly increaſe. 
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of the Chriſtian Church, the time will come when the 
experiences of Chriſtians ſhall be much more gene- 
rally thus qualified. Their diſeoveries will be in a 
much higher degree; but yet ſo ordered, of an in- 
finitely wiſe Gov, that they ſhall not have ſo great an 
effect, in proportion, on the body, and will be leſs 
oppreſſive to nature; and that the outward manifeſ- 
tations will rather be hke thole that were in Stephen, 
when he was full of the Holy Ghoſt, when at? that 
fat in the Council, looking fledfafily on him, faw his 
face as it had been the face of an angel. Their inward 
fulnels of the Spirit of Gop, in his divine, amiable 
and ſweet influences, ſhall as it were ſhine forth in an 
heavenly aſpect, and manner of ſpeech and behaviour, 


17. There 1s another thing concernmg the expe- 
riences of Chriſtians, of which it is of yet greater im- 
portance we ſhould be aware, than either of the pre- 
ceding, and that 15 the degenerating of experiences, 
What I mcan is ſomething diverſe from the mere de- 


cay of experiences, or their gradually vaniſhing, by 


perſon's loling their ſenſe of things: It is perſon's ex- 
periences growing by degrees worle and worſe in their 
kind, more and more partial and deficient ; in Which 
things are more out of due proportion, and alſo have 
more and more of a corrupt mixture; the ſpiritual 
part decreaſes, and the other uſeleſs and hurtful parts: 
There is ſuch a thing, and it is very 
frequent: 1 have ſeen it in very many mſtances ; and 
great are the miſchiefs that have riſen through want of 


being more aware of it. 


There is commonly, as I obſerved before, in high 


experiences, beſides that which is ſpiritual, a mixture 
of three things, viz. natural affections, workings of 


imagination, and ſelf-righteouſneſs or ſpiritual pride. 


Now it often comes to pals, that through perſon's not 


diſtinguiſhing the wheat from the chaff, and for want 


of watchfulneſs and humble jealouſy of themlelves, 


and laying great weight on the natural and imaginary 
part, that part grows, and the {piritual part decreaſes ; 
the devil fets in, and works in the corrupt part, and 
cheriſhes it to his utmoſt; till at length the l 
| 4 
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of thoſe who began well, come to little elſe but vio- 
lent motions of carnal affeQions, great heat of imagi- 
nation, a great degree of enthuſiafm, and ſwelling of 
ſpiritual pride: Like ſome fruits which bud, bloſſom 
and kernel well, but afterwards are blaſted with an 
excels of moiſturs'; ſo that though the buik 1s mon- 
ſtrouſly great, yet there is little but what is uſeleſs and 
unwholeſome. It is probable, that many of the Here- 
ſies that have ariſen, and Sects that have appeared in 
the chriſtian world, with wild enthuſiaſtical notions 
and practices, began at hrſt by this means, that it was 
ſuch a degenerating of nn that Grit gave riſe 
to them. 

There is nothing in the world that does ſo much 
expoſe to this degenerating of EXP2I Ces, as an un- 
heeded ſpiritual pride, perſons being conceited of their 
_ own ſtock, without an humble, daily, and continual 
dependence on Gop. This above all things promotes. 
this degeneracy of experiences, becauſe it grieves and 
quenches the Spirit of the Lamb of Gop, kills the 
#piritual, and cheriſhes the natural part, inflames the 
carnal affections, and heats the imagination. 

The unhappy perſon that is the ſubject of ſuch a 
degeneracy, for the moſt part, is not ſenſible of his 
own calamity; but becauſe he finds himſelf ſtill vio- 
lently moved, thinks himſelf fuller of the Spirit of 
Gor than ever. But indeed it is with him, as the 
Apoſtle ſays of the Galatians, ** Having begun 1 in the 
Spirit, they are made perfect 'by the fleſh, Gal. iii. 3. 


By the mixture there is of common aflektion With 


Love to Gov, the Love of true Chriſtians is liable to 
degenerate, and to be more and more built on the ſup- 
oſition of being his high and peculiar favourites. So 
the joy of Chriſtians, by reaſon of the mixture there 
is with ſpiritual joy, is liable to degenerate, and to 
come to that at laſt, as to be but little elſe but joy in a 
perſon's own fuppoled eminency. So zeal, that at firit 


might be in great part fpiritual, yet through the mix- 


ture there is, in a long continuance of oppoſition and 
controverſy, may degenerate more and more into hu— 
man paſſion, and may come to bitterneſs, and even to 
a degree of hatred, Aud la love to brethren may by 
degrees 


together. 
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degrees come to little elſe but fondneſs for a party; 
yea, through a mixture of a natural love to the op- 
| polite ſex, may degenerate more and more, Certainly 
the mutual embraces and kitles of perſons of different 


ſexcs, under the notion of Chriſtian Love, are utterly 
to be dilallowed, as having the moſt dirett tendency to 


| turn Chriſtian Love into brutiſh I.uſt. 1 ſhould allo 
think it adviſeable, that meetings of young people, 


of both lexes, in the evening, by themſelves, without 
a miniſter, or any elder people amongſt them, for re- 
ligious exerciſes, ſhould be avoided : For though for 
the preſent, while their minds are greatly ſolemnized 
with lively impreſſions, and a deep ſenſe of divine 
things, there may appear no ill conlequences; yet we 
muſt look to the farther end of things, and guard 
againſt future dangers. | ”— 

The Defe# there ſometimes is in the experiences of 
Chriſtians, expoles them to degenerate, as well as tho 
mixture that they have. Maimed experiences ſome- 
times become more and more fo: The mind being 


wholly intent upon thoſe things that are in view, and 
| thoſe that are moſt wanting being negletted, there 1s 


leſs and leſs of them, and fo the gap for corruption to 


come in grows wider and wider. And commonly both 


theſe cautes of the degenerating of experiences operate 


We had need to be jealous ner ourſelves with a godly 


| jealouſy, as the Apoſtle was over the Chriſtian Corin- 


thians, leſt by any means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve 


. through his ſubtilty, ſo sur minds ſhould be corrupted 
| from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, 


18. Thus I have taken notice of ſome things with 


regard to the inward experiences of Chrithans, by which 


Satan has an advantage, I now proceed in the 
II. Place, to take notice of ſomething with regard 


to the external effects of experiences, which allo gives 
Satan an advantage. 


Though it would be unreaſonable, and prejudicia! 


| to the intereſt of Religion, to frown upon all thele ex- 
| traordinary external effects and manifeſtations of great 
religious affettions (for a meaſure of them is natural, 
neceſſary and beautiful, and the effect in no wile dit- 


pro portioned 
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benefit to religion) yer I think they err who think 
that theſe things ſhould be wholly unlimited, and that 
all ſhould be encouraged in going to the utmoſt length 


that they feel themſelves inclined to: There ought to 

be a gentle reſtramt held upon thele things, and there | , 
ſhould be a prudeut care taken of perſons in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, and they ſhould be moderately adviſed at 
proper ſeaſons, not to make more ado than there 15Þ 
need of, but rather to hold a reſtraint” upon their in- 
clinations ; otherwiſe extraordinary outward effects will I 


grow upon them, they will be more and more natural 


and unavoidable, and the outward ſhow will increale, | 
without any increale of the internal cauſe; perions will | 
find themſelves under a kind of neceſſity of making a} 


great ado, with leſs and lels affection of ſoul, till at 
length almoſt any flight emotion will ſet them going; 
and they will be more and more violent and boiſterous, 
and will grow louder and louder, till their actions and 


behaviour become indeed very abſurd, Thele things - 


experience proves. 


19. Thus I have taken notice of the more general | 


cauſes whence the errors that have attended this great 


Revival of Religion have rien, and under each head | 


have obſerved ſome particular errors that have flowed 


from theſe fountains, I now proceed, as I propoſed, | 


in the 


Second Place, to take notice of ſome particular er- 


rors that have riſen from ſeveral of thele cauſes; in 


ſome perhaps they have been chiefly owing to one, inf 
others to another, and in others to ſeveral, or all con- 


Joint, And here the © | | | 
Firſt Thing I would take notice of is, cenſuring 


others. It is the worſt diſeaſe that has attended this 
work. The manner of many has been, when they firſt Þ 
enter into converſation with any perſon, to dilcern him, 

or to hx a judgment of him, from his manner of talk- 
ing of things of Religion, whether he be experimen-! 


een to the ſpiritual cauſe, and is of great. 


PREY 


tally acquainted with vital piety or not, So, when E 


they have heard any Miniſter pray or preach, their 
brit work has been to obſerve, whether he prays like] 
one that feels the ſaving power of God's Spirit in ha 


heart, 
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heart, and whether he preaches like one that knows 
What he fays, 
places, that many new converts do not know but it is 
their duty to do ſo. 


It has been ſo much the way in ſome 


When once perſons yield to ſuch 
2 notion, they will quickly grow very difcerning in 
their own apprehenſion : And, when they have paſſed 


their cenſure, every thing ſeems to confirm it; they 


ſee more and more in the perſon they have cenſured, 
that ſeems to them to ſhew plainly that he is an uncon- 
verted man. And, if the perſon cenſured be a miniſter, 
every thing in his public performances ſeems dead; 
yea, it ſeems worſe and worſe to them, his preaching 
grows more and more intolerable, When the Spirit of 
Gop was wonderfully poured out in this place more 
than ſeven years ago, and all the town ſeemed to be 
alive and full of Gon, there was no ſuch notion or 
humour prevailing : When Miniſters preached here, 
as very many did at that time, young and old, our 
people did not go about to diſcern whether they were 
men of experience or not, nor did any ſuch thing enter 
into their hearts; but the buſineſs of every one was to 
liſten to what was ſaid, and apply it to his own heart, 
And ſcarcely ever did any Miniſter preach here, but 
his preaching did {ome remarkable ſervice. | 

20, One thing that has been ſuppoſed to be ſufficient 
warrant for openly cenſuring Miniſters, is their op- 
poling this work of Gon that has been lately carried 
on in the land. And there can be no doubt but that 
oppolitien may be ſuch, as to render either miniſters 
or people truly ſcandalous; and that miniſters hereby 
may utterly defeat the deſign of their miniſtry, Nor 
ſhould I think that any perſon had power to oblige me 
to attend the miniſtry of one who did from time to 
time plainly preach againſt this work, or ſpeak re- 
proachfully of it in his public performances, after all 
Chriſtian methods had been uſed for a remedy, and to 
no purpoſe. | | 

But as to determining how far oppoſing this work 


is conſiſtent with a ſtate of grace, or how far, and for 


how long time, ſome perſons of experience may op- 
pole it, through prejudices they have received from 
the errors that have been mixed with this work, or 
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through ſome peculiar diſadvantages they are under, 
this is a difficult thing: I have ſeen. that which abun. 
dantly convinces me that the buſinels is too high for 
me; I am glad that Govp has not committed it to me; 

I can joytully leave it in his hands, We may repre- 
{ent it as exceeding dangerous to oppoſe this work, for 
this we have good warrant in the Word of Gop ; but 
J know of no neceſſity we are under to determme 
whether it be poſſible for thoſe that are guilty of it to 
be in a ſtate of grace or no. Bleſſed be his name, that 
he has not laid ſuch a temptation in the way of my 


pride! I know that, in order to be fit for this buli- ; 


neſs, I muſt not only be vaſtly more knowing, but 
more. humble than I am. 


This bitter root of cenſoriouſneſs muſt be totally | 


18 olit, if we would prepare the way of the Lord, 


It has nouriſhed many other things contrary to the hu-} 


militv, meekneſs and love of the Goſpel, The minds 


of many have received an unhappy turn, in {ome re- 


ſpects, with their Religion: There is a certain point 
or ſharpneſs, a diſpoſition to a kind of warmth, that 
Joes not favour of that meek, lamb-like, ſweet diſpo- 
{ition, that becomes C kriftians: Many have now been 
ſo long 8 Fre to it, that they do not know how 
to get out of it; but we mult get out of it; the point 
and {harpneſs ml be blunted, and we muſt learn ano- 
ther way of manifeſting our zeal for GOD 

21, One thing more I would take notice of, before 
? conclude this part, I believe it to have been one 
zruit of the jayful influences of the Spiric of God 
hat have been lately given, that there has appeared 
Hich a di ipolition to fling praiſe to Cop; not only in 
ſolemn meetings, but when Chriſtlans oc caſionally meet 
together at each other's houſes, But the miſmanage- 
ment I have reſpect to, is the getting into a way of pct- 
formins it without that reverence and lolemnity With 
Which all open acts of divine w orſhip ought to be at- 
tended. It may be two or three in a room are ſinging 
hymns of praiſe to Gop, others talking at the fame 
time, others about their wofk, with little more ap- 
pearance of regard to what is doing, than if ſome Were 


only ſinging a common fong, There 13 danger, if ſuch 
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things are continued, of its coming to that by degrees, 
that a mere nothing be made of this duty, to the great 
violation of the third commendment, Let Chriſtians 
abound as much as they will in this holy, heavenly 
exerciſe, in Gop's houte, and in their own houles ; 
but when it 1s perſor med, let it be performed a8 An 
holy act, wherem they have immediately and viith! 
to do with Gov. | 

What a poor, blind; weak and miferable creature is 
man, at His beſt. eftatc! We.are nelp! | 
the devil is too ſubtile for us: * 
M hat is our wiſdom! How: reacy zre we to ro attroy:! 
How eafily are we drawn aide into ihnumherable ſuares 
while we in the mean time are bold and confiderit.. ard 


. 
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doubt not but we arc Tt: ent and fa fe We are foolifh 
ſneep, 1 in the midſt of ſubtile ſerpents and cruel wolves, 


and GO not kno! WW. It. 0 ho W unt ale WE IO Be 10 70 10 
ourſelves! And how much do we ftond ni need of the 
weilddom, the power, the condeicentic DR, Patience, ſors 
givenels and gentienels of our good She} Plierd 
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1 bs conſidering. the means of promoting this wort: 
oi 'Gop, I have already oblerved tome inftances 


wherein there has been needlet ob! jecting and com. 
laining; and have allo taken notice of many things 
nat ought to be ame ended. I now proceed, in the b 

Third and lait place, to ſhew pohtively what ouglz: 
tobe. done to Pro mote. this work. The obligations 


that all are under, with one conlent, to do their ut. 


moſt, were obſerved before. I hope that ſome, upon 
reading what was ſaid under that head, will be ready 


to ſay, What ſhall we do? To ſuch I would now oficr 


my thoughts, in aniwer to fuch an enquiry. 


And that which I think we ought to ſet our flew 


about, in the firſt place, is to remove ſtumbling-blocks. 


hen Gop is revealed as about to come, glorioully to 
1 {et 
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fet up his kingdom in the world, this is proclaimed, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make ſtraight in the 
deſert an high-way for our Cop,” IHR. xl. 3. And 
again, Iſa. Iii. 14. Caſt ye up, caſt ye up; prepare 
the way; take up the {tumbling-! block out of the way 
of my people.“ And, chap. Ix U. 10. * Go through, 
go through the gates; prepare you the way of the 
people; caſt up, caſt up the high-way ; gather out 
the ſtones.”? | | | 

And, in order to this, there muſt be a confeſſing of 
faults on both ſides: For undoubtedly many are the 
faults that have been committed. There is hardly any 
duty more mortifying to the pride of man; but it miſt 
be doue. Repentance is, in a peculiar manner, 2 proper 
duty, when the 5 of heaven 1s at hand. And 
if Gop does now loudly call upon us to repent, then 
he allo calls to make Proper. mantcitations of our re- 
pentancc.“ Jam per fuadca that thoſe Who! have openly 
py this work, or have fiom time to time ſpoken 
lightly of it, cannot ke. excuſed in the fight of Goo, 
VN 5 Henk openly c confeiling. their fault therein; ef 
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Call y if they be VIII 5 If they have, either di- 
4 7 


ctly or indir. t! y UPPOl ea this Work, or in public 
on piiv ate PIc: d .ced ther peop! 18 againſt It; it here- 
after they ſhall be convinced it is of GOD, they ought by 
no means to palliate the matter, and excule them ves, 
and pretend that they always thought ſo, and nt it 
was only ſuch and ſuch 1 imprudences they objected 
againſt: But they ought openly to NO their con- 
viction, and condemn: themiclves for what they have 
done; for it is Chriſt that they have ſpoken againft, 
in peak ing lightly © bf, and prejudicing others againſt 
this work; yea, worte than that, it is the Holy Ghoſt, 
And though. they have doue it ignorautly, and in un- 
belief, yet, when they find out who it is that they 
have oppoled, undoubtedly GOD will hold them bound 
zublickly to confels it. | 

On the other hde, if thoſe that have been zealous to 
promote this work have in any of the forementioned 
inſtaunces gone out of the way, and done that which 
18 contrary to Chriit:an CES, whereby they have 


open! y jured others, and to wounded Religion, they 
mul 


your moderation ve known unto all men : 


meek WII nave the largeſt {ſhare in it: 


thole 
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muſt publickly confeſs it, as they would gather out 


the ſtones, and prepare the way of Gov's People. 
They who have laid great ſtumbling- blocks in others 
way by their open tranſgreſton, are bound to remove 
them by their open repentance. 

Some, probably, will object. that the oppoſers Will 
take advantage by this to inalt both them and Re- 
ligion. And indeed, to the lame of ſome, they have 
taken advantage by ſuch things, But if there are ſome 
imbittered enemies of Religion, that ſtand ready. to 
improve every thing to its dulack 'antave, vet that ought 
not to hinder an enjoined Chriſtian duty; open le- 
pentance, after a fault openly committed. Jo fan it 
out, to avoid ſuch an inconvenience, is to do evil to 
prevent evil. And belies, the danger of an evil con- 
tequence is much greater on the other {ide Jo com- 
mit ſin, and then ſtand in it, is What will give the 
enemy the greateſt advantage. For Chriſtians 10 att 
like Chriſtians, in openly kumbling themlelves when 
they have openly offended, in the end brings the 
greateſt honour to Chriſt and Religion; and m this 
way are perions moſt likely to have-Gopb appear for 
them. 

2. Again, at ſuch a time as this, Gop does eſpe- 
clally call us to meckneſs and Mena forbearatice: Let 


(ct) 44 
Ine Lord ts at 
Far us to be judging one another, and be- 
having with ferceneſs and bitterneſs, 


2 b 


the ſcarcher of all } 


Add. 
when he who 15 
iearts, to whom we mult all give 
an account, appears ſo remarkably prefent, is exceecing 
Ui LUNaDIC. Our buſineſs at ſuch a time ſhould be: at 

e archin- 6 ourielves 875 A 10 taking heed tO Our en | 


YCNaViour, it there be glorious proſperity 10 the 


Church of Gop approaching, thoſe that are the molt 


F or, when GO 


ar? es fo: execute judgment, it is to Jave al. 
of the earth, 


remarkably 


ö ? 
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Thoſe therefore that have been zealous for this! work, 
and have erred with their zeal, ought not to be treated 
with bittere There 15 Abünclant reaſon to think, 
that moſt of them are children of GOD: And as to 

unge wherein we fee them to be in an error, we 
a 
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have 
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have reaſon to iy as the Apoſtle, „If any are other- 
wile minded, Gop {hall reveal this unto them.“ Phil. 
Nt, 1.5, Their errors {hould not be made uſe of by us 
to excite  indignat ion towards them, but ſhould in- 
fluence all of us that hope we are children of God, 
to humble ourſelves, and become more entirely de- 
pendent on the Lord Jeſus. And thoſe Miniſters that 
have been judged, and imjurioufly dealt with, will do 
the Part of Chriſt's diſciples, not to judge and reviie 
„gun, but to receive ſuch injuries with meekneſs and 
forbearance, and make an improvement of them, more 
ſtrictly examinipg their hearts and ways, and commit— 
ting themſelves to Cop. We have not yet ſeen the 
end of things; nor do we know who will be moſt 
N of Gov in the iſſue, Better is the end of 
a thing than che beginning thereof; and the patient in 
ſpirit is better than the proud in ſpirit,” Eccl. vii. 8. 
: Contrary to this is each party's fligmatizing the other 
with odious names, which tends greatly to widen and 
perpetuate the breach. Such Ailtinguiſhing names ot 
reproach do as it were divide us into two armies, drawn 
up in battle array, ready to fight one with another; 
Which greatly hinders the work of Gop. 
3. And as ſuch a time does eſpecially require the 
exerciſe of forbearance one towards another ſo does 
it the exerciſe of great patience, in waiting on GOD, 
under any ſpecial difhiculties and diſadvantages they 
may be nuder. The beginning of a Revival of Rc- 
ligion will neceffarily be attended with many difficulties 
or this nature; many parts. of the reviving Church 
will, for a while, be under great diſadvantages, by 
what remains of the old difeaſe. We cannot expett 
that, after a long time of degeneracy and Gepravity; 
things thould all come right at once: And to be ove: 
haity and violent, in ck a Caſe, being reſolved t 
have every thing rectified, or elſe to ſeparate, is he 
way to. hinder things coming right at all, and to break 
all in pieces. Not but the cale may be ſuch as to al- 
low of no delay, without violation of the abſolute com- 
mands of Gov : but otherwiſe, though the difficulty 
may be very great, another courſe fhould be taken, 
We thould have recourſe directly to the Throne of 
| Grace, 
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Grace, to repreſent our difficulties before the great 
Shepherd of the ſheep; and when we have one: 
mould watt patiently upon him who in his time will 
appear for our deliverance: But its inſtead of that, 
we. are impatient, and take the work into our own 
hands, we diſhonour Gov, ind have reaſon to fear that 
ne will leave us to manage our affairs for ourſelves. 

4. What has been mentioned hitherto, has relation 
to the behaviour we are obliged to, as we would pre- 
vent the hindrances of the work; but, beſides thele, 
there are things that muſt be done, more directly to 
advance it. Aud here it concerns every one to look 
into his own heatt, and ſce that the work be promoted 
in his own foul, | 

And though I judge not thoſe that have oppoſed it, 
vet I woula entreat them to leave off. concerning them- 
ſelves ſo much about ag rs, and look into their own 


fouls, aud ſee to it that they experience a true, faving 


VA 


work of the Spirit of Gov. if they do not. how 


can they have any heart to be bulily and fiercely en- 
gagedd about the miſtakes of thine 7 L would beſeech 
them ierioully to weigh the matter with reſpeCt to this 
Work, and conider whether, if the Scriptures are the 
word of 7 Go Db, the work that has been deſcribed in the 
Hrit part of this treatiie muſt needs be, as to the 
{ubltarce of it, the work of Gov, and the flouriſhing of 
that Kcligion that is taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; 
and wh ether any good medium can be found, between 
Owning this w ork, and being a Deilt, I wand now 
humble invite them to come _ join with us, and be 
on our 1de; and, if 1 had the authority of Meſes, I 
would ſay to them as he did to Hobab, Numb. x. 29. 
We mare jo rneying unto the place, of which the 
Lord ald, I will give it you; come thou with us, and 
we will do thee 206d : For the Lord hath ſpoken good 

concerning Israel.“ | | 
As the beneht of improving fuch a ſeaſon is extraor- 
dinary great, fo is the darger of negleaing or miſem- 
ploying it, For as ſuch a time is a time of great fa- 
Vour to thoie that are paitakers of the blefling, ſo it is 
always a time of remarkable vengeance to others. 80 
in Ila. 1x1, 2, the lame that is called © the acceptable 
1 year 
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year of the Lord,” is called alſo, © the day of vengeance 
of our God.” So it is foretold, that at the becinn mg 
of the glorious times of the Chriſtian Church, as rhe 


hand of the Lord is known towards his ſervants; 10 


hall his indignation towards his enemics,” Ila. lxvi. 14. 
There is no time like ſuch a time for the increaſe of 


guit, and deſperate hardening of the heart; which 1s 


the moſt awfal fruit of divine wrath that can be in- 
flicted on any mortal. So that a time of great grace 
and pouring out of the Spirit, and the fruits of divine 
mercy, is ever alſo a time of pouring out of divine ven- 
geance, on thoſe that neglect and miſemploy ſuch a 
leaſon. | | 

5. The preſent Revival of Religion has an awful 
aſpect upon thoſe that are advanced in years. It has 
been chieſly amo! ig! thoſe that are young. . And in- 
aced commonly, when God has begun any great work, 
he has taken the young people, and: has cait of the 
old and Riff-necked generation. There was a remark 
able pouring out of che 8 Spirit of Gop on the children 
of II rael in the wildernels, on their younger generation, 
their little ones, that they. faid jhould be a prey, the gene- 
ration that entered into Canaan with Joſhua. That 
generation ſeems to have been the moſt excellent gene- 
ration that ever was in the Church of Tirael. There 1s 
no generation, of which there is ſo much good, and ſo 
little evil ſpoken in Scripture, In that generation, 
that were under twenty years when they went out of 
Egypt, was that kindneſs of youth, and love of efpoujats, 
ſpoken-of, Jer. ii. 2, g. But the old generation were 
paſſed by, and ee Obſtinate and 11it- necked, and 
unconvinced by all Gop's wondrous works that they 
beheld. Let the old generation in this land take warn- 
ing from hence, and take heed that they do not con- 
tinue for ever objecting, murmuring and cavilling againſt 


the work of Gop, leſt, while Gon is bringing "their * 


children into a land flowins with milk and honey, he 
mould {wear in his wrath Concerning them, that their 
carcaſes ſhall fall in the wilderneſs. | 
So when Gop nad a delign of great mercy to the 
Jews, in bringing them out of the Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity, there was à bleſſed pouring out of the Spirit 
upon 
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upon them in Babylon, and a Spirit of prayer, to cry 


earneſtly to Gop for mercy ; But it was not upon the 
old generation that were carried captive. The Cap— 

tivity continued quit long enough for them to waite 
away and die in their captivity, The old generation, 
and heads of families would not hearken to the re. 
peated warnings of. the Prophet; but he had greater 
tacceſs among the young e as appears by Jer. 
vi. 10, 11. To whom thall 1 {peak and give warn! ng, 
that they may hear ? Behold, their ear is uncircum- 
ciſed, and they cannot hearken: Behold, the word of 


1 4 
the Land is unto them a reproach; they have. no de- 
light in it. Therefore I am füll-of the fury Of the 
Lord; I am weary with holding in: 111 
ut upon the children abroad, and upon the aflenibly 
of the young men N RDOe : For even the hufband 
with the wife (I. e. the heads of families, aud prints 
of theſe children) mall be taken, the aged, with him 
that is full of days.“ Vet, ble led be COB] there are 
ſome of the elder people that have been made Far 
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g 
takers of this work: ine thole that arc molt awakened 
by theſe warnings: of Cops word, will be mult likely 


to be made } [ 211takers hcoreatter, 

6. But above all Others, does it concern us that are 
Miniſters to ſee that we are par: Aker Of this WOrk 
tnat we have EX PETCNTE Or the iaV1 ng operatiolis 0 
the ſame Spirit which is now poured out on the land 
How. melancholy. is the caſe, When it is otherwile! For 

ne to ſtand 8 the head of a congregation, as repre- 
ſenting Chriſt t and 1} Deaking in his ſtead; and to act the 
part of A thepherc and guide to a people, When many 
re under great a wakentings, and many Hlled avith;- g. 
vine light, love and joy; to undertake to inſtruct and 
lead them all, under theſe various circumſtances; to 
be put to it, continually to play the hypocrite, and 
force the airs of a faint in preaching; and from time 
to time in private converſation, and particular dealing 
with ſouls, to undertake to adage of their circum- 
ſtances; to talk with thoſe BYE come to him, as if he 
knew what they laid; to try to talk with Gans of 


experience, as if he. had experience as well as they; 


| to force a joyful countenance and manner of ipcech, 


Wien 
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when there is nothing in the heart: What ſorr owful 
work is here! O how miſerably muſt ſuch a perſon 
feel! What a wretched flavery is this! What pains 
muſt ſuch a Miniſter uſe to conceal himfelt 1 And hose 
weak are his hands! Belices the inf:nite provocation 
of the moſt high Gon, and diſpleaſure of his Lord 
and Maſter. There is reafon from the Scitpture to 
conclude, that no fort of men will be ſo low in hell as 
ungodly miniſters; for every thing ſpoken of in Scrip— 
turc, as that which aggravates guilt, and heightens di- 
vine wrath, meets in them. 3 
And what great eee are unholy NIiniſters 
under, to oppole any irregularitics, or imprudences, or 
intemperate zeal, when. they are conte aus to them- 
jeives that they have no true zeal at all? If Fnthufalm 
and wildneis comes in like a flood, het poor inſtru- 
ments are tuch Nlinifters to withſtand 1t P. With. what 
courage can they open their mouths, when 
inwa:d, and cenfider how it is with them ? 
We. that are Mzinifters not only have nee! to expe- 
rience the ſavings influence of the Spirit Ef God upemn 
our heart, but we need a double 1 of the Spir! it 
of Cop at ſuch a time as this: We had need to be 2s 
full of light as a glaſs is, that is peld out in the lun; 
and, wit h re [pett to love and zeal, to be like the 
angels, that are a flame of fire. The times extremely 
require a fulneſs of the divine 1 in NMiniſters, and 
we ought to give ourſelves no reſt till we have obtained 
it. And, in order to this, 1 ſhould: think Miniſters, 
above all perſous, ought to be much in lecret prayer 
and feſting, and alſo much in praying and faſting one 
With ano! how”: It ſeems to me, it wo add be becom! 
our circumſtances, if Mmiſters in a neighbourhood 
Would often meet together, and ſpend Gays in felling 
and fervent prayer among en earneſtly ſceking 
for ext raordmar) lupplies of divine grace; end alio it, 


n the y look 


on their occaſional vilits one to another, inſtead ot 


pending their time un fitting and ſmoaking, and in di- 
verting, or woridly, unprolitable conver: Ort, telling 
news, and. mak: ing hls remarks on this and 2 other 
trifling ſubjeit, they would ſpend their time in praying 
together, and religious conference. How much do 


an a <A 


* 


— . — , 4 


times the parts and 


Or RELIGION 1s NEW-ENGLAND. 1065 


many of the common people ſhame many of us that 
are in the work of the Miniſtry, in thele reſpetts ? 
Surely we do not behave ourlelves like Chriſtian 


Miniſters, like Ambaſſadors of Chriſt! Ana, while 
we condemn zealous perlons for cenluring Miniſters, 
it ought not to be without deep reflections upon our- 


ſelves; for indeed we do very much to provoke cen— 
ſorioufnels, and lay a great temptation before others. 
And if we can prove that they tranſgreis the Scrip- 
ture-rule, yet our indignation ſhould be chiefly againſt 
ourſelves. | | 
7. Two things that are exceeding needful in Miniſ— 
ters who would advance the kingdom of Chriſt, are 
Zeal and Reſolution. The power of theſe is greater 
than can well be imagined : A man of but an ordinary 
capacity will do more with them, than one of ten 
1 learning without them. More. may 
be done with them in a few days, or at leait weeks, 
than can be done without them in many years. The 


1 1 atone beach FCC 

very ſight or appearance of a thoroughly engaged iptrit, 
together with a fearlels courage and uny;clung rcooin- 
= * N 1 2 1 : cul 1 | : 2 2 3 Ry 
tion, in any perion that has undertaken the managing 


* 25 ; B : Ax wx 7 $8 iz %% VS. - XA a . . 125 Aae 
aily alla among! mankind, 3808 a Treat Way towards 


heartleſs, and only go on in an old forma! Fond, e 


accompliſhing the efleckt. But while we are cold and 


7 : 3 %* ! *;/ 1 7 e E- by - 1 3 * . . T7 73 
ſhall never do any great matters. Our muery. 45 want 
CO — , - < - . . : * ? 1 > * % ſ: ,.* 3 Ss 3 TP Þ 2p 1 7T 
f zeal and COu klage. Hence Oe, Wein COATED 
C., F L 


* 


very conſiderable that is new is propoled to be gone 
for the advancement of Religion, many dit {6 
found out, many objections ſtarted, and. it is put vt 
from one to another; but .no boay does any nitrs. 
And after this manner good deligns have often faled, 
and ſunk as ſoon as propoled. | 

Zeal and Courage will do much in perions of But 
ordinary capacity; but elpeclally if joined with great 


n . - : 4 1. 
abilities, It lome great men that have appeared im our 


1 


nation had engaged in the Chriſtian cauſe with zeal and 


fervour, with the bleſſing of Gop, they would have 


* 


turned the world upſide down. We have many Mini- 

ters in the land that do not want abilities; they are per- 

ſons of parts and learning; they ſhould conſider how 

much they might do for Chriſt, and how glorious 2 
| | reward 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
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reward they might receive, if they had in their hearts 
an heavenly wermh and heat, proportionable to their 
light. 

8. And though it may be thought that I go Os of 
my proper ſpher „ inter meddle in the affairs of the 
Coll eges; yet 1 will take the liberty of an Lal na, 
(that peaks his mind freely concerning public affairs) 
and the liberty of a Mintſter of C 1 {who doubticts 
may ſpeak his mind as. freely about th ings tat concern 
the kingdom of his Lorch to give my opinion, in lome 
things, with reſpect to thoſe Societies the main _dehpn 
of which is to train up perions, and ft them for the 
work of the Miniſtry. And i would fay in general, 
care ſhould be taken that thoſe Societies ſhould be fo 
regulated, as to be in fact nurſeries of piety. Other— 


wile they are fundamentally ruined and undone 3s to 


their main deſign and moſt eſſential end. They ought 
to be lo conſtituted, that vice and idienels ſhould: have 
no living there: Theſe are. not to be ſfufered in So- 

cieties whoſe main deſign is, to train up youth in Chril- 
tian knowledge and eminent piety, to fit them to be. 
paſtors of the flock of the bleſſed leſus. I. have had 
ſome acquaintance with the affairs of a College; and 1 
cannot but think that it is prafticable ſo to conſtitute 
ſuch Societies, that there ſhould be no being there, 
without being virtuous, ſerious aud diligent. It feems 
to me to be a fe Proven to the land; that ever it ſhould 
be io with our Colleges, that, inſtead of being . paces 
of the greate! ps. ty for true piety, ang cannot 
ſend C child thither without great danger of 11S being 
infected as to Bis ale It is perfe £4] y intolerable; 
and any thing ſhould be done, rather than it ſhoulchbe 
ſo. If we pretend to have any. Colleges at all, under 
a notion of training up youth for the Mivifiry, FRETS 
ſhould be ſome way found out that. ſhould certainly, 
5 its being thus, To have Societies for Few ging 
perſons up to be Ambaſſadors of Telus C hilt, and tn 
have them places of fo much in! ſection, is the greateſt 
nonſenſe and abſurdity, imaginable, 

And as thorou gh and effectual care ſhould be taken, 
that vice and idleneſs be not tolerated in thele 80 
cieties; 10 certainly the deſign ot them requires that 

| EXLY acrdinary 


ble; 
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extraordinary means ſhould be uſed in them for train- 
ing up the ſludents in vital Religion, and experimental 
and practical godlineſs; fo that they ſhould be holy So- 
cieties, aud the very place be as it were lacred : They 
ſhould be, in the midſt of the land, fountains of piety 
and holineſs, There is a great deal of pains taken to 
teach the ſcholars human learning; there ought to be 
as much and more care thoroughly to educate them in 
Religion, and lead them to truc and rent bulls, 
If the man deſign of theſe nurſeries is to bring up 
perſons to teach Chriſt, then it is of the grcateſt im- 
portance that care be taken to bring thole who are 
there educate to the kai egg of Chriſt. It has been 
common m our public prayers call theie Scocictres the 
Schools of the Propnets ; ad” if mey are Schodls to 
train up young men to be Prophets, certainly there 
ought to be estraordinary care there to hen to train them 
up to be Cirijltans, 

And I conno! fee why uit is not on all accounts fit 
and convenient for the Governors and InftiuQors of 
the Colleges, Part icularly, fingly and frequently, to 
converie with the Students tbout the ſtate. of their 
_ 

There are ſome that are not liniſters, who have 
great advantages for promoting iuch a glorious work as 
this; ; particularly great men, or men that are high in 
honour and influence, How much might ſuch ao to 
encourage Religion, and open the way for it to have 
free courſe. But there is commonly a ſhyneis in great 
men with reipett- to Religion, as though they were 

aſamed of it, or at leaſt aſhamed to do very much in 
t ; whereby thev greatly provoke the King of Kings, 
and wound Religion among the common people. They 
are careful of their honour, and ſeem to be afraid of 


| appearing forward and zealous in Religion, as though 
it were what would debaſe their character, and expoſe 


them to contempt. But, m this day of bringing up 


the ark, they ought ro be ke Davie, that great king 


of Ital. who EY 1 e ber 
he was this higheſt in div 
he appeared forc: 


e the ark; and as 
nity among Gb. s people, ſo 
oſt in the ze} he manifeſted on that 


OCCalion ; maneby anumatiizg and encouraging the whole 
congregation 
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congregation to praiſe the Lord, and rejoice before him 


with all their might, 

Rich men have a talent in their bands, by which 
they might much promote this work. If they could 
be perſuaded to lay out ſome conſiderable part of that 
which Gop has given them for the honour of Gov, 
inſtead of | {pending it ſor their own honour, or laying 
it up for their polterity, they would not repent of it 
aflerwards. 

Great things might be dons for the advancement of 
the kingdom of Chiiſt, at this day, by thoſe that have 
ability, by eſtabliſhing funds for the ſ{upport and pro- 
pagation of Religion; by apporing {ome that are emi- 


nently quali fied, in preaching the Golpe! in certain 
parts of the country, that are more deſtitute of the 


means of grace; by ſearching out children, of pro- 
miſing abilities, and their hearts full of love to C hriſt, 
but of poor families s (as doubt! els there are! e and 


bringing them up for the Miniſtry ; and by diſtribut- 


in 8 books | that are remarkably -1 fitted to promote Vital 
Religion ; by eſtabliſhing and lupporting {chools in 
poor towns and villages ; which might be done on ſuch 
a foundation, as not only to bring up children in com- 
mon learnuig, but allo tian them up in vital piety : 
And doudtleſs lomething might be done in this Way, 
th t might have a great tendency to the llouriſhing of 


Re 11 on in the rifi1g generation. 


10. But I would now pl rocted to niention ſome 


thugs which ought to be done, that concern all in 
genen al. : 

Ihe Grft thing I ſhall mention is 7 rafting i an d Prayer, 
It ſeems to me that the crc: umſtances of 2 prelent 
Work loudly. call | Gov! s people to 3 in this; 
wiether they conſider the expe erience Gop has lately 
given them of the worth of his preſence, and of the 
bleſſed fruits of the eſfuſions of his Spirit, to excite 
ee to pray for the continuance and increaſe, and 

ater extent of ſuch bleſlings; or whether they con- 
545 the great manifeſtations he has latel ly made of the 
freencls : ind riches of his grace; and how. much there 
15, in what we have ſeen of the glorious works of Gop, 
to put us in mind of the yet greater chings that he = 

ipoken 
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grace and ſupplication, Zech. xii. 10. 
to expect that the Devil ſhould go out of a particular 


Or RELIGION in NEW-ENGLAND. 109 


ſpoken of in his word, and to excite our longings for 
thole things, and hopes of their approach; or whether 
we conſider the oppoſition Satan makes againſt this 
work, and the many difficulties with which it is clogged, 
and the diſtreſſing circumſtances that ſome parts of 
Gop's Church are now under in this land, 

So is Gop's will, that the prayers of his ſaints 
ſhould be one great means of carrying on the deſigns 
of Chriſt's kingdom in the world, When Gop has 
ſomething very great to accompliſh for his Church, it 
is his will that there ſhould precede the extraordinary 
prayers of his people; as is manifeſt by Ezek. xxxv1. 
37. I. will yet, for this, be enquired of by the houſe 
of Iſrael, to do it for them,” And, when Go is 
about to accompliſh great things for his Church, he 

will begin by remarkably pouring out the ſpirit of 
If we are net 


perſon, without extraordinary. prayer, or Prayer and 
Fajiing ; how much lets ſhould we expect to have him 
caſt out of the land, 28 the world, without it ? | 
J am ſenſible much has been done in duties of this 
nature, but not-ſo much as Con! in his Providence calls 
for. I ſhould think the people of Go in this land, 
at ſuch a time as this is, would be in the way of their 
duty, to do three times as much at Faſting and Prayer 
as they do; not only for the p ouring out of the Spirit 


on thoſe towns or places whereto thev belong, but that 


G60D would appear for his Church, carry on his work 
in the land, and in the w orld, and fulfil the things he 
has ſpoken of in his word, that his Church has been 
fo long wiſhing and waiting for. They that make 
mention of the Lord ought not to keep ſilence, and 
ſhould give God no reſt, till he eſtabliſh, and. till he 
make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth.” Ifa, Ixii, 6, 7. 
Before the firſt great pouring out of the Spirit of GO 
on the Chriſtian Church, the Church of Gop gave 
themſelves to inceſſant prayer, Akts i. 13, 14. There 
is a time wherein Gob well wonder fully appear for the 
deliverance. of his church from all her enemies, when 
he will avenge his own ele ; And Chriſt reveals that 
this wall be in anſwer to their inceſlant prayers, or 


5 crying 
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crying day and night, Luke xvii, J. In Iſrael, the day 
of atonement, which was their great day of ſaſling and 
prayer, preceded and made way for the glorious and 
Joyful feaſt of tabernacles, When Chriſt is myſtically 
born into the world, to rule over all nations, it will be 
in conſequence of the Church's crying, and travailing 
in birth, and being pained to be delivered. One thing 
here intended doubtleſs! is, her crying and agonizing in 
Prayer. 
11. Gow ſeems now, at this very time, to be Wait- 
ing for this from us. When Gov is about to beſtow 
ſome great bleſſing on his Church, it is often his man- 
ner ſo to order things in his providence, as to ſhew his 
Church their great need of it, and fo put them upon 
crying carneltly to him for it. And let us con! ider 
Gon's preſent diſpenſations 85 his Church in this 
land: A glorious work of his grace has been 2 5 
and Gob has, of late, ſuffered innumerable diſlicultie 
to ariſe, that do in a great meaſure clog and hinder it, 
and bring many of Gob's children into great diſtreſs. 
And yet he does not wholly. foriake the worx of his 
hand ; there are remarkable tokens of his prelence lil! 
to be ſcen; as though he was not forward to foriahe us, 
and (if may lo 105 as tnough he had a mind to carty 
on his work; but only was wailing for ene tha: 
he expected in us, as requiſite in order toit. And we 
have great reaſon to think, one thing at leaf! 15;- that 
we ſhould further acknowledge the greatneis and ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch a mercy, and our dependence on CO 
for 1t, m earneſt and importunate prayers to him. 
There is no way that Chriſtians in a private Capacity 
can do {0 much to promote the work of Gop, and ad- 


vance the kingdom of Chriſt, as by prayer. By this [ 


even women, children and Groans. may have a pub- 
lic influence. Let perions be never lo weak, and never 
ſo mean, and under never ſo poor advantages, to do 
much for Chriſt and the fouls of men, otherwiſe; yet, 
if they have the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, they 
have power with him that has the government of 
the whole world: And ſo a poor man in his cottage 
may have a bleſſed influence all over the world. Gop 
is (it I may {o LY] at the command of the prayer of 
| faith; J 
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faith and in this reſpctt, as it were, under the power 
of his people; ; as Princes, they have power with GUD, 
and prevatt, Though they may be private perſons, 
their prayers are put. up in the name of a Mediator, 
that is a public perſon, being the head of the Whole 
Church, and the Lord of the Univerle; And if they 


have a great ſenle of the importance of eternal things, 


«1d concern for the {fouls of men, though they are not 


P:cachers, they may go in their carneſtneſs and agonies 
&f loul, and pour out their louls before one that is able 
to do all things. They have a great High-Prieſt, 
through whom they may come boldly at all times, od 
may vent themſelves before the Gop that hearcth 
* 


If the people of Gon, inſtead of ſpending time in 


fruitlels duputing, and talking about oppoters, and an- 
imadverting upon the unrealonablenets of their talk and 
behaviour, would be more ſilent in this way, and open 
their mouths much before Gov, they would be more 
in the way of a bleſling. And if ome, that have been 
complaming of their Miniſters, had ſaid and acted lels 
before men, and had applied themielves with all their 
aht to ute Gon for their Miniſters, had as 1t were 


1 
kiten ind formed heaven with their 3 prayers 


for them. they w '0uld have been much n more in the way 
of fee 


Gop in his Providence appearing in the preſent tate 


of things, does efpecrally call on his people, to be very 


much in praying to him tor the pouring out of the. 


Spit upon Munters in the land. For though art 1s 
nat for us to determine concerning particular Minii- 
ters, how much they have of the Spir:t-of Go; pet 
the general 1t-2$ . there 1s, at this day, need 


of very great degrœes of the prelence of Gop with the 


Munſtry, much greater degrees of it than have kither- 
to been granted, tor tacinieives,. and for the Church 
of GOD. | 

Such a RTE of keeping a a faſt as 1 has ſeveral 
times been proved, viz. oak >the forenoon, after the da- 
ties of the family and cloſet, as early as might be, all 
the people of the congregation have gathered 1 in their 
particular religious Societies; companies of men b 

. themſelves, 
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themſelves, and companies of women by themſelves ; 
young men by themlelves, and young women by them- 
lelves; and companies of children, in all parts of the 
town, by themſelves, as many as were capable of {ocial 
religious exerciſes; the boys by themſelves: and girls 
by themſelves: And about the middle of the day, at 
an appointed hour, all have met together in the houle 
of Cob, to offer up public prayers, and to hear a 
ſermon ſuitable to the occalion: And then, they have 
1ctize:4 from the houle of Cop again into their private 
Societies, and ſpent the remaining part of the day in 
pray ing ee there, excepting lo much as was re- 
quilite for the duties of the family and cloſet in their 
own houies. — And it has been found to be of great 
benefit to aſhilt and engage the minds of the people in 
the 728 of the day. | 

12, One thing more I would mention concerning 
Fa tin 58 and prayer, wherein I think there has been a 

neglect in Imiſters; and that is, that although they 
much infiſt on the duty of ſecret prayer in their 
pieaching, yet little is ſaid about ſecret faſting. It is 
a duty recommended by our Saviour to his followers, 
Juſt in like manner as lecret Prayer is. Though I do not 
ſuppoſe that ſecret faſting is to be practiſed 1 in a ſtated 
Manner, as ſecret prayer; yet it ſeems to me, it is a 
duty that all < "hiriftians ſhould practiſe, and frequently 
prattile. There are many occallons, of both a [piri- 
tuel and temporal nature, that properly require it; and 
there are many particular mexcies, that we aelire for 
Curſelves or Friends 5, Which it u. ould be proper in this 
manner to feek of (50D, 

Another thing 1 would mention, Which is of ſtill 
greater importance, and that is the duty that is incum- 
bent upon Gop's people, to take heed, that while they 
abound in external duties of devotion, ſuch as praying, 
hearing, linging, there be a proportionable care to 
abound in Moral Duttes, ſuch as acts of righteoulnels, 
truth, meeknels, forgivenels, and love towards bur 
neighbour ; which are of much greater importance in 
the light of God than all the externals of his w orthip : 
This, our Saviour was particularly careful that men 
ſhould be well aware of, Mat. ix. 13. But go ye, 


and 


e 
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and learn What that meaneth, I will have mercy, and 


not ſacrifice.“ And, chap. Xii. J. If ye had known 
vhat this meaneth, 1 will have mercy and not ſacrifice, 
ye would not have condemned the guiltleſs.“ 
The internal principles of the worſhip of Gor, or 


the worſhip of the heart, in the love and fear of GOD, 
truſt in Gon, and reſignation to Gov, are the molt 
0 portant of all the duties of Religion; for therein con- 


its the eflence of all Religion. But of this inward 


Religion there are two forts of external manifeſtations 


or e expreſſions : The one ſort are outward acts of wor- 
ſhip, ſuch as meeting mm r: 1tgicus aſſemblies, atter 11 


outward nſtitations;- and honouring Gop with gel- 


tures, as bowing, or kneeling before him, or with 
words, in ſpeaking honourably of him, in prayer, 
praiſe, or religious conference : The other fort are 
the expreſhons of our love to Gop, by obeying his 
moral commands, of felf-denial, righteouſneſs, meck- 
neſs, and chriſtian love, in our behaviour among men. 


And the latter are of vaſtly the greateſt importance in 


the chriſtian life; GOp makes little account of the 


former, in compariſon of them; they are abundantly 


more inſiſted on by the Prophets in the Old Teſta- 


ment, and Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New. When 


thele two kinds of duties are ſpoken of together, the 


latter are evermore greatly preferred; Iſa. 1. 12, to the 
18th. and Amos v. 21, &c. Mic. vi. J, 8. Il. wü. 55 


=y 


6, 7. Lech. vi, ten firſt verſes. Jer. 11. ſeven firſt 
verles. Mat. xv. 3, &c. Often, when the times were 
very corrupt in Irael, the people abounded in the 
former kind of duties, but were at ſuch times always 
notoriouſly deficient in the latter; as the Prophets com- 
plain, Ila. IVIli. four firſt veries, Jer. vi. 19, compared 


Witk ver. 20. Hy 1 and ſelf righteous.perions do 


much more commonly. abound in the former kind of 


duties than the latter; as Chriſt remarks of the Phari- 
fees, = X X11, 14. 25, and 34. When the Scripture 


directs us to few our faith by our works, it is princt= 
pally the latter fort are intended; James ii. from ver. 
8. to the end, 1 John 2d chap. ver. 3. 7 8. 9, £1 i'T- 

And we are to be Judged, at the laſt day, eſpecial] y by 
thele latter ſort of works; as 1s evident by the account 
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we have of the day of judgment in the 25th of Matth. 
External acts of worſhip, in words and geſtures, and 
outward forms, are of little uſe, but as they are a ob 
feſſion of inward worſhip : They are not lo properly 
ſhewing our Religion by our deeds ; they are only a 
ſhewing our Religion by words, or outward profeſſion, 
But be that ſhows Religion in the other ſort of duties, 
ſhews it in ſomething more than a profeſſion of words, 
he ſhews it in deeds. And though deeds may be hypo- 
critical, as well as words; yet in themſelves they are 
of greater importance, fog they are much more profi- 
table to ourſelves and our: neighbour, We cannot ex- 
preſs our love to Gop by doing any thing that is Pro ofi- 
table to Gop; Gop would therefore have us do it in 
thoſe things that are profitable to our neighbours, whom 
he has conſtituted his receivers: Our g£0.LJdnels extends 
not to Gop, but to our fellow chriſtians. The latter 
ſort of duties put greater honour upon God, becauſe 
there is greater ſelf-denial in them. The external acts 
of worſtip, conſiſting in bodily geſtures, words and 
ſounds, are the cheapeſt part of Religion, and leaſt 
contrary to our luſts. The difficulty of thorough ex- 
ternal Religion, does not lie in them. Let wie ked men 
enjoy their covetouſnels, their pride, their malice, envy 
and revenge, their ſenſuality and voluptuouinels, amoneſt 
men, and they will be willing to compound the matter 
with God, and ſubmit to what forms of worſhip you 
pleale, and as many as you pleaſe; as is manifeſt in he 
Jews of old, the Phariſees in Chriſt's time, and the 
Papiſts and Mahometans at this day. | 
At a time when there is an appearance of the ap- 
proach of any glorious revival of Gop's church, Gop 
does eſpecially. call his people to the practice of moral 
duties. * Thus faith the Lord, keep ye judgment, and 
do juſtice; for my ſalvation is near to come, and my 
righteouſneſs to be revealed,” Ila, lvi. 1. So when John 
reached that “the kingdom of heaven was at hand,”” 
and cried to the peop ble, „ Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths ſtrait,” as we have an account, 
| Lake 111. 4. the people aſked him, What they ſhould 
do? '' He anſwers, Ile that hath two coats, let him 
part to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, 


let 
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let. him do likewiſe;!* The Publicans ſaid, „ What 


ſhall we do? ' He anſwers, _ Exact no more than that. 
which is e vou.“ And the ſoldiers aiked him, 
& What ſhall we do?“ He replies, Do violence to no 
man; neither accuſe any falſely; and be content with 
your wages, Ver, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14> 

1 3: Gov s people, at ſuch 4 time as this, ought eſpe- 
cially to abound in deeds. of charity, or alms. giving. 
We generally, in thele days, ſeem to full far below the 


true ſpirit and practice of Chr.luanity with. regard to 


this duty. — At a time when GoD is lo liberal of [piri- 
tual t] hings, we ought not to be {paring of our temporal 
thi ings. — So far as I can judge by the Scripture, there 


is no external duty whatſoever, by which pertons will 


be ſo much in the way, not only of receiving temporal 


benefits; but allo ſpiritual bleſlings, the influences of 


Gop's Holy Spirit in the heart, in divine diſcoveries, 


and ſpiritual conſolations. I think it would be unrea- 


ſonable to underitand thoſe prottcs made to this duty, 


in the 58th chapter of Iſaiah, in a ſenſe excluſive of {pt- 


tual dilcoveries and qe eng: s it not to deal thy 


bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the. poor that 


are caſt out to thy houſe ?. When thou ſeeſt the naked, 


that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyſelf 


from thine own fleſh? Then ſhall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thy health ihall pring forth 
ſpeedily : : and thy right eouſneſs ſhall go before thee; 
the glory of the Fd {hall be thy rere. Ward. T 358 
ſnalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall aniwer ; thou ſhalt 
cry, and he mall lay, Here I am: If thou draw out 
thy ſoul to the hungry, and 1 15 the aifiited foul; 
then ſhall thy light rife in cbſcunty, and thy darkness 
be as the noon-uay. And the Lold hall guide thee 
continually, and latisfy thy foul in drough and make 
fat thy bones: and thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, 
and Uke a [pring of water whole waters fail not.“ Ila. 


Iviit. 7, &c. 50, that giving to the poor is the way 


to receive ſpiritual mene is manifeſt by Fial, cxii. 


4, &c. Unto the upright there ar:leih light in the 


darknels: he is gracious, and full of compalhon, and 


righteous. A good man theweth favour, and lendeth ; 
he will guide his ailairs with diicretion, Surely he 


ſhall 
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ſhall not be moved for ever; the righteous ſholl be in 
verlaſting remembrance. He {hall not be afraid of 
evil tidings: his heart is fixed, truſting in the I. ord. 
His hearteis eitabliſhed, he {hall not be afraid, until he 
ſee his defire upon his ies. He hath diſperſed, he 
hath given to the poor; his rightcouinels endureth for 
ever; his horn {hall be exalted with honour,” | 

24, Some may object, that for perſons to do deeds of 
charity, in hope of obtaining ſpiritual bleſſings, would 
ſeem to ſhew a lelf-righteous ſpirit, as though they 
would offer lomething to God to purchale thele favours, 
But if this be a good objettion, it may be made againſt 
every duty whacever All OO duties of the firſt 
table will be excluded by as well as thole of the 
ſecond, Thele have as di! ect a tende ncy to ratie {elf- 
righteous perion's expectations of receiving lomething 
from Gov, on account of them, as thoſe; and on lome 
accounts more, for theſe duties are more immediately 
Offered to GOD. nd therefore perio us are more ready 
to expect ſomething from GOD for them. But no duty 
is to be neglected, for fear of mak ing a righteouſneſs of 
it. And | have always oblerved, thoſe that are molt 
exact in external duties of the firlt table, and flack as 
to thole of the ſecond, are the molt ſelf-righteous. 

If God's people in this land were once brought to 
abound in fuch deeds of love, as much as in praying, 
hearing, fingMy, and religious meetings and conference, 
it would be a moſt ble Ted omen: I he is nothing would 
have a greater tendency to bring the Gob of love dOWn 
from heaven; fo amiatile would be the ſigh t in the cyes 
of our loving and exalted Redeemer, that it would ſoon 
as it were een him down from his throne, to ſet up 
his tabernacle. with men. I do not remember ever to 
have read of any remarkable pouring out of the Spuit, 
that continued any long time, but what was attended 
with an abounding of this duty. So we know it was 
in the Apoſtle's days: And ſo in the late remarkable 
Revival of: Religion | in Saxony, which began by the 
labours of the famous Profeſſor Franck, and has now 
been carried on for above thirty years, and has! 1 
its happy influences into many parts of the world ; 
was begun, and has been carried on, by a Ct. 
| 95 practice 
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practice of this duty. And it is foretold, that Gop's 
people ſhall abound in this duty, in the time of the 
| great eftulion of the Spirit in the latter days; The ele 
ferfon jhalt no more be called liberal, nor the churl fad 
to be bountyul. — But the literal deviſeth liberal things, 
and by liberal things fhatl he fland, 
Thus I have (by the help 'of Go 5 iniſhed what Was 
prof oled, I have taken the more pains in it, becaule it 
appears to me that now 0 18 giving us the moſt h 557 
ſeaſon to attempt an umverial retormation that ever was 
given in Ne w-Engl. and. And it is a thouſand pities, that 
we {hould fail of that which would he {© elorious, for 
want of being ſenlible of our opportunity, or being 
aware of thoſe things that tend 
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improper courſes to obtain.ut,. or not, being 4 | 
what way Gop.expetts we hould leck it. if it tho! 110 
pleaſe Gop to blels any means for the CONVINCING the 
country of his hand in this work, and bringing them 
fully and freely to neg his glori ous power; Ind 


grace in it, and engage with one heart and ſoul, and by 


due methods to en: geavour to promote it, it would be a 


20s 1011 of D: wine Provide 11CCe that would have a 


moit. t glorious at; Dect, Hh appily bgnikying J the approac ch of 
great and olor! ous 78 2 g8 to the Church of G0 IT, and 
b juſtly cauling us 60 hope t that Chyilſt 1 85 {Deed ty 


come to let up his kingdom of light, holinets, pezce an; 


157 O! i en a5 1S forctold 3 in his werd. Aan Sven 


A 
Publiſhed by the late Rev. Mr. W ESLEY, 
And fois at the New Chapel, CH. Road, I don. 


PP GOA CLP — I SS GOO 


HE Life: of Mr. SHOMAS WAESH; of 

Bally- Linn, in Ireland; compoſlett ch etl y 
from his own papers, by Mr. aus Morxcax, Mr; 
Wals was educated in the nee Ot the 
Church of Rome, but being convinced of the er- 
rors and Ferne d Do&rines of that Church, he 
embraced the Proteſtant Religion, Soon after he 
was inliructed more perfettly in the Truth as it is 
in Jeſus, and became an Hinsrant Preacher in the 


Methodiſt Connection. This Narrative contains a 
Particular account of his remarkable Convictons 
and Converhon; his deep experiene in ward iuf- 


ferings, perſecutions, alllicti. 's, and 1 dem piston : 

his mot unex -ampled zeal "up the converſion of 

 finners, and indefatigable labours in the miniſtry, 
an in England ad Ireland. Bound 18, "= 
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2. The Liſe of the pious and venerable Mo. 
JOHN FLETCHER, Vicar of Madcley, Author 
of the Checks againſt Antinomianiim, and many 
other Vaiuable pieces of polemical and prattical 
Divinity. For the Character of Mr.  Frerenyk 
ſee the Arminian Magazine for the year 1793. 
* bound 2s. bd, ſewed 2s, 55 

Extract of the Life of Madam GUI ON. The 
accchü nt of this extraordinary perſon abounds with 
many excellent things, tending io promote the ſpi- 
ritual advantage ol tie chiidien of Gon,: She was 
often favored with uncommon influences. of the 
Holy Spirit; ney notwithſtanding her education 
among a dark, gegenerate people, e attained 
through Grace, a large meaſure of the Mina that 
was in Chriſt Jeſus :- of righteouſneſ|: s, peace, om 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt: Few inlitances are to be 
found of ſuch exalted love to Gon and our nelgh- 
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and unbounded relignation, Price bound 2s. 6d. 
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TON, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſtiy of 


B 0 0 . . 
THOMAS HALIBUR. 


St. Andrews, Scotland, In this Narrative is de- 
ſcribed the Work of God in the Soul of Man, in 
a way ſo clear and inſtrutting, as is rarely to be met 
with either in ancient or modern Writings. Mr, 


Haliburton went through deep convittions and diſ. 
treſſing temptations, for ſeveral years; he was 


particularly exerciſed with perplexing doubts con- 
cerning the Being of Gop, and the V EN of the 
Holy Scriptures ; and was happily an: | powerfully 
delivered from all his fears and anxicties, LIlis la- 
boures in the Miniſtry were ſucceſsful, and he 


finiſhed his courte with 98 triumph i in the Lord. 
Hs 6d. 


The Life of M. De RENTY, a Fre: wk No- 
bleman, of exemplary piety and devotedneſs to 
Gop. Some years before his death he could teſtify 


I carry about with me ordinarily, an experimen- 
tal verity, and a plenitude of the preſence of the 


Holy Trinity; and this in ſo lively a manner, that 
my outw ard employ ments create me no diſturbance 


at all.“ Price 6d, 


6. An . of God's Dealings with Mr. 
JOHN HAIME. He was brought to the knows» . 


ledge of the Truth w 'hen a foldier in the Queen” 8 


Regiment of Dragoons, and preach« d thc Goſpel to 


the Britiſh Army in Flanders, in the years 1744 
And 43. 


the Methodiſt Soldiers who were killed at the bat- | 
tle of Fontenoy R 4d. 


This Narrative includes ſome. account of 


The Journal and Chriſtian Experience of Mrs, 
ELIZ ABE TH HARPER, of Redruth in Cornwal', 


Price 4d. 
8. The Life of Mr. JOHN JANEWAY, Fel-. 


low of King's College, Cambriage, 4d, 


d. A ſhort Account of the happy Death of Mrs. 
HANNAH - RICHARDSON: ; by Mr, Charles 
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